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KUBAR: Israel’s army on Monday demolished the West Bank home of a Palestinian
charged with involvement in a bomb attack that killed an Israeli teenager,
AFP journalists said.

The explosion last August 23 near a spring close to the Jewish settlement of
Dolev in the West Bank killed 17-year-old Rina Shnerb and wounded her father
and brother.

Four men were later arrested and charged including Qassam Shibli, who Israel
said had made and planted the explosive device.

His family appealed unsuccessfully against the planned home demolition before
the Israeli supreme court, arguing it amounted to collective punishment.
Israeli soldiers entered the village of Kobar before dawn Monday and
demolished Shibli’s second-floor home, an AFP journalist at the scene said.
Clashes broke out, with young Palestinians throwing stones at the soldiers,
the journalist said.

The Palestinian Red Crescent said one person, wounded in the head by a tear
gas canister, was taken to hospital for treatment, while another four were
treated at the scene for light injuries.

The homes of two other men convicted over the incident were demolished in
March.

Israel routinely demolishes the homes of those accused of carrying out
attacks.

It argues that such measures act as a deterrent, but critics say it amounts
to collective punishment.

Israeli Defense Minister Naftali Bennett said in a statement they had “held
the terrorist to account” for the murder.

“House destruction is an important tool in deterring terrorists,” he said.
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Iraq security forces arrest armed men
after protester killed
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BASRA: Iraqi security forces arrested at least five men from a local
political party’s headquarters in the southern city of Basra Monday after a
protester was shot dead outside the building.

It was the first death since modest anti-government protests resumed on
Sunday, ending months of relative calm just as new Prime Minister Mustafa
Kadhemi was sworn in.

Kadhemi has extended a hand to demonstrators and promised accountability for
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the more than 550 people killed in violence at anti-government rallies that
first erupted in October.

Late Sunday, protesters had massed around the office of a local party in
Basra, once more demanding the ouster of the Iraqi ruling class they see as
corrupt and beholden to Iran.

A 20-year-old protester was shot in the head and later died in hospital, a
medical source told AFP.

Hours later, security forces stormed the party office located around one
kilometer (less than a mile) from Basra’s main protest camp.

“We arrested five men who shot at protesters from the headquarters,” Bassem
Al-Maliky, the press officer for Basra’s security forces, told AFP.

They also seized rifles and ammunition from the base.

The arrests marked a rare incident of a swift official response to protest-
related deaths, for which only a handful of security forces have been held to
account.

Demonstrations meanwhile continued in Baghdad and different parts of Iraq.

In the town of Kut on Monday morning, protesters surrounded the home of the
local governor, AFP’s correspondents there said.

There were also rallies overnight in Diwaniyah, with hundreds gathering
despite advice from authorities to maintain social distancing to curb the
spread of COVID-19.

Hassan Al-Mayahi, a protester there, said that “despite the dangers of the
coronavirus, the political deals of the parties and their neglect of our past
demands have forced us to return to the street again to pressure them to give
us our rights.”
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historyIragi PM Al-Kadhimi calls on govt to meet peoples’ demands

Israel government swearing-in delayed
a day by Pompeo visit
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JERUSALEM: The swearing-in of Israel’s new unity government has been
postponed by one day to Thursday due to the upcoming visit of US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, officials said.

A parliament spokesman said Monday the joint administration of incumbent
premier Benjamin Netanyahu and his former rival Benny Gantz would be
inaugurated on Thursday instead of Wednesday.

A spokesman for Netanyahu's right-wing Likud party told AFP the delay was
“because of the visit” of the US top diplomat on Wednesday.

Pompeo’s trip comes as US President Donald Trump’s administration gives its
blessing to Netanyahu’s plans to annex much of the occupied West Bank,
despite warnings from the Palestinians that the move will kill the prospects
of a long-term peace agreement.

Israel’s new government is the result of a deal allowing Netanyahu to
continue on as prime minister for another 18 months, before the former
military chief Gantz takes over the post for the same period.

The proposed government had been challenged in the high court, with opponents
arguing Netanyahu is ineligible due to corruption indictments he faces.

But the judges ruled there was no legal reason to prevent him from serving as
prime minister.

Netanyahu has secured the participation of Gantz and his center-left allies
in his coalition along with the ultra-Orthodox parties.

But the six-member right-wing Yemina has so far refused to join over what it
criticizes as the emerging “left-wing” nature of the incoming government.
Pompeo’s visit will give Netanyahu another day to attempt to bring Yemina
into the coalition.
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Al-Tuhami dies of heart attack in
Tripoli
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LONDON: Libya’'s intelligence chief Abdul Qader Al-Tuhami died of a heart
attack on Saturday in the capital Tripoli, the country’s presidential council
said.

In a statement, the council offered condolences to his family and colleagues,
describing Al-Tuhami as “one of Libya’s loyal sons.”

The Libyan Government of National Accord’s presidential council appointed Al-
Tuhami as the deputy head of the Libyan Intelligence Service for Security
Affairs on April 24, 2017, and he was the acting head of the service until he
died.

Al-Tuhami, who hails from Agar Al-Shati, south Libya, served as an officer in
the security apparatus under toppled leader Muammar Gaddafi.
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promotes respected general
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BAGHDAD: Iraq’s judiciary ordered courts on Sunday to release anti-government
protesters, carrying out one of the first decisions of the recently
inaugurated prime minister just as dozens of demonstrators burned tires in
renewed protests against the new leadership.

Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi also promoted a well-respected Iraqi
general, who played a key role in the military campaign against Daesh, to
lead counter-terrorism operations. Former leader Adel Abdul-Mahdi had
previously mysteriously demoted the general, prompting outrage and sparking
popular protests in northern Iraq and Baghdad in October.

The Supreme Judiciary Council said in a statement that it had ordered the
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release of protesters detained since those demonstrations erupted, in line
with the new prime minister’s call.

The council released detainees based on Article 38 of the constitution which
guarantees the right to protest, “provided that it is not accompanied by an
act contrary to the law,” the statement said.

In a press briefing Saturday night following his first Cabinet meeting as
premier, Al-Kadhimi said demonstrators should be protected and that all
protesters should be released, except those involved in violence.

Protests erupted in Baghdad and across the country’s south on Oct. 1, when
frustrated Iragis took to the streets to decry rampant government corruption,
unemployment and poor services. Human rights groups say at least 600 people
died in the following three months at the hands of Iraqi security forces who
used live fire and tear gas to disperse the crowds.

The demonstrations petered out with the rise of the coronavirus pandemic,
though dozens of protesters are still camped out in Baghdad’s Tahrir square
determined not to let the movement die.

Al-Kadhimi also said he was promoting Lt. Gen. Abdul Wahab Al-Saadi to become
head of Iraq’s elite Counter-Terrorism Service, just as the country was
experiencing an uptick in attacks by Daesh in the north. Previously he was a
force commander in the the service before Abdul-Mahdi demoted him in
September to a post in the Defense Ministry. The Iraqi public considered his
sudden demotion a sign of corrupt government practices and took to the
streets in outrage.

Al-Saadi, 56, was one of the leading commanders in the fight against Daesh
and the battle to retake Mosul, taking the lead in many operations.

In a recent briefing with reporters, American Lt. Gen. Pat White, head of the
Combined Joint Task Force responsible for fighting Daesh, said the group was
failing “miserably” in a renewed campaign to launch more attacks.

“IS leadership has stated what their intent is, and they do this every year.
They put out what is generally described as a military campaign,” he said.
“To date, they have failed miserably at achieving those goals.”

Still, plumes of acrid smoke choked the air Sunday as protesters, unpersuaded
by Al-Kadhimi’s decisions, returned to the streets and burned tires on a key
bridge leading to the heavily fortified Green Zone, the seat of Iraq’'s
government.

Protesters said they rejected Al-Kadhimi and any candidate chosen by the
political establishment and gathered by the dozens near Jumhuriya bridge,
closed off since late last year in a standoff with riot police.
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