
Kuwait’s new emir Sheikh Nawaf brings
decades of ministerial experience
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RIYADH: Kuwait’s Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah will be sworn in
as the nation’s new emir on Wednesday.

Sheikh Nawaf, 83, served as the crown prince since 2006 and is the brother of
the late emir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, whose death was announced on
Tuesday.

Born June 25, 1937, Sheikh Nawaf became governor of Kuwait’s Hawalli region
at the age of 25.In 1978 he became the country’s interior minister, a
position he held for nearly a decade.

Sheikh Nawaf’s moved to become Kuwait’s defense minister in 1988 and was in
the role in 1990, when Saddam Hussein ordered his forces to invade Kuwait
from Iraq. 

“Our citizens inside Kuwait are disobeying orders and not following
instructions and they are being mistreated,” Sheikh Nawaf said at the time of
the seven-month occupation.

He also served as the deputy National Guard commander from 1994 to 2003.As
interior minister, Sheikh Nawaf negotiated in 1980 an end to the hijacking of
a Boeing 727 heading from Beirut to Kuwait City. The hijackers ultimately
gave up the plane without harming any passengers on board. 

 He briefly served as social affairs and labor minister after the Iraq war
and again as interior minister.Sheikh Nawaf is married, with four sons and
one daughter.

*With AP and Reuters
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Saudi Arabia’s king, crown prince offer condolences after death of Kuwaiti
emirKuwait emir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah dies aged 91

Leaders of Arab world and beyond mourn
Sheikh Sabah
Tue, 2020-09-29 22:40

CAIRO: Leaders across the world have offered tributes to Kuwaiti emir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah following his death earlier on Tuesday.
Sheikh Sabah was widely respected for his leadership and as a seasoned
diplomat who could mediate across the region’s divides.
Condolence messages streamed in from across the region and from Western
countries soon after news of his death broke on state television. 
Sheikh Sabah “was an extraordinary symbol of wisdom and generosity, a
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messenger of peace, a bridge-builder,” said UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres.
The UAE’s Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, described the
late emir as “a great pioneer in Gulf cooperation.” The UAE also announced a
three-day mourning period.
In Saudi Arabia, the royal court said the emir died after a journey full of
achievement and generous service to his country and humanity. The Kuwaiti
emir left behind “a procession full of achievements and endeavors exerted to
best serve his country, the Arab as well as the Islamic nations and the
entire humanity,” the statement said.
The US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina Romanowski called Sheikh Sabah a “popular
leader and special friend of the US.” The embassy said he “devoted his life
to peace and regional stability.”
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson also said Sheikh Sabah “made a personal
contribution to regional stability and humanitarian assistance which will
long be remembered.”
British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said described Al Sabah as “a great
humanitarian leader and a true friend of the United Kingdom.”
“He served Kuwait for many years with dedication, and as a founding father of
the GCC he contributed over many decades to maintaining peace and stability
in the region.” 
In Egypt, President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi expressed “great sadness” over
Sheikh Sabah’s death, recalling the long-standing “fraternal stance” of the
emir toward Egypt.
Egypt also announced three days of mourning over the emir’s passing. 
In Lebanon, where the late Kuwaiti leader played a key role in trying to end
the country’s ruinous 1975-90 civil war and later helped with its
reconstruction, politicians offered their condolences.
“With the death of Sheikh Sabah, Lebanon has lost a great brother who stood
by the Lebanese during the difficult circumstances over the past years,” said
a statement from Lebanese President Michel Aoun.

*With AP
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Fund in partnership to help refugee
children in Lebanon
Author: 
Tue, 2020-09-29 20:07

LONDON: A UAE fund for refugee schooling has announced a partnership with
Discovery Education to help vulnerable young people, including refugee
children, in Lebanon.

The Abdul Aziz Al-Ghurair Education Fund (REF) said in a statement that the
first-of-its-kind program would deliver online teaching and increase access
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to education for thousands of refugees, filling gaps in their schooling that
have emerged due to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) crisis.

The initiative will reach 5,000 students in addition to more than 17,500
already being helped by the REF in Jordan, Lebanon, and the UAE.

The Abdul Aziz Al-Ghurair COVID-19 Online Learning Emergency Fund for Refugee
Education was launched by Abdul Aziz Al-Ghurair in April 2020 to ensure
vulnerable populations were able to continue their learning without
interruption.

Discovery Education will collaborate with local organizations in Lebanon to
provide access to digital learning resources aligned to the Lebanese
curriculum for students in grades eight to twelve.

It will also provide training to 100 teachers to address the challenges of
remote instruction, enabling them to access a diverse set of new digital
tools to help them deliver online lessons to students effectively.

Participating teachers will also become part of the Discovery Educator
Network, an online educational community.

“The economic crisis followed by the pandemic and the devastating blast in
Beirut has forced Lebanon to adapt to a new challenging reality,” said Al-
Ghurair. “We are proud of this partnership with Discovery Education, as
digital is the new solution for education. This program ensures refugees and
vulnerable youth have access to high quality education that they would not
have otherwise,” he added.

Refugees report high numbers of school dropouts, with less than 2 percent of
Syrian refugees completing secondary education. The program will help
students catch up on the education they have missed — on and off since
October 2019 — through interactive and creative online tools.

“Refugees and vulnerable youth in Lebanon have faced unprecedented challenges
over the last year, which have posed several risks to their access to
education. We strongly believe that no child or young person’s education
should be halted due to external factors which are beyond their control,”
Robin Headlee, managing director of Discovery Education International, said.

 

“That’s why we are doing our part to ensure these young people have the
opportunity to continue their education online, in order for them catch-up on
their development and not be held back in the future. I am delighted that
what started out as a kernel of an idea by two like-minded organization has
resulted in this practical, proactive and tangible project.”
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UAE announces 626 new COVID-19 cases,
a drop from previous day
Author: 
Mon, 2020-09-28 21:25

DUBAI: The UAE on Monday recorded 626 new COVID-19 cases, a drop from 851 the
previous day, and one death.
The Ministry of Health and Prevention said the total number of infected cases
since the pandemic began has reached 92,095, while the total deaths reached
413.
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Some 918 cases recovered from COVID-19 over the previous 24 hours, bringing
the total to 81,462 cases.
Meanwhile, Dubai Economy said it issued fines to 18 commercial establishments
and gave warnings to 12 shops for not adhering to anti-COVID-19 measures,
while 725 businesses were found to be compliant.
These included shops selling perfumes and electronics in various shopping
centers around Dubai, as well as two gyms that were fined in cooperation with
Dubai Sports Council.
Inspection teams have been carrying out daily tours to ensure that shopping
centers, open markets and commercial businesses are complying with the
government’s preventative measures.
Dubai Municipality also closed two salons for failing to comply with the
precautionary measures, fined 58 institutions, and issued 70 warnings during
inspection visits.
Elsewhere, Kuwait reported 437 new COVID-19 cases, bringing the total to
103,981, while the death toll reached 605 after four new deaths were
registered.
Oman recorded 607 new COVID-19 cases and 12 deaths, bringing total numbers to
98,057 and 924 respectively.
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US warns Iraq of Baghdad embassy
closure if attacks continue
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BAGHDAD: The Trump administration has warned Iraq that it will close its
embassy in Baghdad if the government does not take swift and decisive action
to end persistent rocket and other attacks by Iranian-backed militias and
rogue armed elements on American and allied interests in the country, US,
Iraqi and other officials said Monday.
As news of the warning sent shockwaves across Baghdad, Iraq’s military said a
Katyusha rocket hit near Baghdad airport, killing five Iraqi civilians and
severely wounding two others.
A US official said the administration’s warning was given to both Iraq’s
president and prime minister but that it was not an imminent ultimatum. The
official was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity.
The warning signals the administration’s increasing frustration and anger
with ongoing rocket fire from Iranian-supported groups on or near the vast US
Embassy compound in Baghdad as it steps up pressure on Iran with the re-
imposition of crippling sanctions. However, closing the embassy and
withdrawing US personnel from Baghdad would signal a significant retreat from
a country in which successive administrations have invested massive amounts
of money and lives.
The threat to evacuate the embassy, which has stoked concerns in Baghdad of a
diplomatic crisis, was first delivered to President Barham Saleh on Tuesday
in a phone call with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Iraqi officials said.
Pompeo then repeated the warning to Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi
on Saturday, the officials said.
Pompeo told Saleh that if the US presence continues to be targeted, measures
would be taken to close the embassy and a “strong and violent” response would
follow against the groups responsible for the attacks, according to three
Iraqi officials with knowledge of the call.
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Pompeo went further with Al-Kadhimi on Saturday, telling the prime minister
that the US will initiate plans to withdraw from the embassy, according to
the Iraqi officials who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with
regulations.
An official announcement has not been made by the Americans. But the Trump
administration has not been shy about expressing its anger and concern about
continuing rocket attacks by Iranian-backed groups on or near the embassy
compound.
In a tangible sign of a strain in US-Iraq relations, the State Department
shortened an Iran sanctions waiver deadline by 60 days last week. The
previous waiver, crucial for Iraq to import badly needed Iranian gas to meet
power demands, gave the government 120 days.
Without the waiver, Iraq would suffer crippling sanctions barring it access
to US dollars.
Despite comments from US officials that a deadline on closing the embassy is
not in place, Iraqi officials appeared to be under the impression they have
until the waiver expires in two months’ time to take action.
“America will observe what measures the government of Iraq takes within two
months,” one senior Iraqi official said. During this time, Al-Kadhimi’s
administration must halt the targeting of foreign missions, military
installations and logistics convoys destined for the US-led coalition or
else, “aggressive” action would follow, the official said.
Iraq’s leadership is feeling the heat.
Al-Kadhimi, Saleh and Parliament Speaker Mohamed Al-Halbousi held a meeting
late Sunday in which all three leaders said they supported measures to bring
arms under the authority of the state and to prevent the targeting of
diplomatic missions.
So far, Iraqi authorities have redistributed some security forces inside the
Green Zone.
The Iraqi officials also said two factors might determine whether Iraq’s
leadership can walk back from an impending diplomatic crisis: Security
fallout from protests planned in the coming weeks to mark one year since mass
anti-government demonstrations began, and domestic politics inside the US
ahead of the November federal election.
“We expect large crowds,” said one official of the protests. “And we expect
it will impact American thinking.”
Two Western diplomats said they had been informed that the US has started the
process of closing its sprawling facility inside the heavily fortified Green
Zone, but could not provide details. The US Embassy declined to comment.
Closing the facility, which is by physical size the largest US diplomatic
mission in the world, is expected to be a complex and time-consuming process.
The embassy was already functioning at minimum levels since March due to the
coronavirus and ongoing security threats.
Diplomats were told the US had already started the process of closing but
would “re-evaluate while progressing,” one Western official said, suggesting
the decision was reversible if security inside the Green Zone improved. In
2018, Pompeo ordered the closure of the US consulate in the southern Iraqi
city of Basra due to attacks by Iranian-backed militias.
As a member of Congress, Pompeo had been a strong critic of the Obama
administration and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton over the deadly
attack on US diplomatic facilities in Benghazi, Libya. He is loathe to see a



repeat of such an attack on his watch, according to current and former US
officials. In addition, Trump has been clear about his desire to reduce the
US presence in the Mideast, although he has focused primarily on the
military.
However, closing the embassy after the massive US investment of lives and
money in Iraq since 2003 would likely draw significant criticism from Trump
allies in Congress, including lawmakers who supported the invasion and ouster
of Saddam Hussein. Ahead of November’s election, it is not clear if Trump
would be willing to invite that criticism.
The State Department declined to comment on the calls between Pompeo and
Iraq’s leadership, but said the US will not tolerate threats.
“We have made the point before that the actions of lawless Iran-backed
militias remains the single biggest deterrent to stability in Iraq,” the
department said. “It is unacceptable for Iran-backed groups to launch rockets
at our embassy, attack American and other diplomats, and threaten law and
order in Iraq.”
Meanwhile, attacks targeting convoys continue.
On Monday, five Iraqi civilians were killed and two severely wounded after a
Katyusha rocket hit near Baghdad airport, Iraq’s military said. The rocket
may have been targeting the international airport but struck a residential
home close by instead, Iraqi security officials said, requesting anonymity in
line with regulations.
Also on Monday, a roadside bomb targeted a convoy carrying materials destined
for US forces southwest of Baghdad, two Iraqi security officials said. The
officials spoke on condition of anonymity in line with regulations.
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Five civilians killed in Baghdad rocket attackIraqi army: Rocket hits
Baghdad’s Green Zone; no casualties
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