Tunisia says it has intercepted 70,000
Italy-bound migrants in 2023

TUNIS: Close to 70,000 migrants were intercepted trying to cross the
Mediterranean from Tunisia to Italy this year, more than double the 2022
figure, the Tunisian National Guard told AFP on Saturday.

Tunisia, alongside Libya, is the principal departure point for thousands of
migrants hoping to reach Europe.

The number intercepted by Tunisian authorities was 69,963 for the first 11
months of 2023, compared to 31,297 in the same period last year, according to
data from the National Guard.

Foreigners made up 78 percent, while the rest were Tunisians.

Lebanon border clashes intensify
despite peace efforts

BEIRUT: Confrontations between Hezbollah militants and the Israeli army
intensified on Saturday as talks continued in an effort to end the conflict
on Lebanon’s southern border.

The Supreme Islamic Council, which includes Sunni figures in Lebanon,
expressed concern about Israeli targeting of villages, towns, and farms in
southern areas of the country.

The council met in Dar Al-Fatwa, chaired by the Grand Mufti of Lebanon,
Sheikh Abdul Latif Derian.

Israeli fire injures 3 Lebanese
soldiers: medical source

BEIRUT: Three Lebanese soldiers were lightly injured Friday by Israeli
shelling in southern Lebanon, medical sources said, while the Lebanese army
reported no casualties in a second attack on a hospital.

Hezbollah also announced the death of four of its fighters on Friday.
“Israeli artillery fire targeted the vicinity of a Lebanese army post in Ras
el-Naqura, lightly injuring three soldiers,” a medical source told AFP.

An AFP photographer at the scene saw the soldiers lying on stretchers,
exhibiting signs of breathing difficulties but with no open wounds.
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Why did Israel fail to foil Hamas
attack plot despite specific warnings?

LONDON: On Oct. 6, 1973, Israel was taken completely unawares by an attack by
a coalition of Middle East states, led by Egypt, that came very close to
wiping it off the map.

In the end Israel, backed by a massive airlift of advanced weaponry and other
support from the US, survived the Yom Kippur War, albeit at great cost — more
than 2,600 of its soldiers were killed, and thousands more wounded.

n

But “it was a massive intelligence failure,” said Ahron Bregman, a UK-based
Israeli historian, author and political scientist.

Israelis kill 6 Palestinians 1n West
Bank assault

RAMALLAH: Israeli forces shot dead six Palestinians on Friday in a raid on a
refugee camp in the occupied West Bank, the Palestinian Health Ministry said,
as the army confirmed it conducted a “counterterrorism” operation.
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