
Mandatory use of Child Restraining
Device in private cars to come into
effect on November 1

     The Transport Department (TD) today (February 24) reminded private car
drivers that, starting from November 1, 2025, child passengers travelling in
private cars must use a Child Restraining Device (CRD), such as a child
safety seat.

     Following the passage of the Road Traffic (Safety Equipment) (Amendment)
Regulation 2024 by the Legislative Council, starting from November 1, 2025,
unless child passengers aged below 8 reach a body height of 1.35 metres, they
must use CRDs in private cars irrespective of sitting in the front or rear
seats. Passengers aged 8 or above, or with a body height of at least 1.35m
must either use a CRD or wear an adult seat belt. Otherwise, the driver must
not drive the car on any road. Apart from conventional types of child safety
seats, there are various types of portable CRDs, such as a seat belt
adjuster, a wearable safety restraint vest or a foldable booster, available
in the market for selection.

     The Police may issue a Fixed Penalty Notice of $230 to drivers breaching
the requirement. Serious cases may be referred to the court, which can impose
a maximum fine of $2,000. To cater for individual exceptional circumstances,
two statutory defences have been provided under the Amendment Regulation: (1)
a private car driver having a reasonable ground to believe that the passenger
has attained 8 years of age or has reached a body height of 1.35m; or (2) the
child passenger is being transported in a case of emergency (such as
emergency treatment) where the driver may not have time to arrange and use a
CRD.

     A spokesman for the TD said, "The new requirement aims to enhance
protection for children and passenger safety. CRDs provide effective
protection for child passengers in traffic accidents and they can
substantially reduce the risks of being killed or seriously injured."

     The spokesman urged parents, guardians or private car drivers carrying a
child passenger to select and purchase appropriate devices fit for their
children's age and body. They should take a close look at the packaging
description and follow the installation guidelines. If an International
Standards Organization FIX (ISOFIX) safety seat is preferred, pay special
attention to its applicable vehicle models. For enquiries, they should
consult the manufacturer or retailer on the product standards to meet the
legal requirements.

     The TD will work with the Police and the Road Safety Council to step up
publicity and public education on road safety for private car drivers,
covering the legal requirements as well as points to note during selection
and use of CRDs (including national and international standards recognised).
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The TD will also maintain close liaison with the Consumer Council to enhance
information dissemination for the public to make an informed choice.

     Members of the public may refer to the TD's Agent T Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/AgentT.hk), or call the hotline 2804 2600 for details.
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