
LCQ6: Commemorative activities for
80th anniversary of victory in War of
Resistance

     Following is a question by the Hon Chan Yung and a written reply by the
Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr Erick Tsang Kwok-wai,
in the Legislative Council today (February 26):
 
Question:
 
     This year marks the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of
Resistance, and it is learnt that the Government will host a series of
commemorative activities. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:
 
(1) whether it will set up a "Preparatory Committee for commemorative
activities for the 80th anniversary of Hong Kong's victory in the War ‍of
Resistance" led by the Working Group on Patriotic Education, and extensively
invite the participation of representatives of community organisations to co-
ordinate the relevant activities; if so, of the expected time to commence
such work;
 
(2) of the key activities to be hosted to commemorate the 80th ‍anniversary
of victory in the War of Resistance, so as to strengthen the sense of
patriotism among the public while disseminating the message of peace;
 
(3) how it will take the opportunity to make good use of the rich resources
of the history of the War of Resistance in Hong Kong to promote the
development of red tourism; and
 
(4) how it will collaborate with the relevant Central authorities and other
cities in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area in jointly
commemorating the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance?
 
Reply:
 
President,
 
     Having consulted the relevant bureaux, a consolidated reply in response
to the questions raised by the Hon Chan Yung is as follows:
      
     This year marks the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of
Resistance. The Chief Executive announced in the 2024 Policy Address that the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government will host
commemorative activities to strengthen the sense of patriotism. In terms of
implementation, the Working Group on Patriotic Education led by the Chief
Secretary for Administration will co-ordinate relevant bureaux and
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departments in launching a series of commemorative activities, including:
 
(a) The HKSAR Government will host a solemn official ceremony at the Hong
Kong City Hall Memorial Garden on September 3, the Victory Day of the War of
Resistance, to honour the occasion. The commemoration will feature a
rendition of the national anthem, ceremonial flag raising, a Rifle Volley by
the Police Rifle Squad, an observation of silence, and bowing in tribute. The
attendance at the ceremony will include the Chief Executive and senior
government officials, representatives of the organs of the Central People's
Government in Hong Kong, former Chief Executives, members of the Executive
Council, members of the Legislative Council, representatives of war veterans'
groups, HKSAR deputies to the National People's Congress, HKSAR members of
the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, representatives of District Councils, representatives of Heung
Yee Kuk, representatives of district organisations, members of uniformed
groups and youth groups, etc;
 
(b) With the funding and support from the Home Affairs Department, three
major associations, namely the Hong Kong Island Federation, the Kowloon
Federation of Associations and the New Territories Association of Societies,
will organise activities on September 3 to commemorate the victory of the War
of Resistance. Examples of these activities include a talk by veterans to
recount their experiences during the War and a film show about the War, with
a view to deepening the understanding among members of the public about the
historical events of the War of Resistance on the Mainland and in Hong Kong
and fostering their sense of patriotism;
 
(c) The Hong Kong Museum of History (HKMH) under the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department (LCSD) is currently liaising closely with the National
Museum of China on co-organising a large-scale thematic exhibition scheduled
to launch in early September for a period of about three months. The
exhibition will mainly feature our country's unyielding spirit of resistance
during the War, as well as contents on Hong Kong people's support for the
Mainland compatriots, and the three years and eight months of Japanese
occupation of Hong Kong, with a view to giving Hong Kong citizens
(particularly the younger generation) a better understanding of the War of
Resistance;
 
(d) The Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence (MWRCD)
is planning to collaborate with the Guangdong Museum of Revolutionary History
to jointly organise a thematic exhibition on the 80th anniversary of victory
in the War of Resistance. The exhibition will focus on an overview of the
anti war activities of the Chinese Communist Party in Guangdong Province and
Hong Kong during the War of Resistance. Through the display of valuable
exhibits, historical photographs and multi-media programmes, the exhibition
aims to enlighten the public about the history of the War, thereby promoting
and inheriting the spirit of patriotic education;
 
(e) The LCSD museums will also organise a diverse array of public and
educational programmes, including thematic talks, workshops, field trips, and
film screenings to raise public awareness of the history of the War of



Resistance;
 
(f) The LCSD will, from August to December, organise a thematic talk
"Reapproaching the Japanese Occupation of Hong Kong from interactive map,
1941-1945" and a book display "Days of War" at the Hong Kong Central Library,
as well as book displays, photo exhibitions and thematic talks at public
libraries in different districts to introduce relevant collections and
information, so as to enable citizens to learn about the history of the War
of Resistance as well as the unity and resilience of the Chinese people in
the fight for peace. These include the thematic talk cum roving exhibition
"War of Resistance in Hong Kong: Sai Kung" to be held in Sai Kung District,
guided tours of the Hong Kong Sha Tau Kok Anti-war Memorial Hall to be held
in North District, and thematic talk series "Wartime Sham Shui Po" to be held
in Sham Shui Po District, etc;
 
(g) In terms of teachers and students, the Education Bureau (EDB) has always
attached great emphasis on the education about the history of the War of
Resistance, and continuously organises relevant activities for teachers and
students to help them understand the history of the War and the heroic deeds
of the martyrs, experience the indomitable spirit of the Chinese nation,
learn to cherish peace through remembering history, as well as cultivate
their sense of identity, belonging, responsibility and patriotic spirit. On
teacher training activities, the EDB plans to organise an academic seminar on
the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance, lecture on the
contributions of the Hong Kong and Kowloon Independent Brigade of the East
River Column, visits to places such as the Chinese People's Liberation Army
Hong Kong Garrison Exhibition Center at Ngong Shuen Chau Barracks, the Hong
Kong Sha Tau Kok Anti-Japanese War Memorial Hall, and the Wu Kau Tang Martyrs
Memorial Garden, as well as a study tour for teachers in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area themed on the footprints in relation to the War
of Resistance. On student activities, the EDB plans to roll out the "Visual
Narrative of the War of Resistance: Territory-wide Creative Competition", the
History e-Reading Award Scheme themed on the 80th anniversary of victory in
the War of Resistance, the second "Learn from Museums – Novice Curator
Training Programme" co-organised with the Hong Kong Museum of the War of
Resistance and Coastal Defence, as well as field study activities related to
the history of the War of Resistance in both the local region and the
Mainland; and
 
(h) The Information Services Department is actively planning to collaborate
with relevant government organisations on programme production under the
theme of "Commemorating the 80th Anniversary of Victory in the War of
Resistance", so as to promote patriotic education through storytelling in a
vivid manner.
 
     To make good use of the abundant resources relating to the history of
the War of Resistance in Hong Kong to promoting characteristic tourism, the
Tourism Commission, in collaboration with the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (AFCD), has been taking forward the Enhancement of
Hiking Trails (the Project) since 2018 to enhance the tourism supporting
facilities of 20 hiking trails in country parks which are popular and with



tourism potential. The Project covers hiking trails relating to war history,
namely Lion Rock Historic Walk, Shing Mun War Relics Trail and Luk Keng War
Relics Trail. The AFCD completed the enhancement works at Lion Rock Historic
Walk in December 2023, whereas those at Shing Mun War Relics Trail and Luk
Keng War Relics Trail are expected to be completed progressively in 2026. In
addition, the AFCD installed at the Robin's Nest Country Park interpretation
panels about its war relics and the deeds of nearby villagers at the War of
Resistance, and produced a video for broadcasting on social media platforms,
thereby showcasing the history of the War of Resistance at the Robin's Nest
Country Park. The HKSAR Government will continue to encourage the trade to
make better use of the abundant resources relating to the history of the War
of Resistance to develop more unique tourism products covering different
themes of in-depth tours.
      
     Besides, to preserve the history of the War of Resistance in Hong Kong,
the MWRCD has commenced relevant historical research with a view to providing
related historical information for the War of Resistance heritage trails to
be set up by responsible government departments in the future. The
information will offer the public an insight into the history of the War of
Resistance, and enrich their travel experience.


