
International coordinated action
against tax fraud and money laundering

Yesterday, police, tax and judicial authorities from four Member States and
Australia took part in an action day against a group of individuals and
companies suspected of tax fraud and money laundering. The joint action was
initiated by the Dutch Public Prosecution Service in cooperation with the
FIOD, the criminal investigation service of the Dutch Tax and Customs
Administration. Arrests were made in the involved countries, suspects were
questioned, and searches and seizures were carried out. The hearing of
witnesses is ongoing.

An investigation into holders of suspicious bank accounts and facilitators
was commenced by the Dutch authorities in 2016. Germany, France, HM Revenue &
Customs from the UK and Australia also opened their own investigations. The
independent investigations gathered evidence and analysed a huge amount of
data. The undeclared assets hidden within offshore accounts and policies are
estimated in the millions of euros.

Eurojust held three coordination meetings, attended by participants from the
involved States, to share information and devise a strategy for the action
day. More actions are expected in the coming weeks. International cooperation
will be intensified, and the roles that possible service providers have
played will be examined.

International cooperation, improved tax transparency and the suspending of
bank secrecy laws help to detect tax fraud.

For interviews and further information, please contact:

EUROJUST
Corporate Communications Office
E-mail: media@eurojust.europa.eu
For all Eurojust press releases, please see www.eurojust.europa.eu (Press
centre) 

Note: Due to maintenance in preparation for the move to the new Eurojust
premises, the Eurojust website and e-mail system will not be available on 1
and 2 April 2017. We apologise for any inconvenience caused. Thank you.
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