
HSE backs Farm Safety Week amid
concern for children and older workers
on Britain’s farms

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) continues to support Farm Safety Week,
with new figures for 2025/26 revealing that children and older workers remain
disproportionately at risk on Britain’s farms. Agriculture remains the
industry with the highest rate of work-related fatalities.

Provisional data for 2025/26 shows that 29 people were killed in agriculture,
forestry and fishing, including seven members of the public, three of whom
were children. Over the last five years, nine children have lost their lives
on Britain’s farms, representing 6% of all work-related fatal injuries in the
sector. At the other end of the age spectrum, over 65s accounted for half of
all worker fatalities in 2025/26 — a stark reminder that older farmers face
particular risks in what remains a challenging working environment.

Over the last five years, the sector has averaged 28 work-related deaths per
year. Measured per 100,000 workers, the fatal injury rate is five times
higher than construction and 21 times higher than the all-industry average.
Vehicles, falling objects, falls from height, animals and machinery continue
to be the main causes of death, with moving or overturning vehicles alone
claiming eight lives in 2025/26.

Wayne Owen, HSE inspector for agriculture said:

“The continued loss of life, particularly the deaths of nine children on
Britain’s farms over the last five years, is both tragic and unacceptable.

“These are not inevitable accidents; many result from risks that could and
should be controlled.

“Children, particularly young children, should not be in the farm workplace —
they should be in a safe, fenced area such as a farmhouse garden.

“We are also deeply concerned about the number of older workers losing their
lives. Over 65s account for half of all worker fatalities

“Meaningful and lasting improvement will only come through a significant
cultural change across the industry — one that starts on every farm and with
every farmer.

“HSE will continue to work with industry partners, including Britain’s Farm
Safety Partnerships, to drive the cultural change that is so desperately
needed.”

Free guidance, including , including What a good farm looks like and Farmwise
Great if we can include these two publications as links (also available in
Welsh), with both available at Agriculture – HSE.

http://www.government-world.com/hse-backs-farm-safety-week-amid-concern-for-children-and-older-workers-on-britains-farms/
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https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/resources/good-farm.htm?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=corporate-push
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg270.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=corporate-push


 

Further information:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We are dedicated to protecting people
and places, and helping everyone lead safer and healthier lives.
Further details on the latest HSE news releases is available.2.
Guidance for the agriculture industry is available – Agriculture – HSE.3.

https://www.hse.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors
https://press.hse.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors
https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=corporate-push

