
Hospital Authority welcomes 2025-26
Budget

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The Hospital Authority (HA) Chairman, Mr Henry Fan, welcomed the 2025-26
Budget announced by the Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, at the Legislative
Council today (February 26). The 2025-26 annual subvention for the HA will be
$100.2 billion (including $99 billion recurrent), having increased by 3 per
cent compared to the 2024-25 revised provision.
 
     Mr Fan is especially grateful that in the face of pressure on public
finances, the Government continues to increase the subvention to the HA. The
HA co-operates with the Government on the deepening reform of the healthcare
system, and remains committed to augmenting and strengthening public
healthcare services to benefit the well-being of the community. The HA
strives to optimise utilisation, enhance efficiency, minimise wastage and
execute targeted allocation of public resources to ensure its purposeful
deployment. The structure and levels of subsidisation will be reviewed for
the sustainable development of public healthcare. The HA will strive to
improve its service comprehensively with a spirit of innovation and change,
and active promotion of reform.
 
     Mr Fan said, "With the staunch support of the country and the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government, the HA will remain
dedicated to strengthening its service and provide suitable treatment and
care for patients. Measures include launching the first breast milk bank in
Hong Kong, executing full-scale preparation on the first stroke centre and
the second chest pain centre in Hong Kong in accordance with national
accreditation standards, and devotedly expanding the talent hub by attracting
healthcare professionals to work in Hong Kong through Mainland and global
healthcare talent visiting programmes in order to provide high-quality
healthcare services to the public."
 
     The HA Chief Executive, Dr Tony Ko, thanked the HKSAR Government for
supporting the service upgrade in public hospitals. "The HA will actively
carry out hospital redevelopment and expansion projects, including Queen Mary
Hospital, New Acute Hospital at Kai Tak Development Area, phase 2 of the
redevelopment of Kwong Wah Hospital, and the Community Health Centres in
various locations, in order to elevate the service capacity of public
healthcare to meet community needs," said Dr Ko.
 
     The HA will continue to execute various measures to promote sustainable
development of public healthcare and to be in line with primary healthcare
policy. Smart hospital initiatives with advanced technology will be expanded
in the clusters so that patients' experiences and operational processes will
be enhanced. In the coming financial year, around 330 additional public
hospital beds will be opened and capacity for operating theatre services,
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endoscopic services and cataract surgeries will be enhanced. Meanwhile,
quotas of general outpatient clinics will be increased; triage and referral
arrangements for specialist out-patient clinics will also be optimised to
strengthen the treatment and care for major chronic diseases, and services of
nurse clinics, ensuring comprehensive fulfilment of patients' healthcare
requirements. The HA will implement measures to boost capacity of accident
and emergency, radiotherapy and chemotherapy services, as well as improve
pharmacy services.
 
     Mr Fan and Dr Ko once again thanked the HKSAR Government for its support
of public healthcare services. The HA will utilise the subvention
appropriately and strive to implement relevant policies and measures for the
benefit of patients.


