Home and Youth Affairs Bureau held
training seminar for members of
District Councils (with photos)

a€<The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) held a training seminar for
members of the District Councils (DCs) at the Central Government Offices
today (June 5).

a€<Based on the needs of DC members, the HYAB has been arranging
different training sessions and visits to assist DC members in discharging
their duties, so as to improve the efficacy of district work and serve the
people better. The training seminar today focused on how to enhance
communications with the media, and to promote the good practices of building
management.

a€<The Under Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs, Mr Clarence Leung,
attended the training seminar and delivered a speech. He said that under the
improved district governance system, the DCs, the District Services and
Community Care Teams (Care Teams) and other district organisations and groups
worked hand-in-hand in serving the people. District work had to be done with
the people at heart for it to be effective and efficient. The HYAB and the
Home Affairs Department (HAD) had therefore continued to provide various
training for DC members. For example, the HAD had arranged for DC members to
attend mediation training in batches starting from May. Mr Leung hoped the
relevant training could help DC members better discharge their duties,
further improve the efficacy of district governance and thereby building a
harmonious community together.

a€<a€<Today's training seminar had two parts. In the first part, a guest
speaker shared with DC members the latest media landscape and skills in
engaging with the media. Through strengthening communications with the media,
members of the public could better understand DC members' work under the
improved district governance system more effectively through the media, so
that DC members could better serve as the bridge between the Government and
the people, while telling good stories of the DCs.

a€<Before the second part of the training seminar, the Secretary for
Home and Youth Affairs, Miss Alice Mak, addressed DC members, saying that the
Government had always placed emphasis on district work. She quoted the
Director of the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region, Mr Zhou Ji, that the DCs, "the three
district committees" (the Area Committees, the District Fight Crime
Committees and the District Fire Safety Committees) and Care Teams are the
troika after improvements to district governance, and reminded DC members to
strengthen collaboration with "the three district committees" and Care Teams,
and address and resolve people's conflicts at early stages. Miss Mak
emphasised that building management was one of the key aspects of district
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work, and encouraged DC members to be familiar with relevant legislation, so
as to provide support and assistance to owners and residents in need and
facilitate the smooth operation of building management.

a€<«Afterwards, in the second part, the guest speaker shared with DC
members the relevant information on the Building Management (Amendment)
Ordinance 2024 (the Amendment Ordinance), which would come into effect on
July 13. As early as December last year, HAD organised two briefing sessions
for DC members. In view of the imminent commencement of the Amendment
Ordinance, HAD provided training to DC members again on the content and
requirements of the Amendment Ordinance, with a view to enabling DC members
to provide effective assistance to owners and residents in dealing with
building management issues when necessary. The key objectives of the
Amendment Ordinance are to enhance the transparency and accountability of the
operation of owners' corporations (0Cs), for example, in respect of large-
scale maintenance works or high-value procurement, and to provide better
protection for members of the management committees (MCs) of 0Cs. The
Amendment Ordinance also includes new provisions relating to the keeping of
documents relating to building management and the responsibilities of the MCs
in keeping such documents.



