Company sentenced after worker loses
finger in machinery

A cable manufacturing company has been sentenced today for safety breaches
after a worker suffered the loss of his left little finger.

Sunderland Magistrates’ Court heard that on the 24 of September 2015 during
the cable making process the injured worker at AEI Cables Limited put his
left hand into an unguarded machine. His hand came into contact with
dangerous parts of machinery. He lost one finger and received serious
lacerations to the other fingers on his left hand.

A Health and Safety Executive (HSE) investigation found there was no guarding
in place to prevent access to the dangerous part of the machinery.

AEI Cables Limited of Birtley, Chester-Le-Street County Durham pleaded guilty
to breaching Regulation 11(1) of the Provision and Use of Work Equipment
Regulations and was fined £40,000. Costs were also awarded.

After the hearing, HSE inspector Victoria Crofton commented: “This injury was
easily prevented and the risk should have been identified.

“Employers should make sure they properly assess and apply effective control
measures to minimise the risk from dangerous parts of machinery.”

Notes to Editors:

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator
for workplace health and safety. It aims to reduce work-related death,
injury and ill health. It does so through research, information and
advice, promoting training; new or revised regulations and codes of
practice, and working with local authority partners by inspection,
investigation and enforcement. www.hse.gov.uk

2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
www.legislation.gov.uk/

3. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk

Journalists should approach HSE press office with any queries on regional
press releases.
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unregistered gas work

An unregistered plumber has been sentenced after conducting gas work and
leaving it in a dangerous state.

Torquay Magistrates heard how Stephen Barton undertook the installation of a
gas cooker and gas boiler at two separate properties in Dawlish and Exeter
during January and May 2016. Gas Safe Register who inspected his work at the
homes classed it as dangerous.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that Stephen
Barton wasn’t Gas Safe Registered at the time he conducted this work.

Stephen Barton of Park Road, Dawlish pleaded guilty to breaching Regulation
3(3) of the Gas Safety Installation and Use Regulations 1998 and breaching
Section 3(2) of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. He has been sentenced
to undertake 300 hours of unpaid community work and to pay £3,600 in costs.

Speaking after the hearing HSE inspector Simon Jones said: “Stephen Barton
undertook gas work which he knew he was not registered to do.

“All gas work must be done by registered Gas Safe engineers to ensure the
highest standards are met to prevent injury and loss of life.”

Further information about gas safety can be found at
http://www.hse.gov.uk/gas/
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£160,000 fine for aircraft company
after workers fell from the tail of a

plane

An aircraft engineering company has been fined after two men fell about 15
feet while they were carrying out checks at the tail of an aeroplane.

Chelmsford Magistrates’ Court heard that an employee of Inflite Engineering
Services and an agency worker suffered broken bones after the fall at
Stansted Airport on 10 June 2015.

They were working either side of the tail using mobile elevated work
platforms when another employee closed the wrong circuit breaker,
inadvertently opening the plane’s airbrake, which knocked over both
platforms.

The men fell between 10 to 15 feet. One employee, a 62-year-old man, suffered
three fractures to his pelvis, a broken back, three broken ribs, a fractured
elbow and a punctured right lung. The second man, 60, suffered a broken wrist
and a chipped a bone on his spine.

A Health and Safety Executive (HSE) investigation found that no suitable risk
assessment was in place and there was a lack of effective monitoring.

Today, Wednesday 15 March 2017, Inflite Engineering Limited, based a Stansted
Airport, pleaded guilty to breaches under Sections 2 and 3 of the Health and
Safety at Work Act 1974. The company was fined £160,000 and ordered to pay
costs of £5,492.90.

Speaking after the case, HSE Inspector Tania van Rixtel said: “Both of these
men suffered shocking injuries after falling from height, which could easily
have been a double fatality. Our investigation found the incident could have
been avoided had adequate monitoring been taking place. Aircraft maintenance
companies are reminded that not all risks are covered by the Aircraft
Maintenance Manual and additional measures need to be introduced.”

Notes to Editors:

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator
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for workplace health and safety. It aims to reduce work-related death,
injury and ill health. It does so through research, information and
advice, promoting training; new or revised regulations and codes of
practice, and working with local authority partners by inspection,
investigation and enforcement. www.hse.gov.uk

2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:

www.legislation.gov.uk/

. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk

4. Industry specific guidance can be found at
https://www.citb.co.uk/documents/csk-gs001-solar-infomaster.pdf
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Journalists should approach HSE press office with any queries on regional
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