
Guterres meets Venezuela Foreign
Minister, reiterates humanitarian
principles

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres met on Friday with Jorge
Arreaza, Foreign Minister of Venezuela, reiterated that the UN acts in
accordance with the humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality,
impartiality and independence, working with Venezuelan institutions, to
assist people in need.  

This is the third time that Minister Arreaza meets with the UN Secretary-
General in just a few weeks.

During their meeting at UN headquarters in New York, they discussed the
situation in the country and in the region, and Mr. Guterres urged the
Venezuelan authorities not to use lethal force against demonstrators.

Amid deepening economic and political uncertainty, the UN has been supporting
local institutions by providing medical kits for women and children, and aid
teams are also delivering 100,000 treatments for severe acute malnutrition.
Six temporary shelters have been set up in the western border states to house
1,600 people and offer them protection and information, as well as family
kits containing food and clothing.

The World Health Organization (WHO) confirmed that it is continuing to work
with the authorities through the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO),
notably to prevent and control communicable and non-communicable diseases.
Immunization campaigns have been carried out to halt the spread of measles
and diphtheria.

In a bid to help 3.6 million Venezuelans, including 2 million children, the
UN humanitarian coordination office (OCHA) has appealed for nearly $110
million.
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