Greens: Release of anti-fracking
activists a victory for right to
protest

[x]
17 October 2018

The Green Party has responded to news three anti-fracking activists have had
custodial sentences reduced to conditional discharges by the Court of Appeal
today [1].

Simon Roscoe Blevins, Richard Roberts, and Richard Loizou were jailed in
September for protesting fracking at Cuadrilla’s Preston New Road site in
Lancashire in July last year.

Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the Green Party, said:

“The release of three anti-fracking heroes from jail is a victory for
peaceful protest. These sentences were not only heavy handed and wrong, they
were part of a nationwide clamp down on dissent making it harder and harder
for campaigners to stand up against climate destruction.

“The Green Party stands shoulder to shoulder with Richard, Richard and Roscoe
as they celebrate their freedom today. The anti-fracking movement is stronger
than ever. We will not give up this fight until Britain is free of this dirty
and destructive industry.

Notes:

1. https://www.thequardian.com/environment/2018/oct/17/court-quashes-excess
ive-sentences-of-fracking-protesters
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