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Responding to a warning from the UN Secretary General that the world has
failed to limit global heating to 1.5C and his call on global leaders to
urgently change course at the forthcoming COP30 climate summit in Brazil,
Green Party MP Ellie Chowns said:

“It is vital we pay heed to the warnings by the UN Secretary General on the
risks posed to the world of breaking through the 1.5C limit, set by the Paris
Agreement ten years ago. 

“As the birthplace of the industrial revolution, and its legacy of high
carbon emissions, the UK has a special responsibility to be a global leader
in the shift towards a green economy – and leading by example at home. 

“It’s welcome that the PM is attending COP 30 and Keir Starmer must use his
voice to demand action that closes the global emissions gap. He must also
stand firm against the reckless and dangerous attempts to undermine climate
action by Reform UK and the Conservatives. True climate leadership also means
resisting pressure from the fossil fuel lobby.

“COP30 is taking place against a backdrop of continued financial support from
governments for the fossil fuel industry. This includes an estimated £17.5
billion every year here in the UK.

“The government must also refuse permission for the giant Rosebank oilfield,
which would create more emissions than the combined annual CO2 emissions of
all 28 low-income countries in the world – the very countries that are
bearing the brunt of climate breakdown.”
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