
Greens call for urgent Parliamentary
debate on dangerous escalation

12 January 2024
Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay urged Parliament to force an urgent
debate on the “dangerous escalation” in the Middle East that has seen the UK
attack Yemen. 

Ramsay said: 

“It is important for the international community to work together to defend
shipping in the Red Sea from attack, but there is a significant distinction
between internationally based defence and countries like the UK and US taking
it upon themselves to launch attacks. 

“This is a dangerous escalation taken without the approval of Parliament. The
conflict is already spreading across Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and
elsewhere. These attacks risk inflaming tensions and sparking further
attacks. 

“The Prime Minister needs to stand before Parliament and explain a strategy.
It is unacceptable to escalate activity whilst evading scrutiny and the
democratic process. 

“The Green Party again urges the government to launch an urgent international
peace effort. Now is the time to search for new peace initiatives that can
break this cycle of pain and create the conditions for a lasting peace in the
region. 

“We need the UK government to work to restore trust in the international
institutions designed to protect people and that offer peaceful, legal and
diplomatic avenues to end conflicts. 

“As we set out earlier this week, the UK government should pursue a strategy
that reduces tensions and offers a path to peace. The key to that is ending
the conflict in Gaza. The government must: 

Unequivocally back an immediate ceasefire in Gaza to allow the free flow
of humanitarian aid, free the hostages and create space for dialogue 
Support the UN General Assembly in its overwhelming backing for a
ceasefire and use its position as a permanent member of the UN Security
Council to vote for rather than abstain on ceasefire votes 
Support the role of the International Criminal Court in its
investigation of war crimes, including the use of sexual violence by
Hamas and disproportionate use of force by the Israeli government 
Support South Africa in its decision to ask the International Court of
Justice to rule on whether Israel is carrying out genocide in Gaza. 
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Help reduce military action by suspending arms sales to Israel  

“By supporting international institutions and encouraging peaceful solutions,
the UK government can act as a partner for peace rather than a proponent for
further pain and suffering for the people of the region. 

“It will take courage and determination to change course and recognise that
UK foreign policy is failing to bring this conflict to an end, but a change
of course now, can help chart a new path to peace.” 
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