
Greens call for end to impunity as
Human Rights Watch warn of UK
complicity in Israeli violations in
Lebanon

Responding to the expansion of Israeli military ground operations in southern
Lebanon, Human Rights Watch has warned that countries that continue to
provide Israel with arms and military aid risk complicity in the Israeli
government’s serious violations in Lebanon. [1]

Reacting to the warnings of UK complicity in Israel’s violations in Lebanon,
Dr Ellie Chowns MP said:

“Israel has continuously flouted international law with apparent impunity.
That impunity must end. Throughout Israel’s genocide in Gaza and illegal
settlement expansion in the West Bank, the UK Government has refused to
pursue appropriate action against its government for breaching international
law or to re-evaluate Israel’s status as an ally to Britain.

“This permissiveness has not tempered but emboldened the Israeli government.
Following its strikes on Iran, Israel has expanded its ground campaign in
Lebanon, displacing a million people throughout the country, killing over
1,000 people – including 118 children – destroying civilian infrastructure,
and seemingly preparing for prolonged occupation of southern Lebanon.

“Israeli government and military officials have made repeated overt
comparisons between its plans for Lebanon and its genocidal destruction of
Gaza. Human Rights Watch has now warned that Israeli officials have signalled
an intent to wantonly destroy homes in Lebanon’s border villages, forcibly
displace and prevent the return of “hundreds of thousands of Shiite residents
of southern Lebanon”, and conduct strikes in Beirut that could target
civilians simply for being “near Hezbollah members, facilities, or means of
combat.” All these actions would constitute war crimes.

“The Government must heed these serious warnings and act decisively to avoid
the UK’s complicity in further crimes and to end the impunity which has
enabled and emboldened Israel. The Green Party reiterates our calls for the
UK to halt all arms sales to and military cooperation with the Israeli
Government, to drive independent investigations into war crimes committed and
support justice mechanisms for victims, and to impose sanctions on government
officials responsible for breaches of international law.”

NOTES TO EDITORS

[1] Israeli Officials Signal Stepped-Up Atrocities in Lebanon | Human Rights
Watch 
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Human Rights Watch highlight recent statements from Israeli officials that
signal “an intent to forcibly displace residents, destroy civilian homes and
conduct strikes that could target civilians. Forcible displacement, wanton
destruction and attacks deliberately targeting civilians are war crimes.” 

Since the recent escalation of hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah on
March 2, Israeli attacks have killed at least 1,029 people in Lebanon,
including 118 children and 40 medical workers, as of March 22 according to
Lebanon’s Ministry of Public Health, and over one million people have been
displaced following a series of displacement orders by the Israeli military.

Human Rights Watch recommends that “Israel’s key allies, including the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Germany, should suspend military assistance
and arms sales to Israel and impose targeted sanctions on officials credibly
responsible for ongoing serious abuses. They should levy further pressure on
Israel to ensure that displaced residents can return to their homes once
hostilities end or once the reasons for their displacement cease to exist.”

Lebanon researcher at Human Rights Watch, Ramzi Kaiss, said, “Atrocities
flourish when there is impunity, and other countries should no longer stand
by as they continue.”
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