
Green peer responds to highly critical
report about storage of data under the
‘snoopers’ charter’

11 June 2019

Green peer Jenny Jones has responded to a report on the use of the
Investigatory Powers’ Act (IPA – known as the ‘snoopers’ charter’). 

The campaigning group Liberty has highlighted the conclusions of the
Investigatory Powers Commissioner’s Office that MI5 had “illegally
mishandled” data including calls, messages, location and web-browsing
history.

Commissioner Adrian Fulford said compliance failures first became clear in
January 2016, but were only brought to the IPCO’s attention in February 2019.

Jenny said: “This report has confirmed what we’ve known for some time, that
the security services, as well as the police, are operating their
surveillance systems without accepting that they have to operate lawfully,
and in a properly targeted manner.

“I know from my own experience of being put on the domestic extremism
database that valuable security time and energy are wasted on the wrong
targets.

“We have to ensure the police and security services are not out of control,
trampling on our human rights and civil liberties.” 

Back when the Act was passed in 2016, Jenny wrote: “We have given our
security services unprecedented powers to spy on us.” (2)

She said today: “They have clearly exceeded even the sweeping powers they
were given, and broken the law in the process.”

Further information: contact press@greenparty.org.uk, 07967-417859

Notes

(1) https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-security-mi5/watchdog-says-mi5-
spy-agency-mishandled-snooping-data-for-years-
idUKKCN1TC1NC?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews&rpc=921

(2) https://twitter.com/GreenJennyJones/status/798922431545098240?ref_src=tws
rc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E798922431545098240&ref_url=https%3A
%2F%2Fwww.theinquirer.net%2Finquirer%2Fnews%2F2477546%2Fsnoopers-charter-20-i
p-bill-passed-by-parliament-and-will-become-law-within-weeks
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