Green Party responds to Reform UK’s

‘111-thought-out and cruel’ plan to

deport hundreds of thousands granted
asylum
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Responding to Reform UK’s latest attacks on asylum seekers, deputy leader of
the Green Party of England and Wales, Rachel MiIlward said:

“Another superficial, ill-thought-out and cruel announcement by Reform UK,
which will fail to tackle the roots of the asylum crisis whilst making sure
more suffering is heaped on the most vulnerable.

“We do not want to see people risking their lives crossing the channel in
small boats. What we need is strong international cooperation to address the
reasons that people are having to seek asylum in the first place: war,
poverty and the climate crisis, and to provide safe & managed routes that
would offer a real alternative to people smugglers.”

“We must remember our basic humanity. Many of those seeking asylum have
endured horrendous trauma. They include mothers and children. We have a duty
to offer compassion and sanctuary, not insecurity, fear and intimidation.

Millward also criticised the BBC for its recent reporting on asylum issues:

“We are disappointed that in recent days the BBC, with its own reports
stretching over multiple days, failed to show the challenges those genuinely
claiming asylum face. Of course applications for asylum must operate under a
proper legal framework, but introducing ever more restrictive rules won’t
make the system more efficient. What it would do is make life even harder for
the most vulnerable.”
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