
Government removes 630 hygiene black
spots from list

     The Government today (March 31) updated a list of hygiene black spots
(listed on a website: www.hygieneblackspots.gov.hk). A significant number of
630 hygiene black spots have been removed from the list, accounting for 85
per cent of the total number. The overall number of black spots has been
reduced from over 730 to about 100. As more than 60 hygienic black spots,
where conditions have been improved for no more than two years, are also
included on this list, the overall conditions of 94 per cent of the black
spots in total have been improved.
 
     The Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Cheuk Wing-hing,
thanked various departments for their concerted efforts and co-operation over
the past two years. With continuous cleanups and inspections, the Government
Programme on Tackling Hygiene Black Spots has achieved good results. The
cityscape and hygiene have been effectively improved, enhancing the well-
being of society.
 
     Mr Cheuk said, "At the meeting of the Task Force on District Governance
held in February this year, I instructed various departments to critically
review the situation of all 738 hygiene black spots, to assess which ones are
suitable for removal from the black spot list and continue to follow up on
those still requiring improvement. Based on subsequent reviews by the
departments, the hygiene conditions at 94 per cent (696) of the hygiene black
spots on the list have been markedly improved and could be considered for
removal from the black spot list. However, eight per cent (64) of the black
spots have not yet met the standard of continual improvement for two years,
so they have to remain on the black spot list for now.
 
     "The Government's work on tackling hygiene black spots is ongoing. The
departments concerned will continue to sustain their efforts and closely
monitor the hygiene conditions of these spots. Prompt actions will be taken
in case of any change of circumstances."
 
     When the Government Programme on Tackling Hygiene Black Spots was
launched in August 2022, the total number of hygiene black spots was 663.
After the launch of the website in January 2023, which enabled members of the
public to provide feedback on hygiene black spots, the number of black spots
increased to 738 in July 2023.
 
     Under the co-ordination of the District Matters Co-ordination Task Force
(later renamed as the Working Group on Environmental Hygiene and Cityscape)
and with the efforts of various departments, the hygiene conditions of more
than 90 per cent of the 738 black spots have considerably improved in early
2024, achieving the key performance indicator set by the Chief Executive for
the Programme in the 2022 Policy Address, i.e. eliminating at least 75 per
cent of the hygiene black spots by the end of 2023.
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