Government launches public
consultation on updating Hong Kong
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

The Government today (May 12) commences a public consultation on
updating Hong Kong's Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP). The two-
month consultation period will end on July 11.

The Government is committed to conserving Hong Kong's natural heritage,
safeguarding biodiversity and achieving sustainable development. To
complement the country's implementation of the United Nations' Convention on
Biological Diversity, the Government launched the first phase of the BSAP in
2016, proposing a total of 67 specific measures in four main areas. With the
concerted efforts of various sectors of the community, stakeholders and the
Government, the first phase of the BSAP has achieved fruitful outcomes.

A spokesman for the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) said, "Biodiversity is an integral part of our daily lives and is
intricately linked to the prosperity of our city and the well-being and
quality of life of our citizens. Hong Kong has extraordinary biodiversity
relative to a city of its size. To strike a balance between meeting
development needs and conserving biodiversity, all sectors of the community
should work together to ensure sustainable development."

To update the strategic areas and actions for the next phase of the
BSAP, the Government launched a public consultation today to gather views
from various sectors of the community. Taking into account the latest global
and national biodiversity initiatives, including the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework and the China National Biodiversity Conservation
Strategy and Action Plan (2023-2030), local circumstances and conditions, and
views received during the consultation period, the Government will complete
updating the BSAP later this year to step up the work on biodiversity
conservation and sustainable development, and to support the latest global
and national initiatives.

The consultation document proposes four strategic areas:

(1) Nature conservation: Building on years of dedicated efforts and the
implementation of the first phase of the BSAP, the Government has already
implemented numerous conservation measures. The Government proposes to
continue implementing nature conservation measures to ensure the preservation
of healthy ecosystems, for example, by exploring the implementation of area-
based conservation measures, restoring degraded or declining habitats, and
strengthening the protection of species of concern;

(2) Deepening mainstreaming: The first phase of the BSAP has raised the
awareness of biodiversity across society. The Government proposes to further
promote the adoption of biodiversity-friendly practices across all sectors of
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society, for example, through mobilising resources to support the sustainable
use and conservation of natural resources, encouraging various sectors to
leverage biodiversity opportunities, supporting communities to develop
stewardship responsibilities towards nature, etc, with a view to building a
prosperous city that coexists harmoniously with nature;

(3) Capacity building: The Government has continued to invest in
biodiversity-related knowledge products and research projects, including the
establishment of the Hong Kong Biodiversity Information Hub and setting up
various funding schemes. The Government proposes to continue to strategically
invest resources in promoting research and nurturing talent, for example, by
enabling innovative and high-quality research, promoting knowledge transfer
and talent development, strengthening institutions to support capacity
building, etc, for enhancing individual and collective capacities and
empowering everyone to actively contribute to the conservation of
biodiversity; and

(4) Collaborative partnering: Hong Kong has a unique set of strengths,
including international talent, a diverse cultural environment and close
connections with international networks. The Government proposes to foster a
culture of collaboration to extend the benefits of nature conservation to
broader communities, for example, by jointly taking actions with cross-
boundary and international partners, promoting exchange of experience and
information on various fronts, encouraging cross-disciplinary collaborations,
etc.

The consultation document can be downloaded from the AFCD's website
(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/conservation/Con _hkbsap/updating bs
ap/updating bsap.html). Members of the public can send in their views on or
before July 11 by email (bsap@afcd.gov.hk), by post (Biodiversity
Conservation Division, AFCD, 5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303
Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong), or by fax (2314 2802).

The Government will also invite organisations from relevant sectors
during the consultation period to attend the consultation sessions to collect
views.
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