
Government gazettes Road Traffic
(Amendment) Bill 2025

     The Government gazetted today (March 7) the Road Traffic (Amendment)
Bill 2025 for the implementation of an electronic driving licence (eDL).
      
     The Bill aims to amend the Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap. 374) and related
legislation to provide holders of a driving licence (including a driving
instructors' licence) an alternative to fulfil the relevant statutory
requirements of carrying or producing a driving licence for examination or
inspection by displaying their electronic licences on a specified electronic
platform with smart phones. The eDL will not be a substitute for a physical
driving licence, as driving licence holders will still be issued with a
physical driving licence, but they may use an eDL at their preference.
      
     A Government spokesperson said, "The implementation of an eDL can bring
greater convenience to some 2.5 million driving licence holders, especially
commercial vehicle drivers whose physical driving licences are more
susceptible to damage due to frequent use. Those who choose to use an eDL can
display it by logging on to a specified eDL mobile application on their smart
phones via iAM Smart or the Transport Department (TD)'s e-Licensing Portal.
To prevent a forgery of an eDL, the relevant application will be equipped
with security features, including identity authentication and disabling the
screen capture function, etc. Meanwhile, the TD will continue to issue a
physical driving licence to meet the needs of different parties.
      
     "The TD has long been striving for innovations in licence management
through streamlining procedures and implementing e-initiatives. In recent
years, the TD has also recorded a significant increase in the use of online
services. For example, in 2024, the proportion of online applications for
renewal of full driving licences and International Driving Permits reached 40
per cent. The TD will continue to implement various e-licensing initiatives,
bringing greater convenience to the public," the spokesperson supplemented.
      
     The Bill will be introduced into the Legislative Council for first
reading on March 19.
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