
Government appoints new Managing
Director of Urban Renewal Authority

     The Government announced today (May 29) that the Chief Executive has, on
the recommendation of a selection panel chaired by the Financial Secretary,
appointed Mr Donald Choi Wun-hing as the Managing Director of the Urban
Renewal Authority (URA) for a term of three years starting from June 15,
2025, to succeed Mr Wai Chi-sing upon his upcoming retirement.
 
     The Secretary for Development, Ms Bernadette Linn, said, "Mr Choi is a
veteran architect and has worked in the fields of architecture and property
development for a long time. He has a deep understanding of the local land
and housing planning, the property market, conservation of historic
buildings, green buildings and innovative construction techniques, among
others, and is committed to creating quality and vibrant urban living in Hong
Kong. I am confident that Mr Choi will lead the URA management in furthering
the important task of urban renewal, as well as effectively handling the
challenges of building decay while maintaining the financial sustainability
of the URA. I look forward to close collaboration with him."
 
     "I would also like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Mr Wai Chi-sing,
who is retiring upon completion of his term of office, for his invaluable
contributions to the work of the URA over the years. Since taking up the
position of Managing Director in 2016, with his exceptional leadership and
extensive experience, Mr Wai has led the URA in taking forward various urban
renewal initiatives with an innovative mindset. Apart from introducing new
planning concepts and measures to enhance the speed and quality of
redevelopment through a number of redevelopment projects and district
studies, he also adopted a forward-looking mindset to promote building
rehabilitation and made significant contributions to advancing sustainable
urban renewal," Ms Linn added.
 
     The Government appointed a consultancy firm last year to conduct an open
recruitment exercise for the Managing Director post of the URA. The
shortlisted candidates were considered by a selection panel chaired by the
Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, and the recommendation on the appointment
was made to the Chief Executive. Panel members included the Deputy Financial
Secretary, Mr Michael Wong; the Secretary for Development,
Ms Bernadette Linn; the Chairman of the URA, Mr Chow Chung-kong; and Non-
Executive Director of the URA Board Mr William Chan Fu-keung.
 
     The URA Managing Director is the URA's administrative head, responsible
for leading project teams to implement the decisions and instructions of the
URA Board. The Managing Director is also the Deputy Chairman of its Board.
 
     A brief biography of Mr Choi is as follows:
 
     Mr Choi is an architect by profession. He was the Chief Executive
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Officer of Chinachem Group from 2018 to August 2024 before his retirement.
Prior to that, he was the Managing Director of the Nan Fung Development
Limited and a Director at Foster + Partners. He previously served as
President of the Hong Kong Institute of Architects and of the Hong Kong
Institute of Urban Design. 
 
     Mr Choi holds a Bachelor of Mathematics degree from the University of
British Columbia in Canada and professional degrees in architecture from the
Rhode Island School of Design. He also holds a Master of Business
Administration degree from the University of Hong Kong and a Master of Arts
in Comparative and Public History degree from the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. 


