
Business-as-usual not an option with
future global food security in
jeopardy, cautions UN agency

22 February 2017 – Warning that diminishing natural resources and a changing
climate have put humankind’s future ability to feed itself “in jeopardy,” the
United Nations underlined today that while the planet still has the potential
to produce enough food, “major transformations” are needed to make production
sustainable and to ensure that all of humanity benefits.

In The Future of Food and Agriculture: Trends and Challenges report, the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) highlights that while “very real and
significant” progress in reducing hunger has been achieved over the past 30
years, these have often come at a heavy cost to nature.

“Almost half of the forests that once covered the Earth are now gone.
Groundwater sources are being depleted rapidly. Biodiversity has been deeply
eroded,” noted the report.

“[As a result,] planetary boundaries may well be surpassed, if current trends
continue,” added FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva, underlining the
gravity of the situation.

With global population estimated to reach 10 billion by 2050, world-wide
demand for agricultural products could be pushed by as much as 50 per cent
above current levels, intensifying pressures on already-strained natural
resources.

At the same time, the report argues, greater numbers of people will be eating
fewer cereals and larger amounts of meat, fruits, vegetables and processed
food – a result of an ongoing global dietary transition that will further add
to those pressures, driving more deforestation, land degradation and
greenhouse gas emissions.

According to FAO, without a push to invest in and reorganizing food systems,
far too many people will remain hungry in 2030 – the year by which the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) aim to eradicate chronic food insecurity and malnutrition.

“Without additional efforts to promote pro-poor development, reduce
inequalities and protect vulnerable people, more than 600 million people
would still be undernourished in 2030,” the report noted.

In fact, the current rate of progress would not even be enough to eradicate
hunger by 2050, it added.

Climate change will affect every aspect of food production

On top of these challenges, climate change adds a new level of complexity.
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Its increasing impacts are leading to greater variability of precipitation
and increasing the frequency of droughts and floods.

RELATED: Drought drives food price spike in East Africa, UN warns

In the midst of this multifaceted issue, the UN agency is advocating for a
shift to more sustainable food systems that make more efficient use of land,
water and other inputs, and for sharply reducing the use of fossil fuels in
agriculture.

Empowering small-scale farmers and providing them better access to
information, markets and technologies is key to ensuring future food
security. Photo: FAO

Reducing fossil fuel dependency will also help cut agricultural green-house
gas emissions, conserve biodiversity, and reduce waste, it added.

Furthermore, investments in agriculture and agri-food systems, as well as in
research and development, are needed to sustainably boost food production and
help producers better cope with water scarcity and other climate change
impacts.

The social dimension to food security

Also in the report, FAO has called for preserving and enhancing livelihoods
of small-scale and family farmers, and ensuring access to food for the most
vulnerable.

Amid the core challenge of having to produce more with less, it has
underlined that the twin-track approach is needed to immediately tackle
undernourishment, and that pro-poor investments in productive activities –
especially agriculture and in rural economies – could sustainably increase
income-earning opportunities of the poor.

RELATED: UN agency urges support for small farmers to help them not just get
by, but thrive and feed others

In addition to boosting production and resilience, it is equally important to
create food supply chains that better connect farmers in low- and middle-
income countries to urban markets.

“Major transformations in agricultural systems, rural economies and natural
resource management will be needed if we are to meet the multiple challenges
before us and realize the full potential of food and agriculture to ensure a
secure and healthy future for all people and the entire planet,” read the
report.

“Business-as-usual” is not an option.



Humanitarian agencies seek $1 billion
to provide life-saving aid to millions
in northeast Nigeria – UN

22 February 2017 – As relief organizations increase response to the
humanitarian emergency in the north-east of Nigeria, timely donor support
amounting to a little over $1 billion is required to sustain life-saving
assistance to millions people devastated by Boko Haram-linked violence, the
United Nations relief aid wing has said.

&#8220If the resources do not arrive in time, one in five children suffering
sever acute malnutrition could die,&#8221 said Peter Lundberg, the Deputy
Humanitarian Coordinator for Nigeria in a press release issued yesterday by
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

&#8220The likelihood of a child with severe acute malnutrition surviving is
nine times less than a properly nourished child,&#8221 he added.

According to OCHA, the eight-year-long conflict has left some 8.5 million
people in need of humanitarian assistance in the worst-affected states of
Nigeria’s north-east. In the coming months, around 5.1 million people will
face severe food insecurity in the region, where some 1.8 million people have
been displaced and millions are exposed to violence and abuse.

&#8220Food assistance alone will cost $1 million a day to avoid famine in a
region where 450,000 children under five will suffer from severe acute
malnutrition this year,&#8221 said Mr. Lundberg. &#8220Sustained and timely
financial support is needed to maintain the scale-up in operations
desperately needed in the north-east of Nigeria.&#8221

RELATED: UN food relief agency chief welcomes progress on anti-hunger
programmes in north-east Nigeria

During a recent visit by representatives of 12 donor countries and agencies
to Borno state, in the run up to the 24 February Humanitarian Conference on
Nigeria and Lake Chad region, they lauded the scale-up of humanitarian
operations in the north-east and emphasized the need for more funding, a
stance the humanitarian community in Nigeria concurs with.

&#8220We are grateful to our donors who have enabled us scale up the response
and appreciate their continued commitment. We look forward to receiving the
needed resources to implement the 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan for
Nigeria,&#8221 Mr. Lundberg said.
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Trial of Gaddafi regime a ‘missed
opportunity for justice,’ says new UN
report

21 February 2017 – Pointing out that the recent trial in Libya of members of
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi’s regime fell short of international fair-trial
standards, the United Nations human rights wing and the UN mission in the
North African country called on authorities to address flaws identified in a
new report.

In the report issued today, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) and the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) also recognized
the challenge of trying former members of the regime, especially amid armed
conflict and political polarization, but noted that the trial raised concerns
such as serious violations of due process, including prolonged periods of
incommunicado detention for the defendants amid allegations of torture which
were not properly investigated.

&#8220Holding perpetrators responsible for violations is vitally important
but accountability should be the result of due process and a fair
trial,&#8221 said UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein
in a news release detailing the report’s findings on the trial proceedings
that examined violations of human rights during the 2011 civil uprising that
toppled the long-time Libyan leader’s regime.

&#8220This trial was a missed opportunity for justice and for the Libyan
people to have the chance to confront and reflect on the conduct of the
former regime.&#8221

Of the 37 members of the former regime under trial &#8211 including Colonel
Muammar Gaddafi’s son Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, former intelligence chief
Abdullah al-Senussi, and former Prime Minister Al-Baghdadi al-Mahmudi &#8211
six defendants were sentenced to death; eight given life sentences; 15 others
jail terms of five to 12 years; four were acquitted on all charges; and one
was referred to a mental health institution.

UNSMIL and OHCHR closely monitored the case from the pre-trial phase through
the court proceedings, which began in March 2014, to the verdict in July
2015. They also interviewed many of the defendants and their relatives and
lawyers, reviewed the case dossier and judgement, and had extensive
discussions with Libyan officials and Libyan and international experts.

They noted that the public prosecutor’s office, in particular, provided
documentation and was available for discussion of the trial throughout the
process. However, they also said that the defendants’ lawyers complained
repeatedly of difficulties in meeting defendants in private and accessing
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documentation.

&#8220The right to defence was also undermined by the fact that no
prosecution witnesses were called to testify in court &#8211 the
prosecution’s case was only briefly presented during the court sessions
&#8211 and the court restricted each defendant to two witnesses,&#8221 noted
the news release.

In addition, the Libyan judicial system does not allow for a full appeal but
only cassation &#8211 a review focused on points of law only.

&#8220[We urge] the Court of Cassation to take into full account the due
process violations identified in the report and provide effective remedies,
pending the adoption of reforms needed to bring Libyan trials into full
compliance with international standards,&#8221 the two UN entities noted.

Among other specific recommendations, the report also called for a review of
the Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure to ensure all crimes are
clearly defined, access to lawyers during interrogation is guaranteed and
other fair trial safeguards are strengthened.

The report also said the Libyan authorities should also ensure the surrender
of Saif al-Islam Gaddafi to the International Criminal Court (ICC), in
compliance with Libya’s international obligations.

Multilingual education is ‘absolutely
essential,’ UNESCO chief says on
Mother Language Day

21 February 2017 – Learning languages is a promise of peace, innovation and
creativity, and will contribute to the achievement of global development
goals, the head of the United Nations agency for culture and education has
said, marking International Mother Language Day.

&#8220There can be no authentic dialogue or effective international
cooperation without respect for linguistic diversity, which opens up true
understanding of every culture,&#8221 said UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Director-General Irina Bokova in her message
on the Day.

&#8220Access to the diversity of languages can awaken the curiosity and
mutual understanding of peoples. That is why learning languages is at one and
the same time a promise of peace, of innovation and of creativity,&#8221 she
stated.
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This year, the International Day, observed annually on 21 February, is
devoted to multilingual education.

Ms. Bokova said the Day is an opportunity to mobilize for the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and in particular Goal 4, to ensure inclusive and
quality education for all and promote lifelong learning.

&#8220Education and information in the mother language is absolutely
essential to improving learning and developing confidence and self-esteem,
which are among the most powerful engines of development,&#8221 she said.

As such, she appealed for the potential of multilingual education to be
acknowledged everywhere, in education and administrative systems, in cultural
expressions and the media, cyberspace and trade.

International Mother Language Day was proclaimed by UNESCO’s General
Conference in November 1999, and it has been observed every year since
February 2000 to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and
multilingualism.

‘We cannot give up the fight’ to end
child recruitment, says UNICEF chief

21 February 2017 – Even though over the past 10 years, more than 65,000
children have been released from armed forces and armed groups, tens of
thousands of boys and girls under the age of 18 continue to be used in
conflicts around the world, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said
today.

&#8220[It] is not only about looking back at what has been accomplished
&#8211 but looking forward to the work that remains to be done to support the
children of war,&#8221 said UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake as global
leaders gather in the French capital on the anniversary of the Paris
commitments to end the use of children in conflict.

Adopted 10 years ago, the Paris commitments, together with the Paris
principles and guidelines, lay out guidance for protecting children from
recruitment and use by armed forces or armed groups, and assisting their
release and reintegration, with other vulnerable children affected by armed
conflict in their communities.

According to UNICEF, exact data on the number of children used and recruited
in armed conflict is difficult to ascertain because of the unlawful nature of
child recruitment. But estimates indicate that tens of thousands under the
age of 18 are used in conflicts worldwide.
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For instance, since 2013 an estimated 17,000 children have been recruited in
South Sudan and up to 10,000 have been recruited in the Central African
Republic (CAR). Similarly, nearly 2,000 children were recruited by Boko
Haram, in Nigeria and neighbouring countries, last year alone, and there have
been nearly 1,500 cases of child recruitment in Yemen since the conflict
escalated in March 2015.

There has also been progress: since it was adopted, the number of countries
endorsing the Paris commitments has nearly doubled from 58 countries in 2007
to 105 at present, signalling an increasing global commitment to end the use
of children in conflict.

Globally, more than 65,000 children have been released from armed forces and
armed groups, including 20,000 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR
Congo); nearly 9,000 in the Central African Republic; and over 1,600 children
in Chad.

But more needs to be done.

Seeking to build on the current momentum, the Paris International Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Children in Armed Conflicts is urging for
unconditional release of all children &#8211 without exception &#8211 and
putting an end to child recruitment.

It is also calling increased resources to help reintegrate and educate
children who have been released, and urgent action to protect internally
displaced children, child refugees and migrants.

&#8220As long as children are still affected by the fighting, we cannot give
up the fight for the children,&#8221 Mr. Lake added.


