
Framework agreement on co-operation in
Mirs Bay pilotage between Hong Kong
and Shenzhen renewed

     The Government announced today (May 30) that the Marine Department (MD)
has renewed the framework agreement on co-operation in Mirs Bay pilotage with
the Transport Bureau of the Shenzhen Municipal People's Government, with the
Shenzhen Maritime Safety Administration being a newly added signatory. The
framework agreement will come into effect on June 1 this year with a validity
period of three years.
 
     The purpose of the framework agreement is to enhance the navigational
safety of vessels in the waters of Mirs Bay and to improve the efficiency of
vessels calling at the Shenzhen East Port Area. The framework agreement
specifies the scope of pilotage services for vessels, pilot deployment,
charging arrangements, pilot management and entry/exit arrangements.
According to the framework agreement, vessels that are required to be under
compulsory pilotage as stipulated in the laws of both Hong Kong and Shenzhen
will be piloted by a single Hong Kong or Shenzhen qualified pilot throughout
the entire voyage to or from the Shenzhen East Port Area through Mirs Bay,
and the service will be charged once. Compared with the previous requirement
for vessels to be guided by pilots from Hong Kong and Shenzhen in separate
segments, the pilotage co-operation arrangement effectively reduces operating
costs of shipping and port entities, and improves the efficiency and safety
of pilotage operations.
 
     A spokesperson for the MD said, "Since the initial signing of the
framework agreement in 2022, the pilotage co-operation in Mirs Bay between
Hong Kong and Shenzhen has been smooth and efficient, and well-received by
the trade. Therefore, we welcome the renewal of the framework agreement with
Shenzhen in order to continue to provide convenience for the trade in marine
transportation, deepen co-operation between Hong Kong and Shenzhen in
pilotage services, as well as foster the high-quality development of ports in
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area."
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