
Following up needs for improved
government responses

Today I joined the Cabinet Office call where MPs can reinforce the issues
they are highlighting for constituents and urge the government to resolve the
problems.

I repeated my regular requests for better and speedier  treatment for the
self employed and small businesses prevented from earning a living by the
controls. I was told the Chancellor is making an improved set of proposals
today.

I urged the government to respond positively to the Speaker’s proposals for a
virtual Parliament to meet, offering  more opportunity for MPs to cross
examine Ministers on progress and policy. I will follow up with the Leader of
the Commons.

I asked about the numbers and requested regular publication of how many beds
there are available in hospitals and how many net new admissions there are
day  by day. I asked for an early sample testing of the population to find
out how many people have the virus currently and/ or to find out how many
people have now gained some immunity to it. We need population wide figures
if the government is  going to manage the totals.
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