
First Ministers calls on the Prime
Minister to work with, not against,
the devolved nations

In a letter to the Prime Minister, both First Ministers acknowledge their
shared responsibility to work together across the UK to prepare for Brexit.

First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones said: 

“The governments of these islands have a lot of work to do to
ensure that the UK leaves the EU with as little disruption as
possible. This will only be achieved by working together.

“Theresa May, Nicola Sturgeon and I all have very different
political positions, but an issue as important as Brexit requires
us to put our political differences aside and work together to
provide stability for the sake of our economy, jobs and public
services. One government cannot simply hijack powers from the other
two. 

“Today, Nicola Sturgeon and I have published joint amendments to
the EU withdrawal bill that would enable progress to be made among
the governments in a way which respects the hard-won devolution
settlements.

“We want a bill that works with, not against, devolution. Until
that point is reached, we cannot give it our consent. The
amendments we have published today are not about stopping Brexit,
they are about protecting the interests of the people of Wales and
Scotland. I hope they secure widespread support across the House of
Commons.

“While the UK government has so far shown a lack of lack of
willingness to engage with the devolved nations, and a fundamental
lack of trust, we hope today marks a sea change in the way our
governments work together on Brexit. Only by listening to each
other, can we find a way forward that protects the interests of all
parts of the Union.”
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