
First Minister pays tribute to Armed
Forces community

The day is an annual opportunity for the nation to show support for the men
and women who make up the armed forces community.

The First Minister will attend an event at the Owain Glyndwr Playing Fields
in Caerphilly which will focus on the Welsh contribution to defence, past,
present and future.

First Minister, Carwyn Jones said:

“We have a proud military history in Wales, and being here today
gives us the opportunity to remember some of the anniversaries of
previous conflicts in our nation’s history.  This year will mark
the centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele where amongst
thousands of young men, Hedd Wyn our Welsh poet lost his life.

“Armed Forces Day is an opportunity to pay tribute to those that
have served, are serving and to remember those that have made the
ultimate sacrifice in defending our country and way of life.”

Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children, Carl Sargeant, who has
responsibility for the Armed Forces in Wales, added:

“I think it’s fantastic that we have a day to formally thank our
service men and women. It is a chance to think about the sacrifices
our Armed Forces gave during these conflicts, and all other
conflicts that have taken place over the years.

“It also gives us the opportunity to celebrate and remind us of the
importance of supporting and honouring our Serving men, women and
Reservists.”
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