
Export bar placed on Liss masterpiece 

The Old Master painting, from the height of Liss’s career, has been
valued at £5.6 million 

An export bar has been issued for Johann Liss’s ‘The Temptation of Mary
Magdalene’ in a bid to provide the opportunity for a UK gallery to acquire
it. 

Johann Liss (c. 1595-1631) was one of the leading painters in the Baroque
style and a major force in the re-energisation of Venetian painting. 

The work, valued at £5.6 million, depicts Mary Magdalene turning away from a
figure offering symbols of earthly riches towards an angel, in an ambiguous
representation of the common theme of vice versus virtue. 

Although this painting has been in the UK for over 250 years, ‘The Temptation
of Mary Magdalene’ was not known to scholars until 1994 and had not been
exhibited publicly before that time. 

Due to his death at the age of 36 in 1631, there are very few surviving works
completed by Liss, making this work a rare example. The painting at risk of
export demonstrates Liss’s strong command of original composition and
distinct painterly skill. The work combines elements of both Northern and
Southern European Baroque painting, showing the influence of predecessors
such as Rubens, Caravaggio and Titian. 

The decision follows the advice of the Reviewing Committee on the Export of
Works of Art and Objects of Cultural Interest (RCEWA). The committee noted
that the painting could be considered “Liss’s masterpiece.” 

Committee Member Christopher Baker said:

Johann Liss’s dramatic painting is a spectacular, dynamic study of
the struggle between virtue and vice. This complex and very rare
work draws on Baroque art from northern and southern Europe to
create a wholly original synthesis, in which the artist’s fluid,
painterly skills are brilliantly demonstrated.

The ‘Temptation of Mary Magdalene’ has the additional interest of
being a painting that has been in Britain since the mid-eighteenth
century. As a work of extraordinary beauty with a fascinating
history, its export would represent a profound loss.

The RCEWA made its recommendation on the grounds of the painting’s importance
for the study of the work of Johann Liss and his working practices.

http://www.government-world.com/export-bar-placed-on-liss-masterpiece/


The decision on the export licence application for the painting will be
deferred until 24 February 2020. This may be extended until 24 August 2020 if
a serious intention to raise funds to purchase it is made at the recommended
price of £5,665,200 plus VAT of £173,040.

Offers from public bodies for less than the recommended price through the
private treaty sale arrangements, where appropriate, may also be considered.
Such purchases frequently offer substantial financial benefits to a public
institution wishing to acquire.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Organisations or individuals interested in purchasing the oil painting1.
should contact the RCEWA on 0845 300 6200. 

Details of the painting are as follows:   Johann Liss (d. 1631) The2.
Temptation of Saint Mary Magdalene Oil on canvas, 98.8 x 125.8 cm

Provenance: Possibly Richard Chauncey (d. 1760), Edgcote,3.
Northamptonshire, and there framed as the overmantel in the former
Billiard Room during the re-modelling of the house between 1747–52;
Possibly his son, William Henry Chauncey (d. 1788); By inheritance with
Edgcote to his brother-in-law, Thomas Carter; Possibly by descent to his
granddaughter Julia Aubrey, who married William Ralph Cartwright
(1771–1847) of Aynhoe Park, Oxfordshire; Possibly inherited with Edgcote
by his son by his second wife Richard Aubrey Cartwright (1811–1891);
Thence by descent to his grandson Ralph Cartwright (1880–1936);
Anonymous sale (‘The Property of a Family Trust’), London, Christie’s, 9
December 1994, lot 96; Purchased by current owner in 1995.

The Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art and Objects of4.
Cultural Interest is an independent body, serviced by The Arts Council,
which advises the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport on whether a cultural object, intended for export, is of national
importance under specified criteria.  

The Arts Council champions, develops and invests in artistic and5.
cultural experiences that enrich people’s lives. It supports a range of
activities across the arts, museums and libraries – from theatre to
digital art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to
collections. www.artscouncil.org.uk. 


