8th Environment Action Programme:
Member States ready to start
negotiations with Parliament

Ambassadors of EU Member States today approved a mandate for the Council to
start negotiations with the European Parliament in order to reach an
agreement on the 8th Environmental Action Programme (EAP). The 8th EAP will
serve as a guide for environmental and climate policymaking and
implementation until 2030.

[«

For more than 40 years, Environment Action Programmes have ensured
predictable and coordinated action for Europe’s environment and
climate policies. The mandate approved today gives a clear message:
member states want the 8th EAP to be an ambitious policy framework
that steers our action up until 2030, delivers results and allows
us to monitor our achievements in building a climate-neutral,
green, fair and social Europe.

Jodo Pedro Matos Fernandes — Minister of Environment and Climate
Action

Member States added provisions in their position regarding the need to
further define actions when the European Green Deal’s key actions have been
put in place by 2024. The Commission proposal for the 8th EAP builds upon the
European Green Deal and the list of actions detailed in it, and exceptionally
doesn’t include a list of actions. Member states ask the Commission to carry
out a mid-term review in 2024, followed by a legislative proposal in 2025,
amending the 8th EAP, in order to allow the co-legislators to add the
necessary actions to be taken from 2025 to 2030.

Member states also added several specifications to the new monitoring
framework that will be set up in the 8th EAP to monitor progress in reaching
its priority objectives. Member states added notably a requirement for the
Commission to take stock annually of the progress achieved and to present a
list of actions it has taken and the actions it plans to take to implement
the priority objectives

Background

The 8th EAP aims at accelerating the green transition in a just and inclusive
way, with the 2050 long-term objective of “Living well, within the planetary
boundaries”, already established in the 7th EAP. The six thematic priority
objectives of the 8th EAP concern greenhouse gas emissions reductions,
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adaptation to climate change, a growth model that gives back to the planet
more than it takes, a zero-pollution ambition, protecting and restoring
biodiversity and reducing key environmental and climate pressures related to
production and consumption.

Environment action programmes have led the development of EU environment
policy since the early 1970s. The Council approved conclusions on a future
8th EAP on 4 October 2019, calling on the Commission to present an ambitious
and focused programme for the period 2021-2030.

The European Commission presented its proposal for “a Decision of the
European Parliament and the Council on a General Union Environment Action
Programme to 2030” on 14 October 2020.

Webinar on ESMA's report on trends,
risks and vulnerabilities no.1l 2021

The Report analyses the impact of COVID-19 on financial markets during the
second half of 2020 and highlights the increasing credit risks linked to
significant corporate and public debt overhang, as well as the risks linked
with investments in non-regulated crypto-assets.

(During the webinar you will see a presentation of the report and its
findings. The presentation will be followed by a Q&A session.

Gang smuggling migrants via the Balkan
route busted in Germany

On 17 March, Europol supported the German Federal Police, Criminal
Investigation Unit Halle (Bundespolizeiinspektion Kriminalitatsbekampfung
Halle) in dismantling an organised crime group smuggling migrants from Turkey
to Germany.

The criminal network has allegedly smuggled about 80 migrants originating
from the Middle East, mainly Egypt, Syria and Turkey. The suspects used
lorries and small vans to smuggle the migrants through the so-called Balkan
route, from Turkey to Germany via Czechia or Poland. They used forerunners as
a scout preventive measure to avoid detection by the police. The migrants
were paying between €3 500 and €12 000 per person to be smuggled, in often
life-threatening conditions
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The action day led to:

e 6 house searches in Altenburg, Erfurt, Greifswald and Ronnenberg
e 3 individuals arrested
e Seizures include a vehicle, electronic equipment and documents

Europol facilitated the exchange of information, provided operational
coordination and analytical support. On the action day, Europol deployed an
expert to Germany to enable the real-time exchange of information and cross
check operational information against Europol’s databases to provide leads to
investigators in the field.

o1 EMPACT

In 2010 the European Union set up a four-year Policy Cycle to ensure greater
continuity in the fight against serious international and organised crime. In
2017 the Council of the EU decided to continue the EU Policy Cycle for the
2018 — 2021 period. It aims to tackle the most significant threats posed by
organised and serious international crime to the EU. This is achieved by
improving and strengthening cooperation between the relevant services of EU
Member States, institutions and agencies, as well as non-EU countries and
organisations, including the private sector where relevant. Facilitation of
illegal immigration is one of the priorities for the Policy Cycle.
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