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Regions are natural political allies to shape a more democratic Europe

Local and regional authorities ask the President of the European Parliament
David Sassoli to fully take part in the implementation and governance of
national recovery plans

Just a few days ahead of the launch of the Conference on the Future of
Europe, the President of the European Parliament David Sassoli addressed
today the plenary session of the European Committee of the Regions (CoR) and
shared with local and regional leaders the need to deliver the Conference on
the ground, beyond the EU’s institutions and beyond the capitals.

Make European values part of every region, city and rural village; strengthen
European democracy; and fully involve local and regional authorities in the
implementation of national post-pandemic recovery plans. These were the
topics at the heart of the plenary debate between members of the CoR and the
President of the European Parliament David Sassoli. The discussion showed the
shared will to scale up the cooperation between the two EU institutions,
especially ahead of the official launch of the Conference on the Future of
Europe, on 9 May.

” As stressed by President Sassoli, the European Parliament and the CoR are
comprised of elected officials, and therefore are natural political allies,
both in Brussels and on the ground. We are determined to translate these
words into concrete actions. We, regional presidents and local mayors, make
Europe live on the ground. We make democracy deliver results. The citizens’
voice, expressed via the CoR members and the one million local elected
politicians they represent, must be heard in the Conference on the future of
Europe, beyond the EU’s institutions and capitals, ” said Apostolos
Tzitzikostas , President of the CoR.

The President of the European Parliament David Sassoli stated: ” It is
especially in times of crisis that the European Union must demonstrate its
importance by protecting people, supporting businesses, investing in
equality, social progress and economic well-being. Meeting the needs of
European citizens such as assistance, work, dignity, security and prosperity
for their future is at the heart of the recovery. Regions, cities and
villages will play an important role on the path to recovery, economic growth
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and job creation. They must, and they can, show their added value in paving
the way for a fair, digital, green recovery and not least in rebuilding
people’s trust .”

The CoR First Vice-President Vasco Cordeiro said: ” There is no one in the
Committee of the Regions that refuses to be instrumental to make the
Conference on the Future of Europe a success, but it is unfair to local and
regional authorities across Europe to not recognise their role and their
importance not only as instrument but also as active members who can have a
role and say what they think the future of Europe should be. There is a wide
margin of progress and improvement in the way local and regional authorities
can be part of this process of rethinking Europe and how it works. Trust is
at stake in this process. Regions and cities will not forget it and I hope
all other EU institutions too.”

Background:

On Tuesday 4 May, the European Parliament’s Vice-President for Information
policy, Press and Citizens Relations, Othmar Karas , and Vice-President for
Relations with the CoR, Klára Dobrev , joined the members of the Bureau of
the Committee to discuss how to better communicate the EU’s actions and
achievements to people in regions, cities and villages across Europe. They
also discussed how to contribute to the Conference on the Future of Europe
and scale up the cooperation between the only two EU institutions consisting
of elected officials.

On 9 May, the CoR will hold a local debate in Strasbourg to mark the
territorial dimension of the Conference. The event, co-organised with the
main French regional and local associations, will allow regional and local
leaders to discuss with citizens how to bring the Conference to regions,
cities and villages across Europe. The local event will be attended, among
others, by Dubravka Šuica, European Commissioner for Democracy and
Demography, Guy Verhofstadt, Co-Chair of the Executive Committee of the
Conference on the Future of Europe, and Ana Paula Zacarias, Portuguese
Secretary of State for European Affairs.

More details here .
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EU local leaders ready to work with
the European Parliament to better
communicate Europe on the ground and
scale up cooperation on the Conference
on the future of Europe

​​European Parliament’s Vice-President for Information policy, Press and
Citizens Relations, Othmar Karas, and Vice-President for Relations with the
European Committee of the Regions (CoR), Klára Dobrev, joined the members of
the Bureau of the CoR to debate how to better communicate the EU action and
achievements to people in regions, cities and villages across Europe. They
also discussed how to contribute to the Conference on the future of EU and
scale up the cooperation between the only two EU institutions gathering
elected officials.

“As regional presidents and local mayors we can offer our trust and expertise
on the ground and our ability to reach out to our communities across Europe.
We are ready to reinforce our cooperation with the European Parliament by
jointly organising local dialogues to contribute to the Conference on the
future of Europe. We are also looking at how to build concrete synergies
between the EP pilot project Building Europe with Local Entities (BELE) and
our Committee’s upcoming Network of Local and Regional EU Councilors. Based
on the cooperation agreement between our two institutions, we want to work to
identify common concrete actions able to explain the added-value of the
European Union“, said Apostolos Tzitzikostas, President of the CoR.

“I really appreciate the debate with the members of the Bureau of the
Committee of Regions as it is exceptionally constructive. There must be an
open minded approach on the Conference on the Future of Europe. We must not
be afraid about possible outcomes, before we are even discussing. If a change
of the European Treaties is necessary to empower Europe to act faster and to
strengthen the trust of the citizens, we should work for it. It is our task
as politicians to gain majorities for policies that are right and necessary.
We have to engage deeply in the dialogue with the European citizens. Firstly,
they can participate on our digital platform and we will encourage them to do
so. But secondly it is of crucial importance to debate with the citizens face
to face. Nobody is in a better position to do so and closer to the people
than the Members of the CoR, the mayors representatives of local and regional
authorities and we Members of the European Parliament”, said Othmar
Karas, Vice-President of the European Parliament.

Vice-President Klára Dobrev added: ”The forthcoming Conference on the Future
of Europe has a much higher stake than most of our deliberations. The outcome
of the Conference will be decisive as to Europe remains a global power, or it
will shrink into an ongoing playfield of selfish heads of national
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governments. No less than the future of our children and our grandchildren is
at stake. It is inevitably crucial that the discourses about the future of
Europe will be as much inclusive and embracing as never before. The Committee
of Regions is the genuine representative of all regions throughout the
European Union. For this reason, I found it gratifying at its recent Bureau-
meeting that the Committee of Regions is also seeking a prominent role in the
European discussions about the future of Europe. Our responsibility is
enormous. If we want to deliver to our European citizens, we must offer them
rewarding ideas about our shared future. The partnership of the Committee of
Regions in this exercise will increase our prospects exceedingly!”.

The discussion took place ahead of the CoR Plenary session which is hosting
high level debates also on the Conference on the Future of Europe. On 5 May,
regional and local authorities debate with António Costa, Prime Minister of
Portugal, and European Parliament President, David Sassoli, while on 7
May Herman Van Rompuy, former President of the European Council, will discuss
with CoR members the Committee’s contribution to the Conference on the Future
of Europe, in his capacity as chairman of the High-Level Group on European
Democracy recently created by the CoR.

On 9 May, the CoR will hold a local debate in Strasbourg to mark the
territorial dimension of the Conference. The event, co-organised with the
main French regional and local associations, will allow regional and local
leaders to discuss with citizens how to bring the Conference to regions,
cities and villages across Europe. The local event will be attended, among
others, by Dubravka Šuica, European Commissioner for Democracy and
Demography, Guy Verhofstadt, Co-Chair of the Executive Committee of the
Conference on the Future of Europe, and Ana Paula Zacarias, Portuguese
Secretary of State for European Affairs.

More details here.

Background:

The Bureau is a group of CoR members that can be thought of as CoR’s
political driving force: it draws up its political programme and oversees its
implementation. The Bureau meets before each plenary session to coordinate
the work of the assembly and the commissions. It also gathers two times a
year in extraordinary meetings in the EU country holding the Presidency of
the Council of the EU.

President’s Spokesperson:

Michele Cercone

Tel. +32 (0)498 98 23 49
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Media advisory – Press briefing ahead
of the EU-India leaders' meeting in
Porto, 8 May 2021

The press briefing ahead of the EU-India leaders’ meeting in Porto of 8 May
2021 will take place via video conference on Thursday 6 May 2021 at 11.00.

This briefing is “off the record” and for press only.

In order to follow the briefing and to be able to ask questions remotely, EU
accredited journalists and journalists who had a EUCO accreditation from June
2019 European Council meeting or later, can register using this link.

Journalists who already registered for high-level press conferences (European
Councils, international summits) in 2020 or 2021 don’t need to register
again.

Deadline: Thursday 6 May, 09.30

Further instructions will be sent to all registered participants
approximately half an hour before the briefing.

Visit the meeting page

Media advisory – Press briefing ahead
of the informal meeting of the
European Council in Porto, 7-8 May
2021

The press briefing ahead of the informal meeting of the European Council in
Porto of 7 and 8 May 2021 will take place via video conference on Thursday 6
May 2021 at 09.30.

English and French interpretation will be available.

This briefing is “off the record”.

In order to follow the briefing and to be able to ask questions remotely, EU
accredited journalists and journalists who had a EUCO accreditation from June
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2019 European Council meeting or later, can register using this link.

Journalists who already registered for high-level press conferences (European
Councils, international summits) in 2020 or 2021 don’t need to register
again.

Deadline: Thursday 6 May, 08.00

Further instructions will be sent to all registered participants
approximately half an hour before the briefing.

Visit the meeting page
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