
Article – Coming up: consumer rights,
industrial strategy, media freedom

Protecting consumers
On Wednesday MEPs are expected to call for measures to create a more
sustainable single market by strengthening consumers’ “right to repair,”
preventing practices that intentionally shorten the lifespan of products and
promoting a culture of reuse.

.

They will also call for greater efforts to improve product safety and protect
consumers at EU level.

MEPs will vote on new rules to allow groups of consumers to take collective
legal action at national and EU level. Results will be announced on
Wednesday.

Industrial strategy
MEPs will debate the EU’s industrial strategy on Monday and are set to adopt
a resolution on TWednesday, calling for a revision to the European
Commission’s proposal to reflect the measures needed to recover from the
impact of the coronavirus pandemic, while contributing to the EU’s green and
digital goals.
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Media freedom
The state of media freedom in the EU will discussed on Monday, with MEPs
focusing on the protection of journalists, political interference,
disinformation and the role of platforms. On Wednesday, MEPs will discuss
Hungarian interference in the media in Slovenia and North Macedonia.

Digitalisation of justice
Parliament is set to approve new rules on Tuesday to make access to justice
faster, cheaper and more user-friendly for EU citizens and businesses through
new digital solutions.

Council summit priorities
Ahead of the Council summit on 10-11 December MEPs are expected to raise
issues ranging from the EU’s long-term budget and rule of law to Covid-19
testing and vaccines, EU climate targets and fighting terrorism in a debate
with Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on Wednesday.

Discover 10 things the EU is doing to boost economic recovery after Covid-19.

Fighting homelessness
Parliament is set to call on the EU to end homelessness by 2030 on Monday.

Other topics
Other issues on the agenda include:

Fundamental rights in the EU
A new pharmaceutical strategy
Abortion rights in Poland
€823 million in aid for eight EU countries hit by natural disasters
The situation in Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus

Public Consultation on DRSP criteria
for derogation

This consultation paper is published to seek stakeholders’ input on ESMA’s
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proposals for technical advice to the Commission on delegated acts relating
to the criteria to identify those ARMs and APAs that, by way of derogation
from Regulation (EU) No 600/2014 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 15 May 2014 on markets in financial instruments, on account of
their limited relevance for the internal market, are subject to authorisation
and supervision by a competent authority of a Member State.

ESMA invites comments on all matters in this paper and in particular on the
specific questions summarised in Annex 1. Comments are most helpful if they:

respond to the question stated;1.
indicate the specific question to which the comment relates;2.
contain a clear rationale; and3.
describe any alternatives ESMA should consider.4.

ESMA will consider all comments received by 4 January 2021.

All contributions should be submitted online at www.esma.europa.eu under the
heading ‘Your input – Consultations’.

Publication of responses

All contributions received will be published following the close of the
consultation, unless you request otherwise. Please clearly and prominently
indicate in your submission any part you do not wish to be publicly
disclosed. A standard confidentiality statement in an email message will not
be treated as a request for non-disclosure. A confidential response may be
requested from us in accordance with ESMA’s rules on access to documents. We
may consult you if we receive such a request. Any decision we make not to
disclose the response is reviewable by ESMA’s Board of Appeal and the
European Ombudsman.

Croatia: EIB and HBOR unlock EUR 142.5
million credit line for SMEs

EIB and HBOR create a new EUR 142.5 million credit line to support
faster recovery of Croatian SMEs from COVID-19;
The credit line supports SMEs to maintain liquidity, continue with
investments and sustain jobs and comes as a part of a EUR 400 million
package for Croatian SMEs agreed with HBOR

Croatian small and medium enterprises will benefit from a new EUR 142.5
million credit line agreed between the European Investment Bank (EIB) and
Croatian Bank for Reconstruction and Development (HBOR) signed today in
Zagreb and Luxembourg. This is the second tranche of a EUR 400 million
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package for SMEs agreed between the EU bank and HBOR.

The credit line will support companies looking for more affordable financing
to maintain liquidity, support investments and sustain jobs, and fuel faster
recovery of the national economy from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Since the beginning of operations in Croatia, the EIB has supported the
economic and social development of Croatia with € 6.71 billion invested in
the country. The EU Bank has supported Croatian SMEs by unlocking new sources
of finances worth close to € 3.75 billion.

EIB Vice President responsible for EIB activities in Croatia, Dario
Scannapieco, said: “The EIB continues to support Croatia grow and develop
faster, this time by making sure SMEs can continue to fuel faster recovery of
the national economy from the COVID-19 pandemic. I am very proud at the speed
of the EIB and HBOR support in Croatia, since this is the second operation
signed since the beginning of the pandemic in March 2020 unlocking more than
EUR 240 million in more affordable loans to the country`s SMEs and Mid-Caps.”

President of the Management Board of HBOR, Tamara Perko, said: The Loan is
intended for the provision of affordable loans to small and medium-sized
enterprises in need of funds for maintaining liquidity, preserving jobs and
further investing for the purpose of ensuring faster recovery from the
consequences of the crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. This Contract is
another confirmation of our good cooperation with the EIB and represents an
additional source of funding for granting loans at favourable terms and
conditions and continued reduction of interest rates charged to entrepreneurs
who employ people under the age of 30.”

This operation is also a part of the EIB Jobs for Youth Initiative, under
which the EU Bank extends terms that are more favorable to companies creating
jobs for young people. The Initiative tackles youth unemployment as one of
the biggest social and economic challenges for Croatia and Europe alike.

This is the second COVID-19 recovery support package agreed between the EIB
and HBOR in Croatia since the beginning of the pandemic in March 2020. In
October, the EIB signed a EUR 100 million loan for the faster recovery of
Croatian SMEs and Mid-Caps from the pandemic. The two operation alone created
new sources of financing for SMEs and Mid-Caps worth more than EUR 240
million.

The EIB in Croatia:

To date the EIB has supported the economic and social development of Croatia
by investing € 6,71 billion in operations covering the most important sectors
of Croatia’s economy, including transport, the environment, energy
infrastructure, manufacturing and services. Another key component of EIB
activities in Croatia is support for SMEs and Mid-Caps through creation of
long-term financing options in cooperation with local financial institutions.
To date, the EIB supported Croatian SMEs by unlocking new sources of finances
worth close to € 3,75 billion.



EU Justice and Home Affairs agencies
put focus on digitalisation

Eurojust President Mr Ladislav Hamran said: “Seven months ago the JHA
agencies were unexpectedly faced with the enormous challenge of providing
support to EU Member States in the completely new reality of a pandemic. I am
genuinely impressed by how rapidly we adapted to digital working environments
while making sure that the cooperation amongst our agencies continued as
before. Now we have to take stock of what we have learned from this
experience and move towards even greater digitalisation of our operational
methods in the future.”

All JHA agencies have been able to continue their operational activities
during the COVID-19 pandemic with the help of readily available digital and
online communication tools. The pandemic has given new insights into how
these virtual ways of working can be optimised and, by sharing their
experiences and best practices, the agencies now aim to make optimal use of
existing capacities and expertise. At the same time, the increasingly
important role of Artificial Intelligence in the agencies’ operational
activities calls for closer cooperation in this field to ensure that AI
development and deployment does not negatively impact fundamental rights.

“The benefits of digitalisation are many but so too are the potential
fundamental rights risks,” said FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty. “By working
together as agencies we learn from each other capitalising on the advantages,
building on shared experiences, which is the hallmark of this Justice and
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Home Affairs agencies network.”

Following today’s discussions, the Heads of JHA agencies agreed to draw up a
list of upcoming challenges and opportunities for joint initiatives in the
field of digitalisation. Aware of the resources that future digitalisation
measures will inevitably require, they called upon the EU institutions to
make sure that adequate funding is available.

Eurojust chaired today’s meeting and has made digitalisation a priority for
the coming years. In close cooperation with the European Commission, the
agencies will work towards the full digitalisation of judicial cooperation in
the EU. With interoperability, secure online communication channels and
innovative technologies as its key ingredients, this Digital Criminal Justice
project is expected to also benefit other JHA agencies and help streamline
interagency cooperation.

Remarks by President Charles Michel
after the video conference of the
members of the European Council on 19
November 2020

Before discussing COVID-19, I would like to give you a brief update on the
MFF. As you know, in July, we agreed by unanimity the MFF and the recovery
package.  We need to stay united on this.  This financial package is
essential for our economic recovery. We need to implement it as soon as
possible.

Chancellor Merkel gave us an update on the state of play of the ongoing
discussion following the last trilogue with Parliament. On the mechanism on
conditionality, the vast majority of Members States agree with the compromise
on the table.  Some Member States have indicated that they are not able to
support the majority. We will continue the discussions to find an acceptable
solution to all.

On terrorism. We expressed our solidarity towards France and Austria. We will
never shy away from defending our values and promoting our freedoms. And we
will continue to fight the ideology of hatred, including online. It’s crucial
for us to look at the role of online platforms and set a stricter framework.

We will revert to this issue in December.  We look forward to the
commission’s proposal on this, the Digital Services Act, which we expect in
December.
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COVID-19 in Europe remains serious and concerning and we are monitoring the
situation closely. That’s why today we continued our discussions to assess
the current situation and coordinate our efforts. We have seen promising
signs since our last meeting, but we remain cautious and vigilant. We cannot
let down our guard.

We discussed again 3 important issues: testing, vaccines and the lifting of
restrictive measures and coordination.

First, on testing. We discussed how to develop a common EU-approach for the
use of rapid antigen tests. Those tests are complementary to PCR tests in our
testing strategies. We need to work towards mutual recognition of tests and
their results. For rapid tests, this is based on common criteria guaranteeing
their performance. We also discussed national testing strategies and
exchanged best practices. 

Second, on vaccines. The results of recent trials are encouraging.  Future
vaccines are within reach, and we need to be ready. We agreed to speed up the
preparations of national vaccination plans to ensure vaccines are available
and affordable to all EU citizens, once authorised.

We welcome that Member States and the Commission have already finalized
several Advance Purchase Agreements. There will be, we know that, logistical
challenges like storage, transport and the number of doses. And another
challenge will be communication. The number of people distrustful of vaccines
is growing, and we must clearly communicate their value.

Finally, we had a discussion on the lifting of restrictions. We need to learn
past lessons and be cautious when we lift restrictions. It should be gradual
and regressive. We all want to celebrate the end of year holidays but safely.
Let’s ring in the New Year safely.

COVID-19 has a devastating human cost. There are family and friends behind
all the numbers and statistics. Let’s never forget that.  That is why we are
working 24/7 to defeat this virus.  Let’s continue to stand together, work
together, and support each other. We will follow up at our next European
Council meeting in December.

Visit the meeting page
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