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November 2020

On 13, 26 and 27 November 2020, the EUIPO welcomes users to their fifth audit
on the quality of EUIPO absolute grounds decisions (out of the sixteen SQAP
audits have taken place so far).

Eighteen users representing eleven user associations are meeting virtually to
check a sample of decisions against our quality criteria.

The audit participants and their respective user associations are:
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Marieke Westgeest AlIPPI
Stoyan Sirakov AIPPI
Richard Mair ANIPA
Isabelle Thill APRAM
Constance Laennec-Cuny APRAM
Alfredo Llamas ASIPI
Carsten Johne BUSINESSEUROPE
Geoff Weller CITMA
Boris Osgnach ECTA
Philipp Homann ECTA

Elia Sugrafnes FICPI
Elena Miller FICPI
Stephan Biagosch GRUR
Jana Bogatz GRUR
Wolfang May INTA
Maria Antonella Incardona INTA
Ortrun Gunzel MARQUES
Peter Olson MARQUES

SQAP is a project launched by the EUIPO in 2017 aiming to integrate the
user'’s perspective into the quality management system and to narrow the gap
between the users’ perception of quality and the quality measured by the
Office. In SQAP, users contribute directly to improving the quality of the
Office decisions.

The EUIPO would like to thank the users and user associations for taking part
in this initiative.

For more information on SQAP, please visit the SQAP webpage.

Greece: EIB backs EUR 470 million road
safety scheme
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e New investment to improve road safety at 7,000 accident black spots
across the country

e Safety barriers, anti-skid surfaces, warning signs and markings in 11
Greek regions

e First EIB loan to Egnatia Odos S.A., providing 50% financing

The European Investment Bank has agreed to support a EUR 470 million
nationwide programme to reduce death and injury caused by traffic accidents
across Greece.

“Improving road safety across Greece is a national priority and the EIB a key
partner to successful implementation of the National and Regional Road Safety
Strategic Plan. The new EUR 235 million financial support agreed between the
European Investment Bank and Egnatia 0dos S.A. will reduce the risk of
accidents in Greek cities, rural areas, mountain districts and on Greek
islands. The close cooperation between Greek and EIB road experts during
preparation of this project ensures that it will target the most dangerous
sites on the national road network and allows best practice from Greece to
strengthen future road investment by the EIB around the world” said Kostas
Karamanlis, Greek Minister of Infrastructure and Transport.

Over the next three years, national road operator Egnatia Odos will improve
road safety at 7,000 of the most dangerous sites, located across 11 regions
of Greece. The small scale safety schemes will include installation of
traffic barriers, provision of anti-skid surfaces and improved warning signs
and markings on roads identified as high-risk.



The Project has benefitted from EIAH advisory services at its preparation
phase through a preliminary economic analysis that derived the expected
socio-economic benefits from road accidents reduction and proved the project
to be technically and economically sound.

“This new financial and technical partnership between Egnatia 0dos S.A. and
the European Investment Bank will transform road safety across Greece and
benefit road users for years to come. The EUR 235 million EIB loan,
representing the first direct support for Egnatia Odos, demonstrates the
EIB’'s clear commitment to support road safety and back the National Road
Safety Strategic Plan. The impact of this project will be strengthened
following the technical cooperation between Greek and European road experts
through the European Investment Advisory Hub and road safety best practice
learnt from this project will be shared with similar schemes around the
world” said Konstantinos Koutsoukos, chief executive officer of Egnatia Odos
S.A.

First EIB loan to national road operator Egnatia Odos S.A.

The 15-year, EUR 235 million European Investment Bank loan, to be guaranteed
by the Hellenic Republic, represents the first direct financing to Egnatia
0dos. since the EIB first supported transport investment in Greece in 1963.
The EIB loan will support half of the total EUR 470 million road safety
investment under the programme.

“The European Investment Bank is committed to supporting transformational
long-term transport investment in Greece. The EU Bank’s new EUR 235 million
support to national road operator Egnatia 0dos S.A. will help to reduce road
accidents, fatalities and injuries across the country and improve the safety
of road users for years to come. Over the next three years this project will
implement best practice road safety measures in all regions of Greece. This
project represents a milestone in the EIB’s 57 years of supporting road,
rail, air and maritime transport investment in Greece” said Christian Kettel
Thomsen, European Investment Bank Vice President responsible for Greece.

“I welcome the European Investment Bank'’s first direct support for investment
by Egnatia Odos S.A. that will be guaranteed by the Hellenic Republic. Long-
term financing and technical expertise provided by the EIB that will
strengthen the impact of this project and accelerate road safety investment
across Greece. This project demonstrates how the EIB’'s dedicated Investment
Team for Greece and the European Investment Advisory Hub are working with
Greek partners to support high-impact priority investment in Greece.” said
Christos Staikouras, Greek Finance Minister and Governor of the European
Investment Bank.

EIB supporting national and EU road safety goals

Improving road safety at 7,000 locations identified as the most dangerous
accident black spots across the country will contribute to the Greek National
Road Safety Strategic Plan and the European Union Strategic Action Plan on
Road Safety.



Sharing technical expertise to improve road safety in Greece and around the
world

There was a close cooperation between technical experts from Egnatia 0Odos
S.A., the Greek Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport and the European
Investment Advisory Hub during project preparation, to strengthen the road
safety and economic impact of the EUR 470 million national investment
programme. Lessons learnt from this scheme will benefit future EIB road
investment around the world.

The European Investment Bank has agreed more than EUR 13 billion of long-term
financing for road, rail, air and maritime transport investment across Greece
since 1967. This includes support for the Athens Metro, airports in Athens,
Thessaloniki and Heraklion, expansion of the Port of Piraeus and key national
motorways.

Article — Coming up: migration,
digital working, water



http://www.government-world.com/article-coming-up-migration-digital-working-water/
http://www.government-world.com/article-coming-up-migration-digital-working-water/

Right to disconnect digitally

The Covid-19 pandemic has meant many people now work from home and to ensure
workers are able to maintain a work-life balance, the employment committee
will vote on proposals advocating the right of employees to disconnect
digitally from work during holidays and outside of working hours on Tuesday.

The committee will also vote on rules to give access to decent and affordable
housing to everyone and the future of digital education.

Drinking water

On Tuesday the environment committee is expected to approve new rules to
further improve access to and the quality of drinking water, ahead of a
plenary vote in December, and are likely to call for the implementation of
the Water Framework Directive to be speeded up.

The committee will also set out its proposals to minimise the impact of
climate change and extreme weather events, ahead of a new strategy by the
European Commission.

Asylum

In light of the failure of EU asylum rules during the 2015-16 refugee crisis,
the civil liberties committee will look at the common asylum system on
Tuesday and its members are likely to call for more solidarity with the
countries at the EU’s external borders

Committee members will also discuss allegations that staff from the EU’s
Frontex border agency were complicit in pushbacks of asylum seekers by Greek
border guards with Fabrice Legger, the agency’s director.

Social rights: Coronavirus pandemic
continues to hamper access to
education and healthcare
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“News of successful COVID-19 vaccine trials bring hope, but the pandemic 1is
far from over. It continues to disproportionately affect vulnerable groups.
This includes people with disabilities, older people or migrants and
refugees. EU countries did learn from the first wave and try to minimise the
impact of the new restrictions on people’s rights. But it is crucial that
they look out for vulnerable members of our societies and give them a voice

”

when looking for solutions,” says FRA’s Director Michael 0’Flaherty.

FRA's latest ‘Coronavirus pandemic in the EU — fundamental rights
Implications: with a focus on social rights’ bulletin brings into sharp
relief the importance of social rights. They offer protection across many of
the areas that most shape our daily lives.

The bulletin highlights the impact across four areas:

1. Healthcare — rising numbers of COVID-19 infections limit access to
healthcare and delay other treatments. The pandemic also continues to
affect the wellbeing of healthcare staff, particulary their health and
safety at work.

2. Education — as many schools went back to distance learning, children
from disadvantaged backgrounds continue to face challenges following
courses online. This exacerbates educational inequalities.

3. Work — the economic downturn and rising unemployment across the EU is
especially affecting young people and women.
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4. Housing — homeless people run a higher risk of contracting the virus.
They often experience difficulties accessing healthcare. They also face
being penalised for breaking curfews and visiting bans in shelters.

The bulletin highlights how the measures to contain the spread of the virus
continue to affect people’s social rights. It draws attention to the impact
on particular groups, such as people living in institutions, older people,

people with disabilities, Roma and Travellers, as well as migrants, asylum

seekers and refugees.

This bulletin covers 27 EU countries from 1 September — 31 October 2020.

France: EIB supports AB Science in its
COVID-19 development programme
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e Financing deal worth €15.0 million signed to support clinical

Illnn AYI TR
development programme for masitinib

e Masitinib developed as a credible candidate for treating COVID-19 in
addition to other diseases for which no therapeutic solutions are
available

e The EIB venture loan is financed under the Infectious Diseases Finance
Facility set up as part of Horizon 2020, the European Union’s research
and innovation programme for 2014-2020

£
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AB Science SA (Euronext — FR0010557264 — AB) and the European Investment Bank
(the EIB) are pleased to announce the signing of a loan agreement totalling
€15.0 million (the COVID-19 loan) today.

This agreement will enable AB Science to fund the clinical development
programme evaluating masitinib as a treatment for COVID-19.

Masitinib might be an effective treatment for COVID-19 due to its recently
discovered dual mechanism allowing it to act as both an anti-inflammatory and
an antiviral agent. Masitinib directly inhibits the 3CL protease, the main
protease of SARS-CoV-2 directly involved in the replication of the virus.

This initial partnership with the EIB might be expanded in the future, as
discussions are already underway about additional financing for other
indications in which masitinib is or could be evaluated, for a maximum budget
of €30.0 million.

The EIB loan to AB Science is backed by the Infectious Diseases Finance
Facility (IDFF) set up as part of the European Union’s Horizon 2020
ProgrammeHorizon 2020 program. The IDFF is an example of successful
collaboration between the European Commission and the EIB in the face of a
health crisis. Through this facility, the EIB has supported European
companies via total lending of some €400 million for developing cures,
vaccines and diagnostics for various infectious diseases, most prominently
coronavirus.

The combination of the EIB’s expertise and the European Commission’s support
with the InnovFin guarantee has made it possible to set up an innovative
financing package tailor-made to the needs of AB Science.

The COVID-19 loan consists of two tranches of €6 million each, and a third
tranche worth €3 million. The first tranche is expected to be released in the
coming weeks. The remaining two tranches will be made available at a later
stage, subject to certain milestones, including clinical progress in AB
Science’s study regarding the treatment of COVID-19 and the company’s future
equity funding.

The COVID-19 loan is supplemented by an agreement to issue warrants for the
EIB. The number of warrants to be issued by AB Science each time a tranche of
the COVID-19 loan is drawn will depend on its reference price prior to the
disbursement and the amount of the tranche in question. Purely as an
illustration, a reference price of €10.0 would mean that AB Science should
issue 162,162 warrants when it draws the first tranche. Each warrant will
entitle the EIB to subscribe to one ordinary share in AB Science at the
reference price (discount of 5.0%) for a period of 15 years.

Each time a tranche of the COVID-19 loan is drawn, AB Science will issue a
press release specifying the terms and conditions and the final number of
warrants issued on the occasion.

Alain Moussy, co-founder and chief executive of AB Science, said: “This is an
Important agreement because this major loan is a sign of a leading European


https://www.eib.org/en/products/blending/innovfin/products/infectious-diseases.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/products/blending/innovfin/products/infectious-diseases.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/what-horizon-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/what-horizon-2020

Institution’s interest in the development of masitinib. The EIB loan
supporting masitinib’s development as a treatment for COVID-19 demonstrates
that masitinib is a credible candidate thanks to its dual antiviral and anti-
inflammatory mechanism. We hope that this first agreement is only the
beginning of a long partnership with the European Investment Bank, allowing
us to move faster in developing new medicines for diseases where therapeutic
solutions are not available or insufficient.”

“I am delighted to announce this funding agreement with AB Science. The fight
against COVID-19 is a priority for the European Union’s bank, which is why we
support the development of therapeutic options that could provide an
effective response to the health crisis,” said EIB Vice-President Ambroise
Fayolle. He added, “Small and medium-sized enterprises are a major source of
medical innovation that we need to build on. That’s why it is important that
we support and work with them.”

Against the backdrop of the health crisis, this new financing reflects the
EIB’'s strong mobilisation to support the development of new and effective
treatments for COVID-19. This new funding takes total European investment to
€700 million in support of 20 biotechs and medtechs involved in the fight
against the pandemic.

Background information

The InnovFin Infectious Diseases Finance Facility (IDFF) is dedicated to
supporting the fight against infectious diseases. This joint European
Commission and EIB Group initiative is part of Horizon 2020, the 2014-2020 EU
research and innovation programme. The IDFF enables the EIB to provide
between €7.5 million and €75 million of funding to innovative players active
in developing vaccines, drugs, medical and diagnostic devices and research
infrastructure for combating infectious diseases. The financing mainly goes
to projects that have completed the preclinical stage and need clinical
approval for further development. The IDFF has been increased by €400 million
to boost its capacity for tackling the outbreak of the coronavirus. The total
EU contribution to the IDFF via Horizon 2020 is estimated at almost €700
million.

About masitinib

Masitinib is a new orally administered tyrosine kinase inhibitor that targets
mast cells and macrophages, which are important cells for immunity, by
inhibiting a limited number of kinases. Thanks to its unique mechanism,
masitinib can be developed for a large number of medical conditions including
cancer, inflammatory diseases, and certain diseases of the central nervous
system. In oncology, masitinib has the potential to improve survival when
administered alone or in combination with chemotherapy, thanks to its
immunotherapeutic properties.

Masitinib can alleviate symptoms in certain inflammatory disorders and
central nervous system diseases by acting on mast cells and microglia,
thereby inhibiting the activation of the inflammatory process.



About AB Science

Founded in 2001, AB Science is a pharmaceutical company specialising in the
research, development and commercialisation of protein kinase inhibitors
(PKIs), a class of targeted proteins whose action is key in signalling
pathways within cells. Our programmes only target diseases which have high
unmet medical needs, are often lethal with short-term survival, or are rare
or refractory to a previous line of treatment. AB Science has developed a
proprietary portfolio of molecules and the company’s lead compound,
masitinib, has already been registered for veterinary medicine and is
developed in human medicine in oncology, neurological diseases, and
inflammatory diseases. The company is headquartered in Paris, France, and
listed on Euronext Paris (ticker: AB).

To find out more about AB Science: www.ab-science.com
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