Declaration on behalf of the EU on the
15th anniversary of the decision on
the border delimitation by the
Eritrea-Ethiopia

On this day fifteen years ago, the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission
(EEBC) communicated its decision regarding the delimitation of the border
between the State of Eritrea and the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.
The EEBC had been established as part of the Algiers peace agreement signed
by the leaders of Eritrea, President Isaias Afwerki, and Ethiopia, late Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi, in Algiers, Algeria on 12 December 2000. The EU signed
as a witness alongside Algeria, the United States of America, the United
Nations and the Organisation of African Unity.

The EU remains deeply concerned that the present stalemate continues to put
regional stability at risk, with potentially negative implications on
international peace and security as well as international trade, and hampers
regional cooperation and development.

The EU is convinced that the parties have all to gain from a full
implementation of the provisions of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary
Commission’s decision. In this regard, the EU encourages all concrete steps
that could lead to finally demarcating the border in accordance with the EEBC
decision and to move to a phase of building constructive and

peaceful relations.

As part of its strong engagement on the Horn of Africa, the EU stands ready
to support the process and any measures that will create conditions for a
mutually beneficial relationship between Eritrea and Ethiopia in the future.

Statement by the Spokesperson on
political tensions in Zambia

Political tensions in Zambia have increased over past weeks and in particular
with the events surrounding the arrest of opposition leader Hakainde
Hichilema in recent days.

Calm and to refrain from any actions and rhetoric likely to aggravate the
situation are much needed.

The Zambian people expect all parties to engage in dialogue to contribute to
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a peaceful and democratic society and to respect the rule of law.

Statement by Federica Mogherini and
Johannes Hahn on the latest
developments in Albania

We regret the parliamentary boycott in Albania and that the opposition has
not yet registered to participate in the elections. The political debate
should not take place outside, but inside the parliament according to
democratic practise. Citizens deserve responsible leadership.

We once again urge all political leaders to act responsibly, with respect for
institutions, and pave the way for democratic elections, in line with
international standards.

More specifically, the much needed justice reform in Albania has once again
come under attack. We call on all parties to complete the formation of the
vetting institutions. Attacking the judicial reform rather than ensuring
implementation of vetting, with close monitoring of the International
Monitoring Operation, harms Albania’s present and future.

We expect that Members of the Parliament will show responsibility, capacity
to act within the democratic legitimate institutional framework, and that
they stand by the people of Albania, who continue to demand that the vetting
is launched and the judiciary eventually reformed, also as a crucial step for
the country to join the European Union.

Remarks by Commissioner Dimitris
Avramopoulos at the press conference
on protecting children in migration
and relocation and resettlement

Remarks by Commissioner Avramopoulos
Dear all,

I'm very glad to present to you today, — together with my colleague Vera
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Jourova — the priority actions for the protection of all children in
migration.

Children are a very vulnerable group, but they are not a marginal group in
the context of the current migratory situation in Europe.

Today, one in three asylum seekers in Europe is a child.
They need special protection wherever and whoever they are.
The best interests of the child should prevail at all times.

We want to ensure and improve the protection for ALL children at ALL stages
of migration.

Every child is entitled to adequate treatment and protection, no matter what
his or her legal status is.

We are of course not starting from scratch: both Member States and the EU
level have put in place a strong migrant child protection framework in the
past years.

But we need to shift gears — collectively. The protection of migrant children
starts already before they arrive to the EU. The external and internal
dimensions go hand in hand.

Over the past 2 years, we included migration in all our dialogues with third-
countries but also at regional and global level. We are and will continue to
invest in projects to protect migrant children outside Europe to ensure that
they have access to healthcare and education.

We also have to protect children in migration more effectively at all stages
inside the EU. We have to ensure that they are not at risk of being abused,
that they are not exploited and do not go missing. We also have to avoid that
children are drawn into criminal activities or radicalisation.

Our objective is that Member States give their endorsement to these actions
over the coming months and that we work together to implement them.

The Commission will ensure that the funding available for the protection of
the child is being fully used and that the EU agencies provide technical
support to Member States.

Among the key actions, Member States have to ensure that the relocation and
resettlement schemes work especially for unaccompanied minors.

This leads me to another point on today college agenda. Today we also adopted
the 11" relocation and resettlement report.

We have already relocated more than 16,000 so far in total, of which more
than 2,400 in the last reporting period.

With this, Member States, even though not all of them are participating, have



set a new record on relocation.

Right now, we have around 14,000 eligible applicants in Greece and around
3,500 in Italy that are registered and ready to be relocated.

If Member States step-up the number of relocations, it is absolutely possible
to relocate all those eligible in Greece and Italy by September.

To reach this objective our report today includes a number of recommendations
for Member States. Now is the moment to sustain this progress, especially as
regards the minors.

I am pleased that Austria will resume relocation and start with 50 vulnerable
migrants including children from Italy.

On resettlement, we managed to resettle over two thirds of the 22,500 people
to whom we committed to offer a safe legal path to Europe in July 2015. This
is welcome news.

We are delivering on our commitment to share responsibility with third
countries such as Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon. We need to pursue our efforts
to propose a viable alternative to irregular migration.

Finally, today we are also presenting our 6" monthly report on the Security
Union. It comes in the aftermath of what is unfortunately yet another deadly
terrorist attack on the European soil — Stockholm. Another attack which shows
how urgently we must step-up our efforts to deliver a genuine and effective
Security Union.

The emphasis of this report is on actions to combat organised crime — an area
of criminal activity with frequent links to terrorism, drugs and firearms
trafficking, migrant smuggling, cybercrime.

These are all priority policy areas with tangible impacts on the lives of our
citizens.

Our work on organised crime and migrant smuggling is of course also closely
linked to the protection of all children in migration.

I would like to pass the floor now to Vera, who will tell you more.

Statement on the executions scheduled
in Arkansas

Seven executions by lethal injection, scheduled by the US State of Arkansas
for the period between 17 April and 27 April, would break the de-facto
moratorium on the death penalty observed by this US State since November
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2005. Arkansas would also become the first State in the US to conduct seven
executions over an 1ll-day period since the resumption of the use of the death
penalty in 1977 in the United States.

The European Union opposes capital punishment, which fails to act as a
deterrent to crime, represents an unacceptable denial of human dignity and
integrity and cannot be justified under any circumstances. More than 140
countries in the world are now abolitionist in law or practice.

Today, the death penalty is illegal in nineteen of the fifty US States and
the District of Columbia. The number of executions in the US has steadily
declined to its lowest level in 2016. The executions in Arkansas, if carried
out as planned, would be a serious setback in this overall development.

We therefore call on the Governor of Arkansas to commute the sentences of Mr
Bruce Earl Ward, Mr Don Williamson Davis, Mr Ledell Lee, Mr Stacey Eugene
Johnson, Mr Jack Harold Jones, Mr Marcel W. Williams, Mr Kenneth D. Williams,
as well as the sentence of Mr Jason F. McGehee, which has been temporarily
stayed, and grant them relief from the death penalty.



