Press release — Opening — European
Parliament President highlights ‘Girls
in ICT' Day

President Tajani highlighted the international “Girls in ICT” Day, to be held
on Thursday. This aims to encourage young women to study and take up careers
in science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

In Europe, only 29 women per thousand graduate in these fields, compared
with 95 men, he noted.

This gender gap grows as you go up the hierarchical scale, added Mr Tajani,
urging EU countries and companies to do their bit to close this gap, in line
with the Millennium Development Goals.

Agenda changes

Wednesday 26 April

— The order of the second and third items will be reversed, so that the
Commission Statement on the “Decision adopted on the European Pillar of
Social Rights and work-life balance initiative” will be taken as the second
point, after the Commission statement on “Situation in Hungary”.

— The debate on the Commission statement on “Situation in Hungary” will be
wound up by a resolution, to be voted in the May I part-session

Thursday 27 April

— The immunity report (A8-0163/2017) by MEP Gilles Lebreton on MEP Anténio
Marinho e Pinto is added to the votes (Rule 9.8).

— A motion objecting to the Commission Delegated Regulation amending Annex II
to Regulation (EU) No 978/2012, applying a scheme of generalised tariff
preferences, is added to the votes.

Immunity waivers

The President announced that the European Parliament had received requests
from the Financial Department of the High Court of Paris to lift the immunity
of Marine Le Pen and Marie-Christine Boutonnet and pursuant to rule 9(1), he
had referred the requests to the Legal Affairs Committee.
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Requests by committees to start negotiations with Council and Commission

Decisions by several committees to enter into inter-institutional
negotiations (Rule 69c) are published on the plenary website. If no request
for a vote in Parliament on the decision to enter into negotiations is made
within 24 hours, the committees may start negotiations.

Safety-Security-of-Europe-Estonian-
Prime-Minister-in-eu-LISA

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Estonia Jiri Ratas met today with the
Executive Director of eu-LISA Krum Garkov in the headquarters of the Agency
in Tallinn, Estonia. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the role that
large-scale IT systems play in contributing to safety and security in Europe
and preparations for the upcoming Estonian EU Presidency.

Krum Garkov welcomed Prime Minister Ratas and thanked him on behalf of the
Agency for the interest and support shown with the high-level visit. The
Executive Director and Prime Minister exchanged views on transformations in
the area of EU freedom, security and justice, which relies increasingly on
modern technologies and information sharing. Mr Garkov elaborated on eu-
LISA's 2017 priorities related to the evolution of the existing IT systems
and integration of new ones in line with their respective legal basis. The
revision of the Agency’s mandate and the legal proposals that are currently
being negotiated at EU institutional level were also discussed. In addition
the Prime Minister and the Executive Director talked about the ongoing
preparations for the EU Presidency that Estonia will take over from Malta for
the second half of this year.

During a brief tour of the current headquarters, located in the EU House in
Tallinn, the Prime Minister and the Executive Director spoke about the
progress of the new headquarters building that will, in the not too distant
future, house eu-LISA in Tallinn.

Prime Minister Ratas also spoke with staff, addressing the Strasbourg and
Brussels office too via video conferencing.

Links:
Contact:
Mare Haab

Head of External and Internal Communication
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Press release — Fundamental rights in
Hungary: debate with Timmermans and
Orban

On Wednesday from 15.00, MEPs will discuss the fundamental rights situation
in Hungary with Commission First Vice-President Frans Timmermans and Prime
Minister Viktor Orban.

Political group leaders and MEPs will take the floor to give their views on a
new law, perceived as targeting the Central European University, media
pluralism, the independence of the judiciary and the tightening of rules for
non-governmental organisations and asylum seekers.

You can follow the debate on EP Live or EbS+

Procedure: Commission statement followed by a debate

#Hungary #CEU #fundamentalrights @TimmermansEU

You can embed the video of the live debate on your website:
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