
EU-Canada Joint Cooperation Committee
meets in Ottawa: First hig

OTTAWA – The first meeting of the EU-Canada Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC)
took place today in Ottawa. The Joint Cooperation Committee, along with the
Joint Ministerial Committee, have been established by the EU-Canada Strategic
Partnership Agreement and will provide impetus to our relationship, as well
as assess implementation of the Agreement, which is being provisionally
applied since 1 April 2017. The first EU-Canada Joint Ministerial Committee
is due to take place in Brussels later this year.

This first Joint Cooperation Committee provided an opportunity for the
European Union and Canada to take stock of developments in our broad and deep
relationship, including on a number of issues linked to the numerous thematic
and geographic dialogues that have taken place over the past months.
Dialogues on matters relating to defence and security, human rights, energy,
innovation, science and technology, on the Middle East and North Africa, and
on Sub-Saharan Africa, among others, have taken place, allowing the European
Union and Canada not only to exchange information but also to ensure
coordination whenever possible and to explore ways to expand the areas in
which we concretely work together. The Joint Cooperation Committee also
proposed recommendations for the establishment of new areas of cooperation,
including on employment and social affairs.

Both the European Union and Canada reaffirmed their strong commitment to
ambitious climate policies in fulfilment of the Paris Agreement on climate
change. This will include the strengthening of existing partnerships, seeking
new alliances and contributions, and continued support to those who are
particularly vulnerable. Both sides stressed the importance they attach to
tackling global challenges responsibly, as well as to a rules-based global
order and effective multilateralism, in particular within the framework of
the United Nations. They agreed on the need for the European Union and Canada
to remain engaged and coordinated in multilateral fora, including the United
Nations and the G20, as well as the G7, which will be chaired by Canada in
2018. The possible participation of Canada in ongoing EU military and
civilian missions and operations around the world, as part of its Common
Security and Defence Policy, was also raised. The need to continue
championing a progressive free and fair trade policy was also discussed.

The Joint Cooperation Committee therefore confirmed the excellent state of
the close and long-standing partnership between the European Union and
Canada, which is based on shared democratic values, a responsibility to
defend human rights and dignity for all, and social protection. As foreseen
under the Strategic Partnership Agreement, the European Union and Canada will
continue to champion and uphold these values and principles through regular
dialogues, constructive cooperation and concrete action.

The Joint Cooperation Committee was co-chaired by Ms. Edita Hrdá, Managing
Director for the Americas in the European External Action Service, and by Ms.
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Alexandra Bugailiskis, Assistant Deputy Minister for Europe, the Middle East
and the Maghreb at Global Affairs Canada. European Union Member States and
Canadian provinces also participated.

More information:

Factsheet on the EU-Canada Strategic Partnership Agreement

Factsheet on EU-Canada relations

Website of the European Union Delegation to Canada

Statement of the High
Representative/Vice-President Federica
Mog

The appointment of Mr Ghassan Salamé as United Nations Secretary General’s
Special Representative for Libya and Head of the United Nations Support
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) comes at a crucial moment for the Libyan Peace
Process.

I am confident that with Mr Salamé, the United Nations will stay at the
forefront of mediation work with all stakeholders in Libya. I spoke with Mr
Salame today and assured him of the EU’s support in his work.

We will continue our excellent cooperation and coordination with UNSMIL in
our political and diplomatic work in Libya, including in the framework of the
Libya Quartet, alongside the League of Arab States and African Union.

On this occasion, I want to pay tribute to Mr Martin Kobler for his work and
commitment to advancing peace in Libya.

I also met with Prime Minister Sarraj on 21st June to discuss with him how to
move ahead as there is an urgent need to find a comprehensive political
solution for Libya, in the framework of the Libyan Political Agreement. We
will continue the work to bring all parties together, under the auspices of
the UN, and promote coherence of international efforts so that the Libyan
people can live in a stable and secure Libya.
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Le Comité mixte de coopération Canada-
Union européenne se réunit
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Alexandra Bugailiskis, Assistant Deputy Minister for Europe, the Middle East
and the Maghreb at Global Affairs Canada. European Union Member States and
Canadian provinces also participated.

More information:

Factsheet on the EU-Canada Strategic Partnership Agreement

Factsheet on EU-Canada relations

Website of the European Union Delegation to Canada

Remarques du président Donald Tusk
avant les réunions du Conseil européen

On 23 June 2016 citizens of the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the
European Union (EU). On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European
Council of its intention to leave the EU by…

Over the past 20 years, the European Union has put in place some of the
highest common asylum standards in the world. And in the past two years,
European migration policy has advanced in leaps and…

‘Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.It will
be built through concrete achievementswhich first create a de facto
solidarity.’Robert Schuman9 May 1950On 25 March 2017,…

In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate
destabilisation of a neighbouring sovereign country, the EU has imposed
restrictive measures against the Russian Federation.Overview…

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his annual State
of the Union speech at the European Parliament on 14 September 2016, just two
days ahead of the informal meeting of 27…

Enlargement is the process whereby countries join the EU. Since it was
founded in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 member countries to 28.Any European
country that respects the principles of liberty,…
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Statement by the Spokesperson on the
announcement of Parliamenta

Today’s announcement in Kabul by the Independent Electoral Commission of the
date for Parliamentary elections in Afghanistan opens the way for an overdue
step forward for democracy in the country.

The broad consultations with Afghan political stakeholders underline the
Government’s commitment to ensure a transparent electoral process. We
expect the Independent Electoral Commission, political stakeholders and civil
society to continue working closely together towards inclusive, transparent
and credible elections, and to further democratic developments.

Key decisions on electoral reform will now have to be taken by the Afghan
authorities in a timely manner. Broad-based political support for and clear
communication on these reforms will help to restore public confidence in the
elections and electoral bodies.

The European Union is committed to supporting the Afghan electoral process
and the right of Afghan citizens to exercise their civic and democratic
rights, and intends to adopt a €3.5 million project to strengthen
Afghanistan’s electoral institutions, funded under the Instrument
contributing to Stability and Peace. This project will help to enhance the
integrity of the electoral process, and will complement existing and upcoming
European Union electoral assistance in Afghanistan.

The European Union is committed to a peaceful, stable and democratic
Afghanistan, to the benefit of all Afghans, of the region and beyond.
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