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Visit of the College of Commissioners to Sofia: Bulgarian Presidency begins
with €100 million Juncker Plan loan for agri-pharma business Huvepharma

Yesterday evening President Juncker and the College participated in the
opening ceremony of the Bulgarian Presidency of the EU, with Prime Minister
Borissov, President Radev, Minister in charge of the Bulgarian Presidency
Lilyana Pavlova, President Tusk and President Tajani. President Juncker
delivered a speech in which he said: “You can count on us (…) because your
place is in Europe. And your place is in Schengen. And your place is in the
euro. We will work for that. The Commission will be by Bulgaria’s side:
united we stand strong and united we will stand.”(watch the opening ceremony
on EbS+) The ceremony was followed by a working dinner, hosted by President
Borissov. The visit of the College of Commissioners continues today. This
morning President Juncker and Prime Minister Borissov witnessed the signing
of a new European Investment Bank (EIB) loan of €100 million with Bulgarian
agri-pharma business Huvepharma to finance a boost in production levels and
research and development (R&D) in the area of animal health. The loan is
guaranteed by the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), the central
pillar of the Investment Plan for Europe, the Juncker Plan. The deal was
signed by Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen, Agriculture Minister of
Bulgaria Rumen Porodzanov, EIB Vice-President Andrew McDowell and Kiril
Domuschiev, Chief Executive Officer of Biovet’s parent company Huvepharma.
(For more information about the EFSI project and the latest Investment Plan
results see the Investment Plan website). Speaking about the deal in his
press conference with Prime Minister Borissov this morning, President Juncker
said: “This will not only create 200 jobs locally but will also reinforce
Europe’s leading position in the global animal health sector. To me this not
only shows this country’s potential but it shows that Bulgaria is a leader in
Europe.” President Juncker also underlined the importance of the upcoming
Bulgarian Presidency in the delivery on our Roadmap for a more united,
stronger and more democratic Union, and in finding consensus in the ongoing
legislative proposals. On Bulgaria’s prospects of joining the euro, President
Juncker said: “Bulgaria is on the right track. Government debt is, with
clearly below 30%, one of the lowest of the European Union and of the
eurozone, budget deficit is an unknown term in this country, unemployment is
falling, which also shows that bigger improvements have been made concerning
real convergence in Bulgaria. (…) I am of the opinion that Bulgaria should
join the ERMII as quickly as possible.” (For more information: Margaritis
Schinas – Tel.: +32 229 60524; Mina Andreeva – Tel.: +32 229 91382; Annika
Breidthardt – Tel.: +32 229 56153; Siobhán Millbright – Tel.: +32 229 57361)

 

Payment services: Consumers to benefit from cheaper, safer and more
innovative electronic payments

The revised Payment Services Directive (PSD2), which will apply as of 13
January 2018, aims to modernise Europe’s payment services to the benefit of

http://www.government-world.com/daily-news-12-01-2018/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-18-161_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/focus/index.cfm?sitelang=en&focusid=2856
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/focus/index.cfm?sitelang=en&focusid=2856
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/jobs-growth-and-investment/investment-plan-europe-juncker-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/roadmap-factsheet-tallinn_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/roadmap-factsheet-tallinn_en.pdf


both consumers and businesses, so as to keep pace with this rapidly evolving
market. Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice-President responsible for Financial
Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union said. “This
legislation is another step towards a digital single market in the EU. It
will promote the development of innovative online and mobile payments, which
will benefit the economy and growth. With PSD2 becoming applicable, we are
banning surcharges for consumer debit and credit card payments. This could
save more than €550 million per year for EU consumers. Consumers will also be
better protected when they make payments.” The new rules will be applicable
as of 13 January 2018 through provisions that Member States have introduced
in their national laws in compliance with the EU legislation. The Commission
calls on Member States who have not yet transposed the Directive, to do so as
a matter of urgency. For more information please see the full press release
and MEMO available online (For more information: Vanessa Mock – Tel.: +32 229
56194; Letizia Lupini – Tel.: +32 229 51958)

Next steps against fake news: High-Level Expert Group to tackle
disinformation meets for the first time 

As announced in November 2017, the High-Level Expert Group appointed to
advise the European Commission on how to tackle the spread of online
disinformation will meet for the first time next Monday 15 January at 10:00.
The High-Level Expert Group will contribute to the development of an EU-level
strategy on how to tackle this phenomenon, to be presented in spring 2018.
Following the Commission’s call for application last November, the Commission
received over 300 applications for the group. The experts will advise the
Commission on scoping the phenomenon, defining the roles and responsibilities
of relevant stakeholders, grasping the international dimension, taking stock
of the positions at stake, and formulating recommendations. The selection of
members ensures a wide participation of expertise, a balanced geographical
representation, gender balance, and a balanced view of both social media
platforms and media organisations, civil society organisation and experts
such as journalists and academia. The procedure has followed the usual rules
for selection of expert groups of the Commission. The final list of
participants can be found here. Mandated by President Juncker, Commissioner
Mariya Gabriel launched the initiative in November 2017 together with a
public consultationopen until 23 February. On Monday 15 January, she will
hold a press point at 11:00 which can be followed live on EbS. In
establishing the group, the Commission has worked closely with the EEAS East
Stratcom Task Force, which was set up by the High Representative/Vice-
President Federica Mogherini in 2015 to address disinformation activities by
external actors. You can find more information about the High-Level Expert
Group’s work here, as well as in a press release and in Commissioner
Gabriel’s speech. (For more information: Nathalie Vandystadt – Tel.: +32 229
67083; Inga Höglund – Tel.: +32 229 50698; Julia-Henriette Bräuer – Tel.: +32
229 80707)

New opportunities for Europe’s leading innovators in the fields of Added-
Value Manufacturing and Urban Mobility

Today, the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) is launching
a Call for the creation of two new Knowledge and Innovation Communities: EIT
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Manufacturing and EIT Urban Mobility. The former will contribute to the
development of a more sustainable and environmentally-friendly manufacturing
process in the industrial sector. The latter will focus on smart, green and
integrated transport. The two new pan-European partnerships of universities,
research organisations and businesses will join the six existing Knowledge
and Innovation Communities on climate (EIT Climate-KIC), digitisation (EIT
Digital), food (EIT Food), health (EIT Health), renewable energy (EIT
InnoEnergy), and raw materials (EIT Raw Materials). They will help to boost
innovation in strategic sectors where Europe needs to build and maintain a
competitive advantage. Tibor Navracsics, Commissioner for Education, Culture,
Youth and Sport, responsible for the EIT, said: “The EIT Knowledge and
Innovation Communities are part of Europe’s answer to the global challenges
our societies face. It is only by innovating, investing in talent and
developing solutions that we will be able to build resilient, sustainable and
inclusive societies. Therefore I am looking forward to welcoming the new
Knowledge and Innovation Communities in the fields of added-value
manufacturing and urban mobility.” Read the EIT’s press release here. The EIT
is an independent EU body set up to boost innovation and entrepreneurship
across Europe – more details are available here. (For more information:
Nathalie Vandystadt – Tel.: +32 229 67083; Joseph Waldstein – Tel.: +32 229
56184; Julia-Henriette Bräuer – Tel.: +32 229 80707)

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of the Chapelfield Partnership by intu
and LaSalle Investment Management

The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the
acquisition of joint control over the Chapelfield Partnership LP by intu
properties plc (“intu”) and LaSalle Investment Management (“LaSalle”), all of
the UK. The Chapelfiled Partnership, currently indirectly wholly owned by
intu, owns and operates the Chapelfield Shopping Centre in Norwich, UK. intu
is a real estate investment trust, largely focused on shopping centre
ownership, management and development across the UK and, to a lesser extent,
in Spain. LaSalle – a subsidiary of Jones Lang LaSalle Incorporated of the US
– is a real estate investment management firm. The Commission concluded that
the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns given the
companies’ moderate combined market positions in the provision of real estate
services in the UK resulting from the proposed transaction. The operation was
examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More information will
be available on the Commission’s competition website, in the public case
register under the case number M.8720. (For more information: Ricardo
Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229 80100; Maria Sarantopoulou – Tel.: +32 229 13740)

 

La Commission lance un appel à propositions pour les nouvelles campagnes de
promotions des produits agro-alimentaires européens

Un appel à propositions pour une nouvelle campagne de promotion des produits
agro-alimentaires de l’Union européenne s’ouvre aujourd’hui avec un budget de
près de €170 million, en nette augmentation par rapport aux €142 million
disponibles l’année dernière. Deux tiers de la somme seront utilisés pour
promouvoir les produits de l’UE à travers le monde et à trouver de nouveaux
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marchés, en ciblant principalement des pays tiers à fort potentiel de
croissance. Le Commissaire à l’agriculture Phil Hogan a dit: “l’UE est le
plus grand exportateur de produits agro-alimentaires et la référence mondiale
en ce qui concerne les produits alimentaires de haute qualité. J’ai eu
l’occasion de constater de mes propres yeux l’intérêt des consommateurs et
des entreprises pour les produits agroalimentaires de l’UE dans le cadre de
mes nombreuses missions commerciales à l’étranger. Je me réjouis de ces
nouveaux programmes de promotion qui, par le passé, ont ouvert la voie à de
nouveaux candidats et ont accru notre visibilité dans le monde entier.” Au
sein du territoire de l’Union, l’accent sera mis sur les labels de qualité
existants: label bio, IGP, AOP, et sur les campagnes visant à promouvoir la
consommation de fruits et légumes. Les organisations de producteurs et
associations sectorielles peuvent envoyer leurs propositions via un portail
dédié jusqu’au 12 avril. Un communiqué de presse dans toutes les langues est
disponible en ligne. (Pour plus d’information: Daniel Rosario – Tel: +32 2 29
56185; Clémence Robin – Tel: +32 229 52 509)

 

Agriculture: the Commission approves new geographical indication from the
Netherlands

The Commission has approved today the addition of a new product from The
Netherlands to the quality register of Traditional Speciality Guaranteed
(TSG). ‘Suikerstroop’ is dark brown syrup made of the syrupy liquid left
behind during the production of sugar from sugar beet or sugar cane. It has a
sweet taste due to its large sugar content (at least 70%) but is also a bit
salty due to the minerals and other components from the sugar beet or sugar
cane found in the syrup as a result of the production process. Historically,
‘suikerstroop’ is a by-product of sugar refining and it has been a much-used
ingredient in traditional Dutch dishes, such as Groningse kruidkoek or
Limburgse zoervleisj. A sauce made out of ‘suikerstroop’ called stroopsaus is
also a recommended accompaniment for many traditional dishes. The scheme for
traditional specialities guaranteed is to help the producers of traditional
products to communicate to consumers the value-adding attributes of their
product. A name can be registered as a traditional speciality guaranteed
where it describes a specific product or foodstuff that results from a mode
of production, processing or composition corresponding to traditional
practice for that product or foodstuff; or is produced from raw materials or
ingredients that are those traditionally used. More information: webpages on
quality products and DOOR database of protected products.(For more
information: Daniel Rosario – Tel: +32 229 56 185; Clémence Robin – Tel: +32
229)

Eurostat: Le taux d’épargne des ménages stable à 12,0% dans la zone euro

Au troisième trimestre 2017, le taux d’épargne des ménages a été de 12,0%
dans la zone euro, stable par rapport au deuxième trimestre 2017. Le taux
d’investissement des ménages a quant à lui été de 8,8% au troisième trimestre
2017 dans la zone euro, contre 8,7% au trimestre précédent. Ces informations,
qui proviennent de la première diffusion de données, corrigées des variations
saisonnières, sur les comptes européens trimestriels des secteurs, sont
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publiées par Eurostat, l’office statistique de l’Union européenne, et la
Banque centrale européenne (BCE). Un communiqué de presse est disponible ici.
(Pour plus d’informations: Annika Breidthardt – Tel.: +32 229 56153; Juliana
Dahl – Tel.: +32 229 59914)

Eurostat: Le taux d’investissement des entreprises en baisse à 22,4% dans la
zone euro

Au troisième trimestre 2017, le taux d’investissement des entreprises s’est
établi à 22,4% dans la zone euro, contre 23,1% au trimestre précédent. La
part des profits des entreprises s’est quant à elle située à 41,4% au
troisième trimestre 2017 dans la zone euro, contre 41,0% au deuxième
trimestre 2017. Ces informations, qui proviennent de la première diffusion de
données, corrigées des variations saisonnières, sur les comptes européens
trimestriels des secteurs, sont publiées par Eurostat, l’office statistique
de l’Union européenne, et la Banque centrale européenne (BCE). Un communiqué
de presse est disponible ici. (Pour plus d’informations: Annika Breidthardt –
Tel.: +32 229 56153; Juliana Dahl – Tel.: +32 229 59914)
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Promoting Europe’s agricultural
products: Commission increases funding

The European Commission has today launched the calls for proposals for
programmes to promote European agricultural products throughout the world and
within the EU. A total of €169 million is available to co-finance the
programmes, up from €142 million in 2017. Programmes can cover a wide range
of issues from general campaigns on healthy eating to specific market
sectors.

Phil Hogan, Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development said: “The EU
is the world’s largest trader of agri-food products and the best address in
the world for high-quality food. I had the occasion to witness first-hand the
interest consumers and businesses have worldwide for EU agri-food products on
my several business missions conducted abroad. I welcome these new promotion
programmes which have in the past successfully opened the doors to new
applicants and increased our visibility across the world. Last year, bids for
agri-food promotion programmes exceeded the available budget by close to ten
times. So if you are an eligible organisation, it is time to apply now.”

Two thirds of the available funding is earmarked for promoting EU food
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products in non-EU countries, in particular those with which there is a large
potential for increasing EU agri-food exports such as Canada, Japan, China,
Mexico and Colombia. For programmes within the EU, the focus should be on
informing consumers about the various EU quality schemes and labels such as
geographical indications or organic products. Sectorial funding will go
towards programmes that promote sustainable breeding including for sheep and
goats. Funding has also been set aside for campaigns designed to promote
healthy eating and the consumption of fruits and vegetables. A full list of
the Commission’s priorities and funding available can be found here.

Who can apply?

A wide range of organisations, such as trade organisations, producer
organisations and agri-food bodies responsible for promotion activities are
eligible to apply for funding through the call for proposals launched today.
So called ‘simple’ programmes can be submitted by one or more organisations
from the same EU country; the ‘multi’ programmes can be submitted by at least
two national organisations from at least two member states, or by one or more
European organisations. The ensuing campaigns usually roll over three years.

Proposals should be submitted by 12 April 2018 via the dedicated portal. The
Commission will assess the proposals and announce the beneficiaries in the
autumn.

CHAFEA, the EU’s Consumer, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive Agency,
provides a number of tools to help applicants to successfully submit their
proposals. More information will be available during a series of ‘info days’
that will take part across the EU. The first info day will be held in
Brussels on 31 January, open to all potential beneficiaries, advertising
agencies, and national authorities.

For More Information

More on EU policy on the promotion of agricultural products

Promotion policy annual work programme 2018

Results of the 2017 call for proposals (simple programmes)

Payment services: Consumers to benefit
from cheaper, safer and more
innovative electronic payments

The revised Payment Services Directive (PSD2), which will apply as of 13
January 2018, aims to modernise Europe’s payment services to the benefit of
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both consumers and businesses, so as to keep pace with this rapidly evolving
market.

Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice-President responsible for Financial Stability,
Financial Services and Capital Markets Union said. “This legislation is
another step towards a digital single market in the EU. It will promote the
development of innovative online and mobile payments, which will benefit the
economy and growth. With PSD2 becoming applicable, we are banning surcharges
for consumer debit and credit card payments. This could save more than €550
million per year for EU consumers. Consumers will also be better protected
when they make payments.”

The new rules will:

Prohibit surcharging, which are additional charges for payments with
consumer credit or debit cards, both in shops or online;

Open the EU payment market to companies offering payment services, based
on them gaining access to information about the payment account;

Introduce strict security requirements for electronic payments and for
the protection of consumers’ financial data;

Enhance consumers’ rights in numerous areas. These include reducing the
liability for non-authorised payments and introducing an unconditional
(“no questions asked”) refund right for direct debits in euro. 

These rules will be applicable as of 13 January 2018 through provisions that
Member States have introduced in their national laws in compliance with the
EU legislation. The Commission calls on Member States who have not yet
transposed the Directive, to do so as a matter of urgency.

Background

The revised Payment Services Directive (PSD2, Directive 2015/2366/EU),
proposed by the European Commission in July 2013 and agreed by co-legislators
in 2015, is the latest in a series of laws adopted by the EU in order to
provide for modern, efficient and cheap payment services and to enhance
protection for European consumers and businesses.

It incorporates and repeals Directive 2007/64/EC (Payment Services Directive,
or PSD1), which provided the legal basis for the creation of an EU-wide
single market for payment services. The revised Directive adapts the rules to
cater for emerging and innovative payment services, including internet and
mobile payments, while at the same time ensuring a more secure environment
for consumers.

For more information

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/payment-services-psd-2-directive-eu-2015-2366/law-details_en


More information on PSD 2

Frequently asked questions on PSD 2

Frequently asked questions on the RTS

Bulgarian Presidency begins with €100
million Juncker Plan loan for agri-
pharma business Huvepharma

As the College of Commissioners visit Sofia to mark the beginning of the
Bulgarian Presidency of the EU, the European Investment Bank (EIB) has signed
a €100 million loan with Bulgarian agri-pharma business Biovet to finance a
boost in production levels and research and development (R&D) in the area of
animal health. The loan is guaranteed by the European Fund for Strategic
Investments (EFSI), the central pillar of the Investment Plan for Europe, the
Juncker Plan. As a result of this financing, 210 jobs will be created in
rural parts of Bulgaria.

Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and the Prime Minister of Bulgaria
Boyko Borissov witnessed the signing of today’s deal by Commission Vice-
President Jyrki Katainen, Agriculture Minister of Bulgaria Rumen Porodzanov,
EIB Vice-President Andrew McDowell and Kiril Domuschiev, Chief Executive
Officer of Biovet’s parent company Huvepharma.

Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen, responsible for Jobs, Growth,
Investment and Competitiveness, said: “It is a great pleasure to be here to
sign the biggest EFSI transaction in Bulgaria so far: €100 million to Biovet.
Thanks to the EU budget guarantee, the EIB was able to offer the company this
loan and as a result we will see more R&D activity in rural areas in
Bulgaria, leading to growth in the economy and new jobs created. I wish every
success to Biovet, and to the Bulgarian Presidency for the next six months.”

Commissioner Phil Hogan, responsible for Agriculture and Rural Development,
said: “The agriculture sector in Europe supports 44 million jobs and is a
growth sector with enormous potential for growth. Investment is essential if
that potential is to be fully realised. The EIB has a crucial role to play
and I warmly welcome their support for agri companies such as Biovet as a
clear indication of their firm commitment to the agri food sector, which will
continue to provide jobs in rural areas and boost the economy.”

Bulgarian Agriculture Minister Rumen Porodzanov said: “I am delighted that
the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union starts with
such an important message to the Bulgarian agricultural sector. The financing
of this project embodies the European Investment Bank’s credibility towards
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the Bulgarian government and the Bulgarian business. The possibility of
implementing such an extremely important and effective project in the field
of veterinary medicine and animal health care is indicative of the
perspectives of Bulgarian agriculture. We are proud that BIOVET project is
part of the Juncker Plan.“

EIB Vice-President Andrew McDowell said: “This operation supported by the EIB
and the Investment Plan for Europe will strengthen the competitiveness of a
leading company in the veterinary sector in Bulgaria, reinforcing Europe’s
leading position in the animal health market. This is important as animal
health is a key element of the EU farming industry and an area of concern for
all European citizens.”

Huvepharma CEO Kiril Domuschiev said: “Huvepharma is determined to continue
its growth strategy as an EU-based animal health company operating on global
markets. Support of the EIB allows us to accelerate our investments in
Bulgarian production and R&D facilities, thereby reinforcing our strategy to
build a fully-integrated animal health company with production facilities in
the EU and selling on global markets.“

The project includes the design, construction and management of two new
facilities: a fermentation facility in Peshtera in southern Bulgaria which
will manufacture active substances, nutritional supplements, enzymes,
probiotics and ready medicinal formulations for animal and human health; as
well as a new plant in Razgrad in north-east Bulgaria for the manufacturing
of animal vaccines. The project will also enable the

company to carry out R&D in the fields of microbiology and new product
development, such as vaccines, enzymes, as well as process improvement and
formulation.

Background

The European Investment Bank (EIB) is the European Union’s bank. It is the
long-term lending institution of the EU and is the only bank owned by and
representing the interests of the European Union Member States. It makes
long-term finance available for sound investments in order to contribute
towards EU policy goals. The EIB works closely with other EU institutions to
implement EU policy.

As the largest multilateral borrower and lender by volume, the EIB provides
finance and expertise for sound and sustainable investment projects which
contribute to furthering EU policy objectives. More than 90% of EIB activity
is focused on Europe but it also supports the EU’s external and development
policies.

The Investment Plan for Europe, the Juncker Plan, is one of the European
Commission’s top priorities. It focuses on boosting investments to create
jobs and growth by making smarter use of new and existing financial
resources, removing obstacles to investment and providing visibility and
technical assistance to investment projects.



The European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) is the central pillar of
the Juncker Plan. It provides a first loss guarantee, allowing the EIB to
invest in more, often riskier, projects. The EFSI is already showing concrete
results. The projects and agreements approved for financing under the EFSI so
far are expected to mobilise some EUR 256bn in investments and support up to
540 000 SMEs across all 28 Member States. The European Parliament and Member
States agreed in December 2017 to extend EFSI’s duration and increase its
financial capacity.

Huvepharma is a privately-owned, global animal health company with
headquarters in Sofia, Bulgaria, that brands a broad portfolio of products
used in swine, poultry and cattle production. The company is committed to
develop and produce world-class products with an emphasis on providing value-
enhanced solutions for animal-producing customers. Huvepharma is selling in
more than 90 countries with subsidiaries in all major farm animal-producing
regions globally, including manufacturing sites in Europe and the USA.

More information

Investment Plan website: latest news and results from the EFSI

Memo: Extension of the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) –
Frequently Asked Questions

EIB EFSI website: full list of EFSI projects and how to apply for financing

Advisory Hub: technical assistance for project promoters and small businesses

Project Portal: free service, matching investment opportunities with
investors

CALENDRIER du 15 au 21 janvier 2018

(Susceptible de modifications en cours de semaine)

Déplacements et visites

 

Lundi 15 janvier 2018

15-18/01 European Parliament plenary session, in Strasbourg

President Jean-Claude Juncker receives Mr Joseph Daul, President of the
European People’s Party (EPP) and Mr Manfred Weber, Chairman of the EPP Group
in the European Parliament.

President Jean-Claude Juncker receives Mr Hans-Olaf Henkel, Member of the

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-5169_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/jobs-growth-and-investment/investment-plan-europe-juncker-plan_en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-3224_en.htm
http://www.eib.org/efsi/
http://eiah.eib.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/player.cfm?ref=I146756
http://www.government-world.com/calendrier-du-15-au-21-janvier-2018/


European Parliament.

Ms Federica Mogherini receives Mr Nasr al-Hariri, Head of the Syrian
Negotiation Commission.

Ms Federica Mogherini receives Mr Adel al-Jubeir, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Mr Andrus Ansip receives Mr Ronan Kelly, President of Fibre to the Home
Council Europe (FTTH).

Mr Jyrki Katainen receives Mr Jean Bizet, Chairman of the European Affairs
Committee of the French Senate, and a delegation from the Committee.

Mr Jyrki Katainen receives Mr Henrik Vuornos, Chairman of the Youth of the
National Coalition Party of Finland, and a delegation from the Youth of the
National Coalition Party.

Ms Cecilia Malmström receives a delegation from the European Affairs
Committee of the French Senate.

M. Pierre Moscovici à Paris, France (jusqu’à 17/01):rencontre M. Mounir
Mahjoubi, Secrétaire d’Etat auprès du Premier ministre français chargé du
Numérique.

Mr Christos Stylianides receives Mr Fahad Al Sulaiti, CEO of the “Education
Above All” foundation.

Mr Christos Stylianides receives Mr Adel Al-Jubeir, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Mr Phil Hogan receives a delegation from the European Affairs Committeeof the
French Senate.

Ms Violeta Bulc au Luxembourg: rencontre M. François Bausch, Ministre du
Développement durable et des Infrastructures du Luxembourg; visite le
terminal intermodal Bettembourg-Dudelange et la gare de Pfaffenthal-
Kirchberg; rencontre M. Xavier Bettel, Premier Ministre du Luxembourg;
participe à un Dialogue citoyen; et rencontre les membres des commissions des
Affaires étrangères et européennes, de l’Economie, du Développement durable
de la Chambre des Députés.

Ms Margrethe Vestager receives Mr Zhang Ming, Head of the Mission of the
People’s Republic of China to the European Union. 

Mr Carlos Moedas receives Mr Petteri Taalas, Secretary General of the World
Meteorological Organisation (WMO).

Ms Mariya Gabriel holds a High-Level Expert Group meeting on Fake News, in
Brussels.

Ms Mariya Gabriel holds the Western Balkans roundtable of operators, in
Brussels.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/citizens-dialogues/citizens-dialogue-luxembourg-commissioner-violeta-bulc-2018-jan-15_en


 

Mardi 16 janvier 2018

College meeting

European Parliament plenary session, in Strasbourg.

President Jean-Claude Juncker addresses the plenary of the European
Parliament on the conclusions of the European Council of December and the
conclusion of the Estonian Presidency of the Council of the EU.

M. Pierre Moscovici à Paris, France:rencontre le Bureau national du Parti
Socialiste.

 

Mercredi 17 janvier 2018

European Parliament plenary session, in Strasbourg

President Jean-Claude Juncker addresses the plenary of the European
Parliament on the beginning of the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the
EU.

Mr Miguel Arias Cañete delivers a keynote speech at the 531st Plenary Session
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) on “The climate finance
pact”.

M. Pierre Moscovici à Paris, France: est auditionné par la Commission des
affaires étrangères de l’Assemblée nationale; et rencontre Mme Nicole
Belloubet, Garde des Sceaux, ministre de la Justice.  

Mr Christos Stylianides in Wiesbaden, Germany: meets Mr Peter Beuth, Minister
for the Interior and Sports of the Land of Hessen.

Ms Margrethe Vestager delivers a speech at the “Future of Europe 2018: Fair
competition as a growth engine for the future of Europe” conference, in
Brussels

Mr Carlos Moedas participates in a working lunch with the members of the
High-Level Group on Key Enabling Technologies.

Ms Mariya Gabriel in Ljubljana, Slovenia (until 18/01): meets Mr Boris
Koprivnikar, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Public Administration of
Slovenia; and Mr Marko Grobelnik, Digital Champion of Slovenia.

 

Jeudi 18 janvier 2018

European Parliament plenary session, in Strasbourg

President Jean-Claude Juncker hosts the European Commission’s New Year’s



reception

Mr Frans Timmermans receives Ms Isabelle Kocher, CEO of Engie.

Mr Jyrki Katainen meets Mr Jukka Mäkelä, Mayor of Espoo, and the city board
of Espoo, in Brussels.

Mr Vytenis Andriukaitis in Berlin, Germany (until 20/01): visits “The Charité
– Universitätsmedizin Berlin” research and healthcare centre and participates
in a presentation of European Reference Networks; participates in the opening
event of the 10th Global Forum for Food and Agriculture “Shaping the Future
of Livestock – sustainably, responsibly, efficiently”, organised by the
German Ministry for Food and Agriculture in the framework of the
International Green Week 2018.

M. Pierre Moscovici reçoit Mme Isabelle Kocher, PDG du groupe Engie.

Mr Christos Stylianides in Vienna, Austria: meets Mr Gerald Schöpfer,
President of the Austrian Red Cross; and representatives of the Austrian
National Council and Federal Council.

Mr Phil Hogan in Berlin, Germany (until 20/01): participates in the official
opening of the International Green Week 2018.

Ms Elżbieta Bieńkowska in Venice, Italy (until 19/01): delivers a welcoming
speech at the 2018 EU-China Tourism Year Gala Event.

Mr Tibor Navracsics reçoit M. Francois Germinet, Président de l’Université de
Cergy-Pontoise et Président de la Conférence des Universités d’Île-de-France.

Ms Corina Creţu in Bratislava, Slovakia: participates in a working lunch with
Mr Peter Pellegrini, Deputy Prime Minister for Investments of Slovakia and Mr
Radko Kuruc, State Secretary of the Ministry of Finance.

Ms Corina Creţu in Belgrade, Serbia (until 19/01): meets Mr Aleksandar Vučić,
President of Serbia.

M. Julian King à Paris, France: est auditionné par la Commission des affaires
européennes et la Commission de lois du Sénat français.

Ms Mariya Gabriel in Ljubljana, Slovenia: speaks in front of the
parliamentary committees for EU affairs, for the Interior, public
administration and local self-government in the National Assembly;
participates in a Citizen’s dialogue; attends a working lunch with
stakeholders; a presentation of Digital Economy and Society practices; and a
meeting with women in tech at BTC Company.

Vendredi 19 janvier 2018

Mr Jyrki Katainen receives representatives of Orgalime, the European
Engineering Industries Association.

Mr Jyrki Katainen delivers a keynote speech on “The Future of European

http://www.gffa-berlin.de/en/
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https://www.ceps.eu/events/future-european-defence-discussion-commission-vice-president-jyrki-katainen


Defence” as part of the Future of Europe Event Series, organised by the
Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), in Brussels.

Mr Jyrki Katainen receives Ms Minna Arve, Mayor of Turku.

Ms Cecilia Malmström participates in the EU-Korea Trade Committee meeting, in
Brussels.

Ms Cecilia Malmström receives Mr Kim Hyun-chong, Minister for Trade of Korea.

Mr Karmenu Vella delivers a speech at the High-Level Arctic Stakeholders
Forum – presentation of the “Summary report of the Arctic Stakeholder Forum
consultation”, in Brussels.

Mr Vytenis Andriukaitis in Berlin, Germany:delivers a speech at the 10th

Global Forum for Food and Agriculture High-Level Panel “Animal Health and
Welfare: Two cornerstones for the future of globally diversified livestock
production”; and, together with Mr Phil Hogan, participates in a joint
Citizens’ Dialogue on sustainable food production and consumption in the
framework of the International Green Week 2018.

M. Pierre Moscovici à Paris, France: rencontre M. Alexis Kohler, Secrétaire
Général de la présidence de la République française.

Mr Christos Stylianides in Berlin, Germany: meets Mr Thomas de Maizière,
Federal Minister for the Interior of Germany; and Mr Karl-Heinz Schröter,
Minister for the Interior and Local Issues of the Land of Brandenburg.

Mr Phil Hogan in Berlin, Germany: participates in the 10th Global Forum for
Food and Agriculture High-Level Panel “Shaping the Future of Livestock –
sustainably, responsibly, efficiently”, organised by the German Ministry for
Food and Agriculture in the framework of the International Green Week 2018.

Ms Violeta Bulc in Hamburg, Germany: meets Mr Olaf Scholz, First Mayor of
Hamburg; visits the Port of Hamburg together with Mr Jens Meier, CEO of the
Hamburg Port Authority; and the Fleet Support Centre of Hapag Lloyd.

Ms Elżbieta Bieńkowska in Venice, Italy: delivers a keynote speech at the
opening of the 2018 EU-China Tourism Year; and opens the 1st EU-China Tourism
Business Summit; and meets Ms Nikolina Angelkova, Minister for Tourism of
Bulgaria.

Ms Vĕra Jourová receives Mr Carl Dolan, Director of the Transparency
International EU Office.

Mr Tibor Navracsics in Budapest, Hungary: delivers a speech at the kick-off
meeting of the Erasmus+ supported project “European Union Physical Activity
and Sport Monitoring System”.

Ms Corina Creţu in Belgrade, Serbia: meets Ms Ana Brnabić, Prime Minister of
Serbia; and Ms Jadranka Joksimović, Minister for European Integration.

Ms Margrethe Vestager in Dublin, Ireland: receives the Gold Medal from the
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Historical Society of Trinity College Dublin; and participates in a Citizens’
Dialogue at the Trinity College.

Mr Carlos Moedas reçoit M. Pierre Gurdjian, Président du Conseil
d’Administration de l’Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB), et M. Yvon
Englert, recteur de l’ULB.

Ms Mariya Gabriel in Sofia, Bulgaria: delivers a speech on “Digital and
Organisational Transformation: The New Status Quo” at “The Economist World in
2018 Gala Dinner”.

 

Samedi 20 janvier 2018

Mr Karmenu Vella in Nijmegen, The Netherlands: delivers a speech at the 2018
European Green Capital handover and opening ceremony.

Mr Vytenis Andriukaitis and Mr Phil Hogan in Berlin, Germany: participate in
the 10th Berlin Agriculture Ministers’ conference “Agriculture and Water –
Key to Feeding the World”, hosted by the German Federal Ministry for Economic
Affairs and Energy.

Mr Tibor Navracsics in Valletta, Malta: participates in and delivers a speech
at the opening ceremony of the European Capital of Culture; meets
representatives of the National Youth Council of Malta; and representatives
of the European Democrat Students’ organisation.

 

Prévisons du mois de janvier:

22/01 – Foreign Affairs Council, in Brussels.

22/01 – Eurogroup, in Brussels.

23/01 – Economic and Financial Affairs Council, in Brussels.

25-26/01 – Informal meeting of justice and home affairs ministers, in Sofia,
Bulgaria.

29/01 – Agriculture and Fisheries Council, in Brussels.

31/01 – 02/02 – Informal meeting of competitiveness ministers, in Sofia,
Bulgaria.

 

Permanence DG COMM le WE du 13 au 14 janvier 2018:

Johannes BAHRKE: +32 460 75 86 15

Permanence RAPID – GSM: +32 (0) 498 982 748
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