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Antitrust: Commission confirms
unannounced inspection in kraft paper
sector

The European Commission can confirm that on 15 January 2018 its officials
carried out an unannounced inspection at the premises of a company operating
in the kraft paper sector.

The inspection took place in one Member State and is part of the same
investigation that led the Commission to carry out unannounced inspections in
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2016 and 2017 in the sector of kraft paper and industrial paper sacks. The
Commission has concerns that the inspected company may have violated Article
101 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, which prohibits
anticompetitive practices such as price fixing and customer allocation.

The Commission officials were accompanied by their counterparts from the
relevant national competition authority.

Unannounced inspections are a preliminary step in investigations into
suspected cartels. The fact that the Commission carries out such inspections
does not mean that the companies are guilty of anti-competitive behaviour;
nor does it prejudge the outcome of the investigation. The Commission
respects the rights of defence, in particular the right of companies to be
heard in antitrust proceedings.

There is no legal deadline to complete inquiries into anticompetitive
conduct. Their duration depends on a number of factors, including the
complexity of each case, the extent to which the undertakings concerned co-
operate and the exercise of the rights of defence.

New guidance on processing of
applications for regulated products

An administrative guidance published today sets out the principles that EFSA
follows when processing applications for regulated products. This is part of
EFSA’s continuous efforts to support applicants throughout the life-cycle of
their applications.

The guidance enhances the transparency of the procedure and ensures that a
coherent, sound, systematic and efficient process is carried out in
compliance with each piece of sectorial legislation. The document describes:

the general workflow of applications;
the key steps of the scientific risk assessment process;
the mechanism for suspending, restarting or extending an assessment, the
conclusion of the scientific risk assessment process and the publication
of the scientific output.  

The administrative guidance does not apply to pesticides processes nor to the
re-evaluation of food additives. EFSA regularly updates administrative
guidance to take account of amendments to legal acts, changes to guidance
documents, and experience gained in the handling and assessment of
applications. Applicants are therefore advised to consult the latest
published version of the document available on the EFSA website.

EFSA receives around 500 mandates on applications for regulated products
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every year. These are governed by more than 34 EU directives and regulations
and follow 39 workflows.
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