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Vice-President Seféovié at the launch
of the EU Energy Poverty Observatory

Speech by Vice-President Seféovié, in charge of Energy Union, at the launch
of the EU Energy Poverty Observatory, in Brussels.
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Thank you Dominik for your introduction.
President Buzek,

MEP Griffin,

Deputy Minister Stankov,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today is an important day. The launch of the Energy poverty Observatory marks
an important milestone in our struggle for a more just, solidary, and
inclusive Europe.

I often say that society is not measured only by its most successful; be them
researchers or entrepreneurs. Yes, we do want Europe to be at the forefront
of innovation, especially in the field of energy. But a society is also
measured by its ability to care for its weakest and most vulnerable. And that
is why all throughout our efforts to grow the economy, transform our
technologies, and smarten our systems — we must constantly stop, look back
and see if anyone was left behind.

Let us be honest. In 2018, energy poverty is a visible problem across the EU.
It has reached an unacceptable level — not only in the poorer countries of
the EU but also in the richer ones. This is a critical issue because it does
not stand alone; it creates social exclusion, health concerns, and hinders
the further integration of our countries. It is therefore a problem we cannot
afford to ignore.

Let me also stress that I don’t look at energy poverty only through the prism
of numbers in studies and reports. Given that this topic is very close to my
heart, I have visited cities which are afflicted by this problem in order to
see it with my own eyes.

One of the ways in which we will aggregate the definitions and best practices
is the Energy Poverty Observatory which we are launching today. The
Observatory will develop indicators measuring energy poverty across the EU.
This will provide, for the first time, a comprehensive overview of the
situation based on comparable data.

We live at a time when ‘alternative facts’ or ‘fake news’ are popular. But we
must make sure our policy making is based on sound and well researched facts
and data.

These data will therefore be useful for national and regional governments,
for cities, for civil society and even for entrepreneurs pitching their
solutions.

But it is very important for me that the observatory will not only provide
data and information. It must engage with Member States, national, regional
and local stakeholders. It must contribute its expertise and assistance to
encourage them to fight energy poverty.



Our current legislation already requires Member States to act on energy
poverty once it is identified. The problem is that two out of three Member
States do not define or measure energy poverty. This means that energy poor
households are not identified nor catered for. But looking the other way
won’t make this problem disappear.

Our new proposals (of the revised Electricity Directive and the Energy Union
Governance Regulation) therefore take the requirement a step further. For
example, it requires Member States to clearly define and measure energy
poverty; to monitor its levels and report on measures taken to prevent it
every two years.

O0f course we recognise that the context in which energy poverty occurs varies
greatly among our Member States. That is why we do not attempt to create a
universal definition of energy poverty. We rather opted for a description of
the term. This will allow us to continue working together, addressing energy
poverty across borders and learn from each other’s experience — based on a
common understanding that we all share.

At the same time, Member States will be the ones to define the criteria for
measurement, and cost-effective solutions. We leave flexibility and leeway
for each country to fine-tune it.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our responsibility as EU legislators must not stop at the level of
definitions. Nor should we be throwing the ball back to the Member States’
court. That is why we proposed EU legislation for directly tackling energy
poverty.

For example, as part of the general consumer protection policy, we propose
procedural safeguards against disconnections. With the new proposal,
consumers will be informed on alternatives to disconnection. They will
receive this critical information well ahead of the planned disconnection.
This seems obvious and we have excellent examples in many Member States how
this can work. But it is not obvious everywhere. Therefore, I would like all
Member States to have such safeqguards. Some Member States have shown that it
can be done; so others should be able to do it as well.

These are all ex-post solutions for those who are already in dire difficulty
to pay the bills. Equally important in treating the problem is preventing it
altogether. Energy efficiency is the best answer to energy poverty.

This notion is the backbone of a wide range of concrete measures we put in
place. We are committed to the ‘energy efficiency first’ principle as part of
our climate and energy targets. We even proposed to increase this target to a
binding level of 30%. But energy efficiency is not only about
decarbonisation, air quality, innovation, or jobs. It is also a remedy to
help those whose houses are not ready for winter, whose roof is leaking, and
windows let in the cold. By improving their physical living conditions we can
also help reduce their bills.



That is precisely why we propose to require Member States to target energy-
poor households and social housing in their energy efficiency measures
(revised Energy Efficiency Directive). The same applies to the long term
building renovation strategies (revised Energy Performance of Buildings
Directive).

Finally, we need to promote investment. The Smart Finance for Smart Buildings
Initiative of the Clean Energy for All package has identified several
measures to unblock the necessary investment into building renovations. Smart
financing solutions do exist but in sufficient number and they do not always
reach those in need.

That is why we are working with the European Investment Bank, the EBRD,
national promotional banks and with local retail banks on new solutions. It
is still not enough but we have some concrete examples from the UK, Ireland,
France or Poland where billions of Euros have been invested in building
renovations, especially in vulnerable communities.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The legislative measures and financial solutions are not hypothetical; they
touch the lives of real people. What we have proposed to the Parliament and
the Council could lift between half a million and 3 million households out of
poverty! We are well into our negotiations with the Council and the
Parliament on this precise topic. As expected, there are some intense
discussions in the Council and not every Member State seems convinced yet
that energy poverty is a topic for EU policies. But I am optimistic that we
will have constructive discussions which will in the end reflect the
importance of the issue.

I know that many in the Parliament share this view and want EU policies to
address energy poverty. I'm sure President Buzek and MEP Griffin will tell us
more about the political climate on this topic in the Parliament.

I'd like to conclude by saying that if there was ever a good time to make
your voices heard about addressing energy poverty — it is now. This is when
we are negotiating and finalising our legislation and try to build momentum
for more investment into energy efficiency. This is when your input can be
highly useful.

I would therefore like to thank you all organisations sitting here for your
engagement and input. Please continue helping us keeping energy poverty high
on the agenda until all the relevant legislation is adopted.

Thank you very much.
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The Council gives a mandate to the Commission to discuss Brexit transition period

The Council, meeting in EU27 format, adopted supplementing negotiating
directives for the Brexit negotiations, which detail the EU27 position
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regarding a transition period. These negotiating directives provide the
Commission, as the EU negotiator, with a mandate to start discussions with
the United Kingdom on this matter.

EU ministers have given a clear mandate to the Commission on what
is the type of transition period that we envisage: full EU acquis
to be applied in the UK and no participation in the EU institutions
and decision-making. The 27 adopted the text speedily today and we
hope an agreement on this with the UK can also be closed swiftly.

Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister Ekaterina Zaharieva

Duration of the transition period

The guidelines of the European Council (Article 50) of 15 December 2017
stated that transitional arrangements must be clearly defined and precisely
limited in time. The proposed end date for the transition period in the
negotiating directives is 31 December 2020.

Application of EU acquis

According to the EU position, during the transition period the whole of the
EU acquis will continue to apply to the UK as if it were a member state.
Changes to the acquis adopted by EU institutions, bodies, offices and
agencies during that period would also apply in the UK.

All existing EU regulatory, budgetary, supervisory, judiciary and enforcement
instruments and structures will also apply, including the competence of the
Court of Justice of the European Union.

Concerning the area of freedom, security and justice, where the UK has a
right to opt in and opt out of individual pieces of legislation, the current
rules will apply for acts adopted during the transition by which the UK is
bound before its withdrawal. However the UK will no longer be allowed to opt
into new measures in this area other than those amending, replacing or
building upon the ones he is bound before its withdrawal.

Trade policy and international deals

During the transition period, the UK will remain bound by the obligations
stemming from the agreements concluded by the EU, while it will no longer
participate in any bodies set up by those agreements.

As the UK will continue to participate in the customs union and the single
market (with all four freedoms) during the transition, it will have to
continue to comply with EU trade policy, to apply EU customs tariff and
collect EU customs duties and to ensure all EU checks are being performed on
the border. This also implies that during that period the UK will not become
bound by international agreements in its own capacity in fields of competence



of EU law, unless authorised to do so by the EU.

EU institutions and bodies

The UK, as already a third country, will no longer participate in the
institutions and the decision-making of the EU.

The UK will no longer attend meetings of Commission experts groups,
committees or other similar entities where member states are represented.
Exceptionally on a case-by-case basis, the UK could however be invited to
attend one of these meetings without voting rights.

Specific consultations will be foreseen with regard to the fixing of fishing
opportunities (total allowable catches) during the transition period, in full
respect of the EU acquis.
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