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Thank you, Emma (Marcegaglia), for your reflections, for your determination
and dedication, and of course, for inviting me to this 60th anniversary
event; and thank you for our excellent cooperation in the framework of the
Tripartite Summit, where the social partners will meet again this month. I
want to, first and foremost, wish BusinessEurope a very happy birthday.
Certainly from my own experience, I can tell you that this is when life
really gets going, at 60. With the European economy expanding strongly, I can
say with confidence that your best days are ahead.

I am here as your guest today, full of appreciation for your hard work. The
confederation of European business and industry has, since the days of the
Coal and Steel Community, been a consistently positive voice in Europe’s
story, always good at balancing ambition and moderation. First as CIFE, then
as UNICE, and now as BusinessEurope, a fraternity that stretches north and
south, east and west — from the Italian Confindustria, to the German BDI, to
the Confederation for British Industry and, of course, to the Polish
Lewiatan, which I know well. Your service to Europe truly deserves
acknowledgment and praise. And I extend it here without reservation.

But the main source of my respect for you is that — at the end of the day -
businesses, both large and small, hold the key to the success of the European
economy. You are on the front-lines of making Europe the workshop of a
changing world economy. Politicians do not create jobs, generate wealth or
adapt to technological revolutions; enterprises and employees do, working
hard each day in a global market place that does not tolerate complacency or
waste.
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To support your efforts, it is our job as politicians to provide the right
conditions, set the right incentives and maintain the independent
institutions that are needed to underpin a prosperous economy. Has the
European Union done a good job in this regard? I believe that we have, and
would even say that our track record of the last years is something we can
look at with satisfaction.

Let me just mention a few steps that we took. Three years ago, EU leaders
created the European Fund for Strategic Investments to kick-start investment
in Europe. We pushed forward an ambitious market opening agenda on trade,
such as the CETA agreement with Canada, while at the same time protecting
ourselves against unfair trade practices. We redoubled our efforts to fight
youth unemployment. We took further steps towards a more sophisticated and
complete internal market, progressing the capital markets union, the energy
union, and the digital agenda. And last but not least, we agreed on the
process that will decisively strengthen Economic and Monetary Union.

The economic statistics confirm that we are on the right track. The economy
is now growing at its fastest pace in a decade, with robust growth expected
to continue. And all EU countries share in this expansion: each and everyone
of them are showing positive growth numbers. Fortunately, these good growth
figures are also translating into a stronger labour market. Unemployment is
declining fast, and the total number of people employed is at a record high.

However, it would be foolish to let a little good news obscure the unfinished
business that we still have in economic policy. The effects of the past
crisis are still visible, especially when it comes to youth unemployment.
Leaders are due to have tough debates over the coming weeks that will
incorporate our strategies for the single market and common policies on tax,
trade, and research and innovation. My first priority is to complete our work
on EMU, to make our monetary union stronger and more resistant to future
economic shocks. Despite the current positive outlook, these will surely
come, sooner or later.

In December, leaders agreed that it makes sense to prioritise completing the
Banking Union and further developing the European Stability Mechanism.
Politically, we are not as far away from a consensus on these matters as some
imagine. Indeed, if not now, then when? And economically, this is the moment
to remove a key vulnerability of EMU: the fiscal link between sovereigns and
banks. A complete Banking Union and a more solid ESM will help break this
link. Accordingly, I have asked the Finance Ministers in the Council to speed
up their work on these topics, so that we are ready to take decisions on them
in June. In the meantime, leaders will have another broader discussion in
March on the long-term development of EMU, including on more ambitious
proposals in the fiscal and economic dimension.

Last week, leaders began discussions on modernising the EU budget to better
reflect our economic priorities, but also to take greater account of new
political imperatives like security, defence, and stemming illegal migration.
At our discussion last week, I was pleased to see that all the leaders
approached this question with open minds, rather than red lines, and agreed
that the EU will need to spend more on these new priorities, while not losing



sight of traditional areas like agriculture and cohesion policy. Even though
many leaders said that they are ready to contribute more to the post-2020 EU
budget, it is clear that this will be a very difficult debate. But it is one
which we must have anyway, if only because of the revenue gap of some €10
billion annually that will be caused by Brexit.

Brexit is indeed, as your programme puts it, the “one big question” that
hangs over everything. Yesterday, Michel Barnier published a draft Withdrawal
Agreement, which will be discussed by Member States in the coming days. But I
am absolutely sure that all the essential elements of the draft will be
accepted by all. I would like to underline here again that Mr Barnier has the
full support of both the EU institutions and the EU27.

"

Recently, London has definitively confirmed its red lines, including “no
customs union” and “no single market”. We acknowledge these red lines without
enthusiasm and without satisfaction. But we must treat them seriously. With
all their consequences. And one of the possible negative consequences of this
kind of Brexit is a hard border on the island of Ireland. The EU wants to
prevent this scenario. Hence, if no other solution is found, the proposal to
“establish a common regulatory area comprising the Union and the United
Kingdom in respect of Northern Ireland”. And, until now, no-one has come up
with anything wiser than that. In a few hours I will be asking in London
whether the UK government has a better idea, that would be as effective in
preventing a hard border between Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Everyone must be aware that the UK red lines will also determine the shape of
our future relationship. Next week I will present the draft guidelines in
this respect. Here I want to stress one thing clearly. There can be no
frictionless trade outside of the customs union and the Single Market.
Friction is an inevitable side effect of Brexit. By nature. Thank you
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Joint statement on the revision of the
Posting of Workers Directive

Joint statement by European Parliament Co-Rapporteurs Elisabeth Morin-
Chartier and Agnes Jongerius, Bulgarian Deputy Minister for Labour and Social
Policy Zornitsa Roussinova and Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs,
Skills and Labour Mobility Marianne Thyssen on the revision of the Posting of
Workers Directive:

After intensive negotiations this evening we, the negotiators on behalf of
the European Parliament, the Council and Commission, are satisfied to have
covered all issues during the 7th trilogue meeting. We reached a common
understanding on the contours of a possible agreement on the revision of the
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Posting of Workers Directive. We believe that the proposed package agreement
on the table is balanced. The possible agreement establishes the principle of
equal pay for equal work on the same place, whilst providing more legal
certainty for both workers and employers.

We will now present the results of our negotiations within our respective
institutions and will do our utmost to secure the mandates necessary for the
final conclusion.

We will hold a joint press point on 1 March 2018 at 10 AM in the Justus
Lipsius press room.

Thursday 8 March 2018: EU Mayors'
Conference on “Building Urban Defences
Against Terrorism” in Brussels

The news:

On 8 March, the European Commission and the European Committee of the Regions
are jointly organising the EU Mayors’ Conference on “Building Urban Defences
Against Terrorism: Lessons Learned From Recent Attacks”. The conference will
focus on lessons learned from recent terrorist attacks and the sharing of
best practices and useful solutions to enhance the protection of public
spaces, including the implementation of “security by design” solutions.
Participants will also discuss measures to enhance the prevention of
radicalisation at local level, public-private cooperation — building on the
recently established Operators Forum — as well as funding opportunities under
the different EU financial instruments.

The background:

Delivering on the EU Action Plan to support the protection of public spaces ,
presented by the Commission in October 2017, the conference will gather
mayors and representatives from a number of European cities, together with
national policy makers representatives from networks of cities and members of
the Committee of the Regions Commission for Citizenship, Governance,
Institutional and External Affairs (CIVEX). As a follow up to the Nice
Declaration of 29 September 2017, the conference will draw lessons from
recent attacks and identify good practices emerging in cities across Europe.

The event:

The conference is taking place at the European Committee of the Regions in
Brussels. Journalists are invited to attend the opening session from
9:00-9:45, including the opening speeches by Commissioner for Migration, Home
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Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris Avramopoulos, Commissioner for the Security
Union Julian King, Mr. Karl-Heinz Lambertz, President of the Committee of the
Regions and Mr Christian Estrosi, the Mayor of Nice. Closing remarks will be
delivered by Commissioner for Regional Policy Corina Cretu and Commissioner
Julian King at 16:45, and will also be open to journalists.

The agenda of the conference and registration details can be found here:
https://eumayorsconference.eu

The sources:

Registration for the EU Mayors’ Conference

EU Action Plan to support the protection of public spaces
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Explanatory note on the CSM Assessment
Body referred to in Regulation (EU)
N°402/2013 and in OTIF UTP GEN-G of
1.1.2014 on the Common Safety Method
(CSM) for risk assessment

Explanatory note on the CSM Assessment Body referred to in Regulation (EU)
N°402/2013 and in OTIF UTP GEN-G of 1.1.2014 on the Common Safety Method
(CSM) for risk assessment Reference: ERA-GUI-01-2014-SAF Publication Date :
28/02/2018 Published by: Safety Document Types: Guide Keywords: Common safety
method; independent safety
assessment;accreditation;recognition;cross-acceptance Description: This is an
explanatory note on the main requirements to be fulfilled by the assessment
body defined in Article 6 of the CSM for risk assessment. It does not contain
any legally binding requirements. Related documents:

OThe main objectives of this note are to describe the roles and
responsibilities of the assessment body and the way to acknowledge their
compliance with the requirements defined in the CSM. In particular, the note
is intended to help the Member States understanding the responsibilities set
on them in Article 13 of the CSM and deciding on whether they opt for the
accreditation or recognition of the assessment bodies or any combination of
these two options.

The note contains only explanatory information of potential help for
concerned users who directly or indirectly need to apply the CSM for risk
assessment. It may serve as a clarification tool however without dictating


https://eumayorsconference.eu/
https://www.eumayorsconference.eu/registration
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1512558036925&uri=CELEX:52017DC0612
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-security/20180124-progress-report-13-towards-effective-and-genuine-security-union.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-security/20180124-progress-report-13-towards-effective-and-genuine-security-union.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-security/20180124-progress-report-13-towards-effective-and-genuine-security-union.pdf
http://www.government-world.com/explanatory-note-on-the-csm-assessment-body-referred-to-in-regulation-eu-n402-2013-and-in-otif-utp-gen-g-of-1-1-2014-on-the-common-safety-method-csm-for-risk-assessment-2/
http://www.government-world.com/explanatory-note-on-the-csm-assessment-body-referred-to-in-regulation-eu-n402-2013-and-in-otif-utp-gen-g-of-1-1-2014-on-the-common-safety-method-csm-for-risk-assessment-2/
http://www.government-world.com/explanatory-note-on-the-csm-assessment-body-referred-to-in-regulation-eu-n402-2013-and-in-otif-utp-gen-g-of-1-1-2014-on-the-common-safety-method-csm-for-risk-assessment-2/
http://www.government-world.com/explanatory-note-on-the-csm-assessment-body-referred-to-in-regulation-eu-n402-2013-and-in-otif-utp-gen-g-of-1-1-2014-on-the-common-safety-method-csm-for-risk-assessment-2/
http://www.government-world.com/explanatory-note-on-the-csm-assessment-body-referred-to-in-regulation-eu-n402-2013-and-in-otif-utp-gen-g-of-1-1-2014-on-the-common-safety-method-csm-for-risk-assessment-2/

in any manner mandatory procedures to be followed and without establishing
any legally binding practice. The note provides explanations on the
provisions contained in the CSM for risk assessment. It should be helpful for
the understanding of the legal requirements described therein.

The note needs to be read and used together with the CSM for risk assessment
in order to facilitate its understanding and application. It does not replace
or otherwise amend the CSM.

Explanatory note on the assessment body referred to in the CSM for risk
assessment — EN
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