
New measures needed to protect port
workers opening fumigated containers
from harm

A new study by the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA)
has reviewed the risks to workers when opening fumigated shipping containers.
The study identifies significant gaps in preventive measures and makes
recommendations that should be implemented to improve the safety and health
of workers.

Each year, more than 600 million freight containers are shipped worldwide.
These containers are frequently treated with pesticides to prevent damage to
the goods. Agents used for this purpose have known toxic or irritant
properties and can have long-term effects on the cardiovascular and central
nervous systems, for instance phosphine (PH3), methyl bromide (MeBr) and
formaldehyde. Workers at ports who open these containers, for example during
customs inspections, can be exposed to these harmful agents. The report
indicates that this problem has been underestimated.

Despite the potential for exposure, standard safety and health measures and
documentation to protect the workers have been introduced in only a few
cases. The report aims to provide an overview of the current knowledge of the
situation and to recommend how to minimise these risks to workers’ safety and
health.

The report — produced in response to a need identified by the European
Commission’s Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee — describes a number of
problems including:

Fumigated containers are almost never labelled as fumigated.
Insufficient safety procedures when opening and unloading fumigated
containers.
Appropriate risk assessments not carried out.
Lack of a clear, standardised screening protocol to check for residual
fumigants.
Under-reporting of incidents of adverse health effects.

A number of changes to current practice could vastly improve the safety and
health of the workers in question. The report includes a number of preventive
actions, strategies and recommendations.

Do not open containers until a risk assessment concludes that it is safe
to do so. This could be based on shipping documents or approved
measurements of the container atmosphere, if necessary after ventilating
it.
Introduce adequate monitoring equipment and standardised screening
procedures for fumigated containers. The tools used for screening should
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detect MeBr and PH3 (and other fumigants if possible) with sufficient
sensitivity to accurately detect a level of at least 10 % of the
occupational exposure limit.
Enforce legislation regarding the labelling of fumigated containers. A
uniform approach across European ports is needed to avoid competition at
the expense of safety and health.
Identify containers that might pose a health risk to workers – clear,
standard labelling is needed (including the use of symbols where there
may be a language barrier).
Create and implement standard procedures for off-gassing (replacing the
air) and ventilating fumigated containers.
Distribute information packs offering guidance on personal protective
equipment and risk assessment; these should be easily understandable to
all workers who may be exposed to fumigated containers.

Links:

ESMA publishes the calculations for
the March DVC

Within five working days of the end of the month, the European Securities and
Markets Authority (ESMA) shall publish the trading volumes and calculations
regarding the double volume cap (DVC) under the Markets in Financial
Instruments Directive (MiFID II) and Regulation (MiFIR). 

ESMA today is publishing the calculations for March 2018. Tomorrow, ESMA
expects to complement this information with the indication of any ban
expected to be triggered plus the updates for January and February.

Letter of congratulations from
President Donald Tusk to Prime
Minister Viktor Orbán

Your request will be handled by the Press Office of the General Secretariat
of the Council in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EC) No
45/2001 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of
personal data by the Community institutions and bodies and on the free
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movement of such data.

Your data will be stored in the database until you unsubscribe from the
service.

Certain data (name, e-mail address, preferred language, media name, media
type) may be disclosed to the press offices of the European institutions, the
Permanent Representations of the Member States and to European Union
agencies, under the conditions laid down in Articles 7 and 8 of Regulation
45/2001.

If there is data which you would not like to be stored, please let us know
at: press.office@consilium.europa.eu

SIS II 2017 Statistics Published

The data presented in this report is a collection of data received from
Member States connected to SIS II together with data available from the
Central SIS II system. This yearly report provides statistics from 01 January
until 31 December 2017. Previous years’ collections of statistics and revised
versions are available on the eu-LISA website too.

Each year, pursuant to Article 50(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1987/2006 of the
European Parliament and of the Council and, in parallel, provision Article
66(3) of Council Decision 2007/533/JHA , the Management Authority (eu-LISA)
has to publish statistics on:

the number of records per category of alert,

the number of hits per category of alert,

how many times SIS II was accessed, in total and for each Member State.

These statistics and others can be found in the full report.

A factsheet provides a quick overview of the data too.
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