Negotiations begin on a mandatory
Transparency Register for the three EU
Institutions

At their first interinstitutional negotiation, European Parliament
negotiators Sylvie Guillaume and Danuta Hubner, together with Monika
Panayotova, Deputy Minister for the Bulgarian Presidency, and Commission
First Vice-President Frans Timmermans held an in-depth exchange of views on
making certain types of interactions with their respective institutions
conditional on registration by the interest representatives concerned in the
Transparency Register.

Application of meaningful conditionality would make it mandatory for interest
representatives to sign up to the Register and abide by its Code of Conduct
if they wish to seek to influence the EU institutions. This principle would
ensure for example that meetings and access to EU institutions’ premises are
subject to interest representatives fulfilling that condition.

Achieving a mandatory Register would represent the most significant
improvement to the Transparency Register since its launch in 2011. Applying
the principles of the Register to all three institutions would send a strong
message to European citizens about the high levels of accountability of
shared institutions ahead of the elections to the European Parliament in
spring 2019.

The three institutions agreed on the next steps for the negotiations,
including a commitment to ensure that the process is highly transparent.
Notably, they agreed to host information sessions for stakeholders on the
state of play, with a first session to possibly be held before the summer.
Details of the information session will be published on the Joint
Transparency Register Website in due course.

First Vice-President Timmermans said: “Citizens expect to know who 1is
influencing decision-makers in Brussels. We need a major step forward towards
more transparency on who lobbies the EU institutions. Tonight we had a useful
exchange of views, but there is still quite some way to go. We agreed to
continue our work.”

Background

The European Commission presented its proposal for a new interinstitutional
agreement on a mandatory Transparency Register for lobbyists covering the
European Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European
Commission on 28 September 2016. The proposal aims to strengthen the
framework for a transparent and ethical interaction between interest
representatives and the three institutions participating in the new scheme.
Since 2011, the Parliament and the Commission have jointly operated a public
register for interest representatives aiming to increase the transparency and
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accountability of the EU decision-making process. The Council has been an
observer to the current scheme since 2014.

On 15 June 2017, the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament,
bringing together the Parliament’s President and political group leaders,
approved the Parliament’s negotiating mandate and made it public.

The Council adopted its negotiating mandate on 6 December 2017 and also
decided to make it public.

Reitox Development Framework

For more than 20 years, the European information network on drugs and drug
addiction (Reitox), has been the cornerstone of the European drug monitoring
and reporting system, to which it contributes by collecting, analysing,
interpreting and disseminating data at national level, as well as by defining
the tools for monitoring. The EMCDDA 2025 strategy, endorsed in 2016, aims at
contributing to a healthier and more secure Europe. In this context, Reitox
is currently defining the new strategic goals for the network as a whole and
how these will be operationalised and achieved.

Outermost regions are a land of
opportunities for the European Union

Unanimous support to the outermost regions in their call to keep a strong
cohesion policy after 2020 at COTER’s seminar in Tenerife

The Commission for Territorial Cohesion Policy and EU Budget (COTER) of the
European Committee of the Regions met in Tenerife to discuss the challenges
and opportunities for the economic, social and territorial development of the
EU’'s outermost regions. The message is clear: the potential of the outermost
regions is still untapped and more investments are needed to convert overseas
territories into innovation hubs that foster growth and jobs while they
reinforce EU’s strategic position globally. The COTER seminar has been hosted
by the president of the Canary Islands Fernando Clavijo (ES/ALDE) as a follow
up to the adoption of the CoR opinion Towards full implementation of the
renewed European Strateqgy for the Outermost Regions last January for which he
was the rapporteur.

‘The outermost regions are a land of opportunities for the European Union’,
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said president Fernando Clavijo in his opening speech in Tenerife. ‘It is
essential that we keep a strong cohesion policy after 2020 to overcome the
remoteness and territorial isolation of our communities and to give our
citizens the same opportunities in education, employment and prosperity as
other European citizens’, added president Clavijo. In relation to the EU’s
renewed strategy, president Clavijo, who currently holds the Presidency of
the Conference of Presidents of the Outermost Regions, reiterated his
commitment to ‘follow its implementation closely to ensure it matches the
needs and expectations of the outermost regions’.

Petr Osvald (CZ/PES), president of the COTER commission and Member of the
Plzenn City Council declared: ‘Cohesion policy has been and should remain the
most powerful tool of the European Union to invest in our regions and bring
prosperity for all citizens. We need a strong cohesion policy in the next EU
budget, in order to provide outermost regions with the necessary means to
bridge the inequality gap and maximise their growth potential. In this
respect, I am proud that more than 4000 elected representatives, institutions
and associations have already given their support to the Cohesion Alliance’.

Rodolphe Alexandre, president of the French territory of Guiana stressed:

‘Cohesion policy is a vital tool for the development of Guiana and for the
rest of the EU’s outermost regions. It is the main investment tool in the

outermost regions and has greatly contributed to create growth and jobs in
our territories. Maintaining and reinforcing cohesion policy after 2020 is
our absolute priority’.

Spanish Deputy Prime Minister Soraya Saenz de Santamaria addressed the COTER
members in the closing session underlining that ‘The Spanish government is
committed to defend a strong cohesion policy as a key element in the future
of the European Union’.

Representatives discussed the best ways to put the EU’s renewed strategy for
the outermost regions into practice. The COTER seminar included a first
session focusing on the implementation modalities to boost sustainable
development and social inclusion and reduce territorial disparities with EU
mainland territories. The importance of connectivity and transport
infrastructures as a tool for territorial cohesion was the focus of the
second session. The potential for the outermost regions to become test
stations for innovative projects was the main topic of the third session.

The EU’s outermost regions are governed by the article 349 of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the European Union which foresees specific measures to be
undertaken in favour of the outermost regions due to remoteness, insularity,
difficult topography and climate or economic dependence which severely
restrain their development.

Additional information:

Last 31 January 2018, the European Committee of the Regions unanimously
adopted the CoR opinion, rapporteur Fernando Clavijo (ES/ALDE), president of
the Canary Islands, entitled ” Towards full implementation of the renewed
European Strategy for the Outermost Regions .”
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The outermost regions comprise six French overseas communities (French
Guyana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte, Réunion and Saint Martin), two
autonomous Portuguese regions (the Azores and Madeira) and the Spanish
autonomous region of the Canary Islands.

Outermost Regions Facts and figures, 24 October 2017, European Commission .

Between November 2017 and the end of 2018, the Canary Islands is holding the
chair of the Conference of Presidents of the Outermost Regions (CPOR).

Communication from the Commission, 17 October 2017: A stronger and renewed
strategic partnership with the EU’s outermost regions .

European Commission, 24 October 2017: The Outermost Regions: European lands
In the world — A privileged, renewed and strengthened partnership .

European Parliament, 19 January 2018: Outermost regions of the EU: A stronger
and renewed partnership .

The Cohesion Alliance

The Alliance was born on October 9, 2017 to support the continuity of the
cohesion policy, which has more than 630,000 million euros for the period
2014-2020. This policy could be one of the items of the budget that is most
affected by the hole left by the departure of the United Kingdom from the
Union in March 2019 in the community accounts. Cohesion policy is an EU
investment instrument to smooth imbalances between the different regions of
the continent.
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