
A renewed agenda for Research and
Innovation: Europe’s chance to shape
the future

Investing in research and innovation is investing in Europe’s future. It
helps us to compete globally and preserve our unique social model. It
improves the daily lives of millions of people here in Europe and around the
world, helping to solve some of our biggest societal and generational
challenges. The Renewed European Agenda for Research and Innovation presents
a set of concrete actions to deepen Europe’s innovation capability and
provide lasting prosperity.

Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen, responsible for Jobs, Growth,
Investment and Competitiveness, said: “Europe has world-class research and a
strong industrial base. But we must do better – much better – at turning that
excellence into success. New megatrends, such as artificial intelligence and
the circular economy, are going to bring profound changes to society and the
economy. We need to act fast to be able to lead the new wave of innovation
and set the standard for global competition.”

Carlos Moedas, Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation, added:
“With growing international competition, Europe needs to act urgently on
research and innovation. The proposed €100 billion for the next EU research
and innovation programme would be a huge boost. But Europe also needs to
reform the support for breakthrough innovation through a new European
Innovation Council, and reconnect with citizens through a mission driven
approach to research and innovation. We need to future-proof regulations and
attract more private investment, in particular in venture capital.”

It is time to take our ambition to the next level. We must act now to help
Europe become the global innovation powerhouse that it has the potential to
be. The Commission welcomes the President of the European Council’s decision
to schedule a debate among Leaders on Research and Innovation, and invites
them to discuss and give strategic orientation to its suggested actions,
including by:

Ensuring that regulation and financing are innovation-friendly: Proposed
measures include giving priority to the transposition of the Directive
on preventing restructuring frameworks, second chances and measures to
increase the efficiency of restructuring, insolvency and discharge
procedures; Increasing the procurement of innovative products and
services by public authorities by applying the guidelines published by
the Commission today; Swiftly adopting the next EU 2021-2027 budget with
the proposed allocation of €100 billion to Horizon Europe and the
Euratom research and training programme, as well as other major funding
programmes that will provide a significant stimulus to innovation;
Rolling out the VentureEU initiative to boost private investment and
venture capital; Further simplifying EU State aid rules to facilitate
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public funding of innovative projects including blending of EU and
national funds.
Becoming a frontrunner in market-creating innovation: The Commission
proposes to establish a full-scale European Innovation Council to offer
a one-stop shop for high potential and breakthrough technologies, as
well as for innovative companies with potential for scaling up. The
European Innovation Council will build on the €2.7 billion pilot phase
for the period 2018-2020, with the objective to help identify and scale
up fast-moving, high-risk innovations with strong potential to create
entirely new markets.
Launching EU-wide research and innovation missions with bold, ambitious
goals and strong European added value in areas to be defined with Member
States, stakeholders and citizens. These could range from the fight
against cancer, to clean transport or plastic-free oceans. The missions
will encourage investment and participation across sectors and
scientific disciplines to jointly crack a challenge. They should create
synergies with research and innovation strategies at Member State,
regional and local level.

Background

With only 7% of the world’s population, Europe accounts for 20% of global R&D
investment, produces one third of all high-quality scientific publications,
and holds a world leading position in industrial sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, mechanical engineering and fashion.

Europe is relatively strong in adding or sustaining value for existing
products, services and processes, known as incremental innovation. We have
seen this in sectors as varied as space, aeronautics, pharmaceuticals,
electronics, renewable energy, bio-based industries and advanced
manufacturing. We have also taken strides forward in supporting innovation
through Key Enabling Technologies, such as robotics, photonics, and
biotechnology. These technologies can be used and applied across many
industries and are crucial for addressing key societal challenges

But Europe is also lagging behind in many areas. EU companies spend less on
innovation than their competitors (1.3% of GDP compared to 1.6% in China, 2%
in the United States, 2.6% in Japan, or 3.3% in South Korea). Venture capital
remains underdeveloped in Europe. In 2016, venture capitalists invested about
€6.5 billion in the EU compared to €39.4 billion in the US, and VC funds in
Europe are too small – €56 million on average compared to €156 million in the
US. As a result, these companies move to ecosystems where they have better
chances to grow fast. The EU is home to only 26 “Unicorn start-ups” (start-
ups valued at over $1 billion) compared to 109 in the US and 59 in China.
Public investment across the EU falls short of 3% GDP target, and R&D
intensity is still uneven among EU regions, with investment and research
heavily concentrated in Western Europe. And 40% of the workforce in Europe
lacks the necessary digital skills.

Technology-driven innovation, digitisation and global megatrends such as
artificial intelligence and the circular economy offer huge opportunities but
also create new challenges. Global competition is intensifying and threatens



Europe’s leading competitive position in key industrial sectors. Europe needs
to deepen its innovation capability to maintain and improve the European way
of life.

For More Information

Communication: A renewed European agenda for Research and Innovation:
Europe’s chance to shape the future

Factsheet: A renewed agenda for Research and Innovation: the Commission’s
contribution to the Leaders’ Agenda

Factsheet: EU research and innovation success stories

EU Leaders’ meeting in Sofia:
Completing a trusted Digital Single
Market for the benefit of all

The Communication presented today is the Commission’s contribution to the
informal discussions that EU leaders will hold in Sofia tomorrow.

The Commission believes that it is in the shared interest of all Member
States to manage the digital transformation by following the European
approach, which links investment in digital innovation with strong data
protection rules. This will allow the EU to effectively deal with the
challenges of an increasingly data-based global economy.

Vice-President Andrus Ansip, responsible for the Digital Single Market, said:
“Data is at the heart of our economy and society. It needs to flow freely, to
be safe and secure. The European Commission has put forward all the proposals
for a Digital Single Market; it is now EU leaders who have the keys to unlock
digital opportunities. This new regulatory environment should go hand in hand
with major investments in areas such as cybersecurity, 5G, artificial
intelligence and high-performance computing.”

Věra Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality, added:
“The recent Facebook Cambridge Analytica revelations confirm once more that
the EU made the right choice to put in place strong data protection rules.
Data harvesting with the aim of manipulating public opinion is unacceptable.
We are proud to be setting the new global standard for the protection of
personal data. This is fundamental for consumer trust in an increasingly
digital economy and society.”

Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society, said: “Having
the right regulatory framework in place is crucial to create trust and
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develop businesses online. Together with the General Data Protection
Regulation, the ePrivacy Regulation will secure our citizens’ electronic
communications. In Sofia, EU leaders will have a unique occasion to give
decisive incentives on the remaining key digital proposals still in
negotiations.”

Three years after adopting the Digital Single Market Strategy, the Digital
Single Market has progressed, with 12 legislative proposals agreed by the
European Parliament and Council out of the 29 tabled by the Commission since
May 2015. Major new laws on data protection, cybersecurity, and the end of
mobile roaming charges are either already in place or will be in a matter of
days or weeks. Member States must now ensure these agreed rules work in
practice.

Strengthening the protection of personal data in the EU

General Data Protection Regulation: Two-thirds of Europeans say that they are
worried about having no control over the information they provide online,
while half are concerned about falling victim to fraud. The recent
Facebook/Cambridge Analytica scandal has raised awareness that data could be
misused if not properly protected.

Through the General Data Protection Regulation citizens will be able to
benefit from stronger protection of personal data through:

better control over how personal data is handled by companies and public
administrations alike, including the need for users’ clear consent for
processing their personal data;
more clarity about the privacy policies of companies;
swift notification of harmful data breaches without delay.

Next steps: The Commission is inviting EU leaders to ensure that national
authorities urgently put in place all the remaining steps necessary to
prepare for the application of the new rules in all Members States.

ePrivacy Regulation: Alongside the General Data Protection Regulation, the
ePrivacy Regulation proposed in January 2017, currently under negotiation in
the European Parliament and the Council, is essential so that the
confidentiality of Europeans’ online communication is not breached. The new
rules will apply both to traditional telecoms operators and online services,
such as emails, instant messaging or online voice services. This means that
without users’ consent, no service provider would be able access the devices
they use.

Next steps: The Commission is urging the Council to swiftly agree on its
negotiation position on the ePrivacy Regulation, so that negotiations with
the European Parliament can start by June 2018, with a view to the adoption
by the end of 2018.

Necessary steps to complete a functional Digital Single Market

Since the launch of the Digital Single Market strategy in May 2015, the
Commission has delivered proposals for all 29 initiatives identified as
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essential for a functional Digital Single Market. The benefits are already
being enjoyed by citizens, for instance through a four-fold increase in data
use when travelling to other Member States thanks to the abolition of roaming
charges. Altogether the Digital Single Market could contribute €415 billion
per year to our economy and create hundreds of thousands of new jobs.

In particular, the Commission is inviting EU leaders to discuss and give
their strategic orientation with a view to:

Mobilising the necessary public and private investments to deploy
artificial intelligence, 5G connectivity networks, high-performance
computing.
Ensuring that the Regulation on free flow of non-personal data, designed
to further develop the European data economy, is agreed by co-
legislators by June 2018.
Similarly, the Electronic Communications Code, aiming at boosting
investment in high-speed and high-quality networks across the EU, should
also be finalised by June 2018.
Helping Member States equip Europeans with the digital skills they will
need in today’s and tomorrow’s digital economy and society.

More generally, all other pending Digital Single Market proposals should be
agreed by the end of 2018, in line with the call of the European Council of
October 2017. These include, for instance, the modernisation of EU copyright
rules to protect creators online better and facilitate the access to European
works across borders.

Background

The EU has already put an end to mobile roaming charges in the EU and allowed
Europeans to travel across the EU with their online subscriptions for films,
TV series, video games, music, sport programmes or ebooks.

Since 9 May 2018, Member States have to apply the first EU-wide legislation
on cybersecurity – the Directive on Security of Network and Information
Systems (NIS Directive) – which will be completed by a wide-ranging set of
measures for stronger cybersecurity in the EU. This includes a proposal for
an EU Cybersecurity Agency to assist Member States in dealing with cyber-
attacks, as well as a new European certification scheme that will ensure
that products and services in the digital world are safe to use. As of
December 2018, thanks to new rules against unjustified geoblocking, consumers
will no longer face barriers when buying products or services online within
the EU. For businesses, this means more legal certainty to operate cross-
border.

In April 2018, the Commission delivered all the remaining Digital Single
Market actions and notably presented a European approach for the future of
artificial intelligence, measures to tackle disinformation online, including
an EU-wide Code of Practice on disinformation, as well as conditions for
fairness and transparency in the online platforms economy designed to lead to
an innovation-friendly environment for EU businesses.
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In parallel, the General Data Protection Regulation was adopted in December
2015 with a two-year transition period to allow Member States and their
authorities to be fully ready when it enters into application on 25 May 2018.
In January 2018, the Commission also published guidelines to facilitate the
application of the new data protection rules across the EU.

For More Information

Factsheet: Digital Single Market for all Europeans
Factsheet: Timeline – Digital Single Market, European Commission actions
since 2015
Factsheet: Stronger privacy rules for electronic communications
Communication on Completing a trusted Digital Single Market for all

March 2018 compared with February 2018
– Industrial production up by 0.5% in
euro area – Up by 0.4% in EU28

In March 2018 compared with February 2018, seasonally adjusted industrial
production rose by 0.5% in the euro area (EA19) and by 0.4% in the EU28,
according to estimates from Eurostat, the statistical office of the European
Union. In February 2018, industrial production fell by 0.9% in the euro area
and by 0.7% in the EU28.

Full text available on EUROSTAT website

Flash estimate for the first quarter
of 2018 -GDP up by 0.4% in both euro
area and EU28 – +2.5% and +2.4%
respectively compared with the first
quarter of 2017

Seasonally adjusted GDP rose by 0.4% in both the euro area (EA19) and the
EU28 during the first quarter of 2018, compared with the previous quarter,
according to a flash estimate published by Eurostat, the statistical office
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of the European Union. In the fourth quarter of 2017, GDP had grown by 0.7%
in the euro area and by 0.6% in the EU28.

Full text available on EUROSTAT website

Déclaration conjointe à la presse à
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Conseil d'association UE – Tunisie
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La quatorzième session du Conseil d’Association entre l’Union européenne et
la Tunisie s’est tenue à Bruxelles le 15 mai 2018. Elle a été co-présidée par
Madame Federica MOGHERINI, Haute représentante de l’Union européenne pour les
affaires étrangères et la politique de sécurité et Vice-présidente de la
Commission et par Monsieur  Khémaies Jhinaoui, Ministre des Affaires
Etrangères de la République tunisienne. M. Johannes Hahn, Commissaire
européen chargé de la Politique européenne de voisinage et des négociations
d’élargissement, a aussi pris part aux travaux de cette session.

A cette occasion, nous nous félicitons de la visite en Tunisie de Monsieur
Jean-Claude Juncker, Président de la Commission européenne, prévue les 23 et
24 juillet 2018, en réponse à l’invitation qui lui a été adressée par
Monsieur le Président de la République tunisienne.

Cette session nous a permis de faire le point sur nos objectifs communs et de
saluer les nombreuses avancées depuis la session précédente du 11 mai 2017.
Notre coopération s’est notamment intensifiée autour de questions
essentielles comme l’employabilité des jeunes et les réformes, la
consolidation démocratique et la promotion de la bonne gouvernance – avec le
rôle toujours essentiel de la société civile, la réponse aux défis
sécuritaires communs et la gestion concertée de la migration. Nous nous
sommes engagés aujourd’hui à fixer des objectifs encore plus ambitieux pour
le futur.

Les priorités stratégiques 2018 – 2020 sur lesquelles nous nous sommes mis
d’accord reflètent notre détermination à consolider notre partenariat en
visant des résultats concrets et visibles au profit des citoyens. Les
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priorités cibleront le développement socio-économique inclusif et durable ;
la démocratie, la bonne gouvernance et les droits de l’Homme, le
rapprochement entre les peuples, la mobilité et la migration; ainsi que la
sécurité et la lutte contre le terrorisme.

Les deux parties ambitionnent d’approfondir davantage leur rapprochement au-
delà de 2020 et ont convenu de poursuivre leur réflexion sur la vision future
pour le partenariat d’ici la prochaine session du Conseil d’Association en
2019.

Les deux parties ont convenu de la mise en place d’un mécanisme d’alerte
précoce de manière à rendre plus efficace leur coopération et à améliorer
leurs méthodes de travail.  Au vu des résultats positifs réalisés dans de
nombreux domaines, nous allons encore renforcer l’impact et la visibilité de
nos efforts conjoints.

L’annonce par l’Union européenne d’une enveloppe supplémentaire sous forme de
dons pour 2018 qui atteindra, encore une fois, la somme maximale possible de
300 millions d‘euros illustre l’importance accordée par l’UE au partenariat
privilégié.

L’élargissement des perspectives d’avenir pour la jeunesse constituera une
composante majeure de nos efforts. En plus du programme de 25 millions
d’euros qui permettra la création de 1000 startups tunisiennes, notamment au
profit des jeunes, l’UE financera un nouveau programme dédié à la jeunesse
axé sur l’emploi, l’employabilité et les initiatives innovantes des jeunes
tunisiens pour la relance socio-économique du pays.  

L’UE se félicite de la réussite  des élections municipales tenues en Tunisie
le 6 mai 2018 et s’engage à soutenir la Tunisie dans le parachèvement de la
mise en place de la démocratie dans sa dimension locale et du processus de
décentralisation en tant que vecteur important de développement régional. Au-
delà des programmes en cours, nous œuvrerons au renforcement des capacités
des municipalités nouvellement créées et au développement régional. Une
enveloppe additionnelle sera allouée à ce volet de coopération.

Nous nous félicitons des programmes d’appui annoncés au profit des régions
défavorisées, au développement du tourisme avec de plus fortes retombées
économiques locales. Aux secteurs prioritaires comme l’agriculture et le
tourisme s’ajoutera un soutien à la modernisation de l’économie, avec un
accent particulier sur l’innovation, l’économie numérique, les énergies
renouvelables, la recherche et la spécialisation intelligente qui fera
l’objet d’un accord spécifique à conclure prochainement.

La feuille de route qui a récemment été adoptée par le Conseil des Ministres
tunisiens, et présentée à l’UE lors de la visite du Chef du Gouvernement
Youssef Chahed à Bruxelles, reprend les mesures les plus urgentes
(législatives, stratégiques et opérationnelles) nécessaires à la relance
socio-économique du pays et servira comme outil opérationnel pour assurer
leur mise en œuvre rapide, y compris les mesures d’appui financées par l’UE.

Monsieur Johannes Hahn, Commissaire européen pour le voisinage et les



négociations d’élargissement, conduira une mission en Tunisie avec les
institutions financières courant 2018 pour discuter des réformes en cours et
de l’appui nécessaire pour accompagner ces réformes.

L’accord de libre-échange complet et approfondi (ALECA) contribuera de
manière structurelle à l’ancrage de la Tunisie à l’espace européen et à la
modernisation de l’économie tunisienne, et nous nous félicitons de notre
décision commune de fixer un agenda de négociations ambitieux sur l’ensemble
des chapitres en vue de conclure les négociations dans les meilleurs délais.

Eu égard aux opportunités et défis posés par la migration, nous avons réitéré
notre engagement à avancer dans les négociations sur la facilitation des
visas et l’accord sur la réadmission afin de les conclure dans les meilleurs
délais. Les synergies possibles entre ALECA et la facilitation des visas ont
été discutées.

Nous avons convenu de continuer notre coopération dans le domaine de la
sécurité et de lutte contre le terrorisme, tout en promouvant le plein
respect de l’Etat de droit, des droits de l’Homme et des libertés
fondamentales. Nous avons à cet effet noté avec satisfaction la reprise de
l’activité économique dans le domaine touristique grâce aux efforts constants
de la partie tunisienne à améliorer la situation sécuritaire. Nous comptons
sur les mesures annoncées pour avancer dans la mise en œuvre du programme-
phare sur la réforme du secteur de la sécurité.

Nous poursuivrons nos efforts conjoints afin de soutenir les réformes
tunisiennes pour répondre aux normes internationales et européennes en
matière de gouvernance fiscale et de lutte contre le blanchiment d’argent et
le financement du terrorisme.

Notre objectif commun est que la Tunisie remplisse rapidement ses engagements
au titre du plan d’action agréé avec le Groupe d’action financière (GAFI), et
sorte de la liste du GAFI, ainsi que de la liste de l’Union européenne, aussi
vite que possible.

Le lancement d’un programme de coopération et d’échange diplomatique entre le
Service européen pour l’Action Extérieure et le Ministère tunisien des
Affaires Étrangères permettra un partage d’expertises et une meilleure
connaissance des méthodes de travail respectives. A cet égard, nous nous
sommes félicités de la signature de l’accord administratif relatif aux stages
de diplomates.

La coopération dans le domaine de la valorisation notamment économique du
patrimoine culturel tunisien et la diplomatie culturelle est une autre action
inédite illustrant la place de la culture dans le partenariat Tunisie – UE,
en vue de la mise en place à terme d’une stratégie nationale de diplomatie
culturelle en Tunisie.

Par ailleurs, nous avons souligné l’importance que nous accordons à la
dimension parlementaire de notre partenariat privilégié.

Nous avons continué nos échanges sur les questions régionales d’intérêt



commun, notamment la situation en Libye, en Syrie, au Moyen-Orient ainsi
qu’au Sahel.

Le Ministre tunisien des Affaires Etrangères a réitéré les remerciements de
la Tunisie pour l’appui qu’apporte l’UE à la transition démocratique ainsi
que pour son soutien à la réussite des réformes économiques. La Haute
Représentante a renouvelé  l’engagement de l’UE à poursuivre et à renforcer
son appui à la Tunisie.

Download as pdf
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