
Press release – Carbon levy on EU
imports needed to raise global climate
ambition

On Friday, the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
adopted a resolution on a WTO-compatible EU carbon border adjustment
mechanism (CBAM) with 58 votes for, 8 against and 10 abstentions.

The resolution underlines that the EU’s increased ambition on climate change
must not lead to ‘carbon leakage’ as global climate efforts will not benefit
if EU production is just moved to non-EU countries that have less ambitious
emissions rules.

MEPs therefore support the introduction of a WTO-compatible CBAM to place a
carbon price on imports of certain goods from outside the EU, if these
countries are not ambitious enough about climate change. This would create an
incentive for EU and non-EU trade industries to decarbonize in line with the
Paris Agreement objectives.

MEPs underline that it should be designed with the sole aim of pursuing
climate objectives and a global level playing field, and not be misused as a
tool to enhance protectionism.

CBAM must be linked to a reformed EU Emissions Trading System (ETS)

The CBAM should be part of a broader EU industrial strategy and cover all
imports of products and commodities under the EU ETS. MEPs add that by 2023,
and following an impact assessment, it should cover the power sector and
energy-intensive industrial sectors like cement, steel, aluminium, oil
refinery, paper, glass, chemicals and fertilisers, which continue to receive
substantial free allocations, and still represent 94 % of EU industrial
emissions.
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To prevent carbon leakage, carbon pricing under the CBAM should be linked to
the price of EU allowances under the EU ETS, they add.

Quote

After the vote, Parliament rapporteur Yannick Jadot (Greens, FR) said:

“The CBAM is a great opportunity to reconcile climate, industry, employment,
resilience, sovereignty and relocation issues. It is a major political and
democratic test for the EU, which must stop being naïve and impose the same
carbon price on products, whether they are produced in or outside the EU, to
ensure the most polluting sectors also take part in fighting climate change
and innovate towards zero carbon. This will give us the best chance of
remaining below the 1.5°C warming limit, whilst also pushing our trading
partners to be equally ambitious in order to enter the EU market. Parliament
is leading the way and we expect the same level of ambition from the
Commission and member states.”

Next steps

Plenary is set to vote on the resolution in its session 8-11 March 2021. The
Commission is expected to present a proposal in the second quarter of 2021.

Background

While the EU has already substantially reduced its domestic greenhouse gas
emissions (GHG), those from imports have been rising, thereby undermining the
EU’s efforts to reduce its global GHG footprint.

Parliament has played an important role in pushing for more ambitious EU
climate legislation and declared a climate emergency on 28 November 2019.

EIB Group increases investment in
Slovenia to €254 million despite
COVID-19 crisis

The European Investment Bank, a part of the EIB Group, increases
investment in the Slovenian economy by 20% to €221 million; total EIB
investments in the country reach €7.21 billion
The European Investment Fund’s €33 million is the second-highest
investment volume in Slovenia in the last five years
Increase of EIB Advisory Services’ activities; to date, JASPERS alone
has attracted €3.4 billion into Slovenia’s economy
EFSI is expected to mobilise close to a billion euros in investment in
the Slovenian economy.
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The European Investment Bank Group provided €254 million in Slovenia during
2020 in loans, equity and guarantees in Slovenia, an increase at the Group
level of €4 million compared to the previous year. The two parts of the EIB
Group, the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the European Investment Fund
(EIF), invested €221 million and €33 million respectively.

The EIB Advisory Services continued to help public and private promoters in
Slovenia develop projects in a wide range of areas such as sustainable urban
mobility, agriculture and agrifood, climate action, and energy efficiency.
EIB also provided financial advisory support to innovative companies in
Slovenia to find the best funding options for their R&D programmes and
tangible investments.

EIB Vice-President Lilyana Pavlova, who is in charge of operations in
Slovenia, said: “In 2020, EIB Group investments in Slovenia focused mostly on
the economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as reinforcing
long-term economic sustainability of Slovenia. Our investments helped make
Slovenia more resilient and improved the quality of life and doing business
in the country. We are also proud to have contributed to further
modernisation of key infrastructure in the country. In 2021, the Bank will
focus on COVID-19 recovery, climate action and sustainable, circular economy.
I look forward to working with our Slovenian partners to unlock multi-billion
investment opportunities stemming from these initiatives.”

Andrej Sircelj, Minister of Finance in the Government of the Republic of
Slovenia, said: “Due to the adopted anti-corona measures, we ensured a
relatively small decline in employment and maintained the existence of many
companies in the market. With this, we established a good basis for our exit
strategy to achieve a rapid restart of the economy. In addition to the
recovery, the exit strategy will provide an additional impetus for the
economy to reach a higher level of competitiveness. This will reflect in
higher growth, development and, consequently, also the well-being of our
people.”

EIB increases investment in Slovenia by 20%, the highest investment volume in
five years

EIB lending in Slovenia grew for the third year in a row and reached the
highest investment volume in five years. The EU bank recorded a 20% increase
of its activities volume in Slovenia year-on-year, supporting projects in
telecommunications, energy and transport.

Lending to (i) Telekom Slovenije’s high-speed internet network expansion
(€100 million), (ii) DARS’s Karavanke tunnel upgrade (€90 million), and (iii)
Elektro Maribor’s energy distribution (€31 million) increased total EIB
investments in the country to €7.21 billion (since 1977).

Over the past ten years alone, the EIB has invested €3.73 billion in Slovenia
– 32% of the total investment volume between 2010 and 2020 went to credit
lines for local small and medium-sized companies, 25% to the Slovenian energy
sector, and 13% to the transport and composite infrastructure sectors,
respectively.



Other sectors of the Slovenian economy have also benefited from EIB
investments, including urban development (4%), telecommunications and water
and sewerage (3% each), and industry, education and services (2% each).

EIF’s second-highest investment volume in five years for innovation and
competitiveness of local SMEs

The European Investment Fund contributed to the local economy to the tune of
€33 million. The Fund invested €3 million through equity operations and €30
million in guarantees, making 2020 the second most successful year for the
EIF in Slovenia in the last five years.

Since 2016, the EIF has invested close to €100 million in equity (€53
million), guarantees (€40.1 million) and inclusive finance (EUR 6.5million).
EIF activities in 2020 reinforced and supported innovation and
competitiveness of Slovenian small- and medium-enterprises.

European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) attracts close to a billion
euros into the Slovenian economy

Over the past six years, the EFSI (a joint initiative of the European
Commission and the EIB launched to overcome investment gaps in the EU) made a
meaningful impact in Slovenia. The EFSI has supported more than 2 500 SMEs in
Slovenia, sustaining approximately 36 000 jobs and mobilising €996 million in
investments in the Slovenian economy, according to the EIB methodology.

EIB Advisory Services help Slovenia attract more than €3.4 billion in
investment, €1.14 billion in EU grants

The Advisory Services of the European Investment Bank continued to support
Slovenia’s project development and attract EU funding and grants. Since 2006,
Joint Assistance to Support Projects in European Regions (JASPERS) Advisory
Service alone supported preparation of investment pojects worth €3.4 billion
of which €1.14 billion was paid out in EU grants.

In 2020, EIB Advisory Services engaged with the country in social outcomes
contracting, an innovative form of procuring social services based on
outcomes rather than outputs. Support was provided for the assessment of
financing gaps for the agriculture and agrifood sectors in Slovenia. This
activity will strengthen the Slovenian EAFRD managing authority’s planning
and programming and increase the use of financial instruments in the EU’s
Common Agriculture Policy Strategic Plan for the 2021-2027 period.

The EIB also provided a technical assistance grant of up to €2.4 million for
the preparation of investments to improve urban transport in Slovenia through
sustainable urban mobility schemes.

Investing in preparedness, planning and increased resilience of Slovenia

EIB Advisory Services also committed to helping Slovenia mitigate the
negative effects of climate change, including via preparation of a project
pipeline for flood risk management and drafting of a national strategy and
guidance for climate proofing.



Support for the recovery of Slovenia’s economy from COVID-19

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and its effects on the economy, the EIB
Group is working with local banks on repurposing and extending existing SME
and mid-cap loans to support companies hardest hit during the pandemic.

In partnership with Slovenian financial institutions, new operations are
being considered to unlock new sources of financing for SMEs and mid-caps
operating in the agriculture, manufacturing and services sectors. Loans for
Slovenian local authorities in the fields of infrastructure, energy
efficiency and the knowledge economy are also part of the negotiations.

Article – Coming up in plenary:
vaccines, recovery, Russia

Covid-19: debate on EU vaccination strategy
MEPs will debate the EU’s Covid-19 vaccination strategy with European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on Wednesday. The discussion is
expected to cover vaccine deliveries, contracts and data transparency, as
well as the new system authorising exports of Covid-19 vaccines.
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Recovery and resilience facility
On Tuesday, Parliament is set to approve the Recovery and Resilience
Facility, the largest part of the Next Generation EU package, designed to
help EU countries deal with the effects of the pandemic.

Circular economy
Parliament is set to back Commission proposals to make the EU a fully
circular economy by 2050, but is calling for binding 2030 targets for
materials use and consumption.

Social media and fundamental rights
Recent events have raised concerns about the link between social media and
freedom of speech and the impact on fundamental rights. MEPs will discuss
ways to defend democracy in the face of online disinformation on Wednesday.

Tackling human trafficking
Parliament will call for better protection for women, children, asylum-
seekers, refugees and migrants from trafficking. MEPs will call for the EU’s
anti-trafficking directive to be amended, criminalising the “knowing use of
services” provided by victims of trafficking.

An EU-wide minimum wage
On Monday, MEPs will consider measures to tackle inequality, including the
proposed EU directive on minimum wages, which aims to guarantee statutory
minimum wages above the poverty threshold throughout the Union.

Covid-19: relief measures for the aviation sector
To avoid airlines operating empty flights during the pandemic (so-called
ghost flights) to retain take-off and landing slots, Parliament backed the
temporary suspension of the use it or lose it rule in March 2020. On
Thursday, MEPs will vote on an agreement for airlines to use at least 50% of
their slots in the coming period, instead of the usual 80%, to retain slots
in the following season.

Alexei Navalny’s arrest and relations with Russia
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss the crackdown on political opposition in Russia
with EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, including opposition Alexei
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Navalny’s recent arrest and sentencing. They will also explore the source of
the growing tensions between the EU and Russia.

Situation in Myanmar
MEPs will debate the recent military coup in Myanmar and subsequent arrest of
Aung San Suu Kyi and other democratically elected leaders.

Steven Maijoor delivers keynote speech
at Conference on FinTech and
Regulation

ESMA Chair, Steven Maijoor, addressed today senior policymakers and industry
at the 5th Annual Conference on ‘FinTech and Regulation: New Challenges and
New Solutions’. His speech touched upon: digitalisation: risks and
opportunities; accelerating trends; and safe navigation.

The Covid-19 pandemic and ensuing of public health measures have accelerated
the trend towards digital finance. Now more than ever, consumers are managing
their finances and investments online. Businesses must continue to reinvent
themselves and authorities will need to coordinate their policy response.
More details in the speech.

Message by President Charles Michel at
the event celebrating the first
International Day of Human Fraternity

Today marks the very first International Day of Human Fraternity. I’m pleased
to join this celebration, established by the United Nations, to promote
tolerance, peaceful coexistence and interfaith dialogue between communities.

I’d like to thank His Holiness Pope Francis and His Eminence the Grand Imam
of Al-Azhar, Sheikh Ahmed Al-Tayyeb, for launching this initiative.

A day of human fraternity is needed today more than ever, as the world
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battles the COVID pandemic. 

Today reminds us that the only way out of this global crisis is through
greater fraternity – and solidarity – between peoples.

The nearly 8 billion people living on this planet can often seem so different
from one another. Living in different communities, with different beliefs,
religions, opinions, languages, and different ways of life. 

Yet, if we look closely, we are not so different after all.  We all aspire to
the same things. Peace. Dignity. And human rights. To think freely. To
believe freely. And to express ourselves freely. And to be respected, as
individuals, and as members of our communities.

The more we see each other from afar, the more we see our differences. The
more we look each other in the eye, the more we see our own reflection. Our
common humanity.

This is why coming together, for dialogue, for understanding, is more
important than ever.

Dialogue sparks understanding.  Understanding inspires tolerance.  And
tolerance leads to respect. This virtuous chain can make peace and fraternity
possible. For believers – no matter their creed – and for non-believers
alike.

It’s what unites us as human beings. And it’s what nurtures the mutual
understanding that leads to tolerance and respect between communities. 

I wish you a thoughtful and happy Day of Fraternal Humanity! Thank you.


