
Joint press release following the 7th
Association Council meeting between
the EU and Ukraine

On 11 February 2021, the European Union and Ukraine held the 7th meeting of
the Association Council, in Brussels. The meeting was co-chaired by Josep
Borrell, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy and Denys Shmyhal, Prime Minister of Ukraine.

The Association Council reaffirmed its continued commitment to strengthening
the political association and economic integration of Ukraine with the
European Union on the basis of the Association Agreement and its Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) and to the common values enshrined in
it.

The Association Council underlined the unity, solidarity and mutual
commitment demonstrated in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. The EU
reiterated its readiness to help Ukraine gain early access to vaccines and
support its vaccination campaign through a regional project with the World
Health Organisation launched today. The Association Council looked forward to
the resumption of non-essential travel for our citizens, once the
epidemiological conditions allow.

The EU welcomed the reform efforts by Ukraine. The participants agreed on the
need for Ukraine to step up efforts on strengthening the rule of law and to
ensure the independent and effective operation of the anti-corruption
institutions in order to secure broad public trust and support in the fight
against corruption. They have reconfirmed that a comprehensive judicial
reform remains vital. Following the decisions by the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine, the EU commended the commitment of Ukraine to fully restore the
electronic asset declaration system and emphasized the importance of adopting
deterrent sanctions. The EU also highlighted the need for credible integrity
checks for judges.

The EU reiterated its unwavering support and commitment to Ukraine’s
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity within its
internationally recognised borders. The Association Council reiterated its
strong condemnation of the violation of Ukrainian sovereignty and territorial
integrity by the Russian armed forces and reconfirmed its support for a
peaceful and sustainable political solution. The need for full implementation
of the Minsk agreements by all sides was underlined and Russia’s
responsibility in this regard was stressed. The EU recalled that the scope
and duration of economic sanctions against Russia remains linked to the full
implementation of the Minsk agreements. The importance of maintaining the
ceasefire regime, and compliance with additional measures to strengthen the
ceasefire in effect since July 27, 2020 was underlined. The Association
Council called for the release all conflict-related detainees in line with
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the Minsk Agreements. The Association Council also reiterated its full
support to the efforts in the Normandy format, the Trilateral Contact Group
and the OSCE and called for the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission’s full,
secure and unimpeded access throughout Ukraine.

The EU reaffirmed its policy of non-recognition of the illegal annexation of
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol by Russia,
including through restrictive measures. The Association Council condemned the
deterioration of the human rights situation in the Crimean peninsula and the
further militarisation of the peninsula and the Black and Azov Seas. The
sides called for the immediate release of all illegally detained and
imprisoned Ukrainian citizens in the Crimean Peninsula and in Russia,
including Crimean Tatar activists. The Association Council also called on
Russia to ensure unhindered and free passage to and from the Sea of Azov, in
accordance with international law. The sides welcomed the diplomatic efforts
aimed at restoring Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within its
internationally recognised borders. In this context, Ukraine further
presented the concept of an “International Crimean Platform” and invited the
EU to take part in the inauguration high-level meeting of this initiative on
August 23, 2021, in Kyiv.

The Association Council reconfirmed the launch of the cyber dialogue in 2021.
The sides also noted the importance of enhancing cooperation in the area of
Common Security and Defence Policy and alignment with Common Foreign and
Security Policy, welcoming in this regard Ukraine’s participation in EUFOR
Althea.

The Association Council agreed to continue enhancing Ukraine’s economic
integration and regulatory approximation with the EU in sectors such as
digital economy, trade facilitation, customs cooperation and justice and home
affairs, within the framework of the Association Agreement.

The Association Council reiterated the intention of the EU and Ukraine to
take forward a comprehensive review of the achievement of the Agreement’s
objectives, as foreseen in Article 481. As a first step, each side is
undertaking an internal assessment with a view to presenting the outcome at
the Ukraine-EU Summit in 2021.

The Association Council reiterated the commitment of the EU and Ukraine to
start consultations on the further review of trade liberalisation for goods
under the DCFTA, in line with the Article 29 of the Association Agreement and
to continuously update the relevant Annexes to the Agreement. The Association
Council underlined the need to enhance joint work on further trade
facilitation. 

The Association Council agreed on the need for effective and timely
implementation of the DCFTA in order to fully reap the benefits of the
Association Agreement and underlined the need to fully respect commitments
under the DCFTA.

The Association Council welcomed the launch of the pre-assessment mission on
Ukraine’s preparedness on an Agreement on Conformity Assessment and



Acceptance of Industrial Products and looked forward to its recommendations
as soon as possible.

The Association Council acknowledged Ukraine’s efforts in maintaining macro-
economic and financial stability. Both sides acknowledged the disbursement to
Ukraine of 1.1 billion Euro in 2020 under two EU macro-financial assistance
programmes. The EU encouraged Ukraine to implement its policy commitments
under the current Covid-19 macro-financial assistance programme, and to
continue close cooperation with the International Monetary Fund. The
Association Council reaffirmed the importance of the irreversibility of
reforms in the banking sector, in particular the nationalisation of
PrivatBank stressing the importance of bringing to justice those responsible
for the large-scale fraud at PrivatBank, and the recovery of assets.

The Association Council agreed on the importance of continued implementation
of reforms in the energy sector. The Association Council welcomed the launch
of the Energy Efficiency Fund and underlined the need for adequate
contributions from the Ukraine’s State budget to the Fund. Both sides agreed
on the importance of continued cooperation on integration of Ukraine’s energy
markets and energy systems with the EU energy market, based on effective
implementation of the updated Annex XXVII of the Association Agreement as
well as coordination of further steps.

The Association Council recalled the importance of strengthening efforts to
address challenges in the fields of climate action and environment as
stipulated in the Association Agreement and in line with Paris Agreement.

The Association Council welcomed Ukraine’s ambition to approximate its
policies and legislation with the European Green Deal. Both sides welcomed
the dedicated kick-off meeting between Executive Vice President Timmermans
and Prime Minister Shmyhal. Areas of shared interest that were discussed
included: energy efficiency, hydrogen, coal regions in transition, industry
alliances and climate governance architecture.

The Association Council welcomed cooperation within the High Level EU-Ukraine
Dialogue on Horizontal Issues and Specific Industrial Sectors. The EU and
Ukraine wish to intensify cooperation in the field of critical raw materials
and batteries, with the view to launch a strategic partnership. The EU
welcomed Ukraine’s participation in the European Raw Materials Alliance and
the European Battery Alliance.

The Association Council welcomed Ukraine’s aspirations to further approximate
its national legislation with the EU acquis in the area of the digital
economy, welcomed the progress on the implementation of the
telecommunications provisions of the Association Agreement and underlined the
need for continued efforts in this area, notably ensuring the independence of
telecommunications regulator. Both sides welcomed a joint working plan for
co-operation between EU and Ukraine on electronic trust services.

The EU recalled the importance of freedom of expression and the independence
and pluralism of the media, including the important role played by the
independent public service broadcasting.  The sides recognized that Ukraine’s



efforts to defend itself from information manipulation are legitimate, in
particular given the scale of disinformation campaigns affecting Ukraine
including from abroad.  Any measures taken should not come at the expense of
freedom of media and should be proportional to the aim.

Both sides recalled the common values of democracy, rule of law, respect for
international law and human rights, including the rights of persons belonging
to minorities, as well as gender equality. The Association Council agreed on
the need to ensure the respect for rights already exercised of persons
belonging to national minorities as enshrined in UN and Council of Europe
conventions and related protocols, non-discrimination of persons belonging to
national minorities and respect for diversity, on the basis of a substantive
dialogue with representatives of persons belonging to national minorities.
 The EU side underlined the need to implement fully the recommendations of
the Venice Commission regarding the education law. The Ukrainian party
underlined that with the adoption of the Law “On General Secondary Education”
in January 2020, followed by the extension of the transitional period until
2023 on implementation of article 7 of the law on education it had
implemented key recommendations of the Venice Commission regarding this law.
The EU encouraged Ukraine to implement the recommendations of the Venice
Commission regarding the State language law and adopt a national minorities’
law.

The Association Council agreed on the need to swiftly and thoroughly
investigate attacks against civil society activists and journalists and to
ensure that the instigators and perpetrators are brought to justice.
Furthermore, the EU referred to recent developments against representatives
of persons belonging to national minorities including a Member of the
European Parliament. Ukraine stated that it remains committed to the
protection of human rights including those related to national minorities and
commits to exchange any information and to take any action that might
contribute to dispel the concerns.

The Association Council welcomed progress on the decentralisation reform and
recognised the need to complete a legal framework. The EU underlined the need
to continue public administration reform and to adopt measures to fully
implement the land turnover reform. The Association Council welcomed the
launch of the College of Europe Natolin project for Ukrainian civil servants.

The Association Council recalled the importance of concluding the Common
Aviation Area Agreement at the earliest possible date in 2021.

The Association Council welcomed the adoption by Ukraine of the law on inland
waterways and the intention of Ukraine to include its inland waterways
(Dnipro and Southern Bug) in the regional Trans-European Transport Network.

The Association Council welcomed Ukraine’s interest in cooperation with the
EU on the basis of the upcoming EU New Pact on Migration and Asylum.

The Association Council welcomed Ukraine’s intention to deepen Research and
Innovation cooperation with the EU, including through participation in
Horizon Europe and Erasmus+ and other programmes, as well as continued



integration in the European Research Area.

The Association Council agreed to continue cooperation within the framework
of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region.

The Association Council commended Ukraine’s active participation and
contribution to the bilateral and multilateral dimensions of the Eastern
Partnership in view of the Eastern Partnership Summit in 2021.

Visit the meeting page

Press release – Press conference on
Recovery &amp; Resilience Facility at
10.25 on Friday

When: Friday, 12 February 10.25 CET

Where: EP Press room and via Interactio

On Friday, Portuguese Prime Minister António Costa will visit the European
Parliament for the formal signature of the Recovery and Resilience Facility
(RRF). After the signing, EP President David Sassoli, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen and Prime Minister Costa will hold a press
conference on measures to support the European social and economic recovery.

Adopted by the European Parliament on Wednesday, 9 February, the RRF is the
biggest building block of the Next Generation EU recovery package. It
comprises €672.5 billion in grants and loans and it will support key policy
areas such as the green and digital transitions.
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The signature will be live on EbS+ from 10.15 CET.

You can follow the press conference live from 10.25 CET via Parliament’s
webstreaming and EbS+.

Interpretation will be available in English, French, Italian and Portuguese.

Journalists wishing to actively participate and ask questions, please connect
via Interactio by using the link.

Information for the media – Use Interactio to ask questions

Interactio is only supported on iPad (with the Safari browser) and
Mac/Windows (with the Google Chrome browser).

When connecting, enter your name and the media you are representing in the
first name / last name fields.

For better sound quality, use headphones and a microphone. Interpretation is
only possible for interventions with video.

Journalists are asked to connect a few minutes before the start of the press
conference to perform a connection test. Technical assistance can be provided
if necessary via the chat box.

For more details, check the connection guidelines and recommendations for
remote speakers.

EU recovery package: Council adopts
Recovery and Resilience Facility

Member states are working to turn the €672.5 billion Recovery and Resilience Facility into
concrete action

The EU is working to turn its €750 billion recovery package into action.

The Council today adopted a regulation establishing the Recovery and
Resilience Facility, which lies at the heart of the EU’s recovery plan. It
will make €672.5 billion in grants and loans available for public investment
and reforms in the 27 member states to help them address the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, to foster the green and digital transitions and to build
resilient and inclusive societies.

Member states will receive support from the facility on the basis of their
national recovery and resilience plans, which are currently under
preparation.
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With the Recovery and Resilience Facility in place, it is time to
focus all efforts on the preparation and submission of ambitious
national recovery and resilience plans. The new facility offers the
EU member states the unprecedented possibility of supporting
recovery from the COVID-19 crisis and of undertaking green and
digital transitions in an inclusive way. We need to make the best
use of this opportunity.

João Leão, Portugalʼs Minister for Finance

Measures supported and main requirements
Under the new regulation, member states will need to set out in their
national recovery and resilience plans a coherent package of reforms and
investment projects, covering six policy areas of European relevance:

the green transition
digital transformation
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and jobs
social and territorial cohesion
health and resilience
policies for the next generation, children and youth, including
education and skills

Support will be linked to country-specific recommendations under the European
Semester, which identify central challenges for each member state to address
to strengthen competitiveness as well as social and economic cohesion. It
will also contribute to the implementation of the European Pillar of Social
Rights.

Some of the key requirements concern the EU’s green and digital objectives.
At least 37% of each plan’s allocation has to support the green transition
and at least 20% the digital transformation. In addition, all measures
included in member states’ plans should respect the ‘do no significant harm’
principle, to protect the EU’s environmental goals.

Importantly, member states will also need to ensure that adequate control
systems are put in place to prevent, detect and correct corruption, fraud and
conflicts of interest.

Approval process and financing
Member states have until 30 April, as a rule, to submit their recovery and
resilience plans to the Commission. Then, generally, the Commission will have
up to two months to assess the plans and subsequently the Council will have
four weeks to adopt its decision on the final approval of each plan.

For the plans approved in 2021, member states will be able to get pre-



financing of up to 13% of the grants and loans provided for in their plan.
The rest of the funds will be paid based on the achievement of the agreed
milestones and targets.

For the money to start flowing, however, the EU’s own resources decision
needs to be ratified in all member states first, since the decision
authorises the Commission to borrow on the capital markets to address the
consequences of the COVID-19 crisis.

Next steps
The regulation will be signed tomorrow. It is expected to be published in the
Official Journal on 18 February and will enter into force the following day.

Press release – MEPs call for
suspension of the launch of the
Belarus nuclear plant in Ostrovets

In a resolution adopted with 642 votes to 29, with 21 abstentions, Parliament
criticises the hasty commissioning of the Ostrovets nuclear plant and the
continued lack of transparency and official communication regarding the
frequent emergency shutdowns of the reactor and equipment failure.

Despite outstanding safety concerns, the plant started to generate
electricity on 3 November 2020 without fully implementing recommendations
made in the 2018 EU peer review and by the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), MEPs say, expressing their discontent with the rush to start
commercial operation of the plant in March 2021.
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They call on the Commission to work closely with the Belarusian authorities
to delay launching the plant until all EU stress test recommendations are
fully implemented and all the necessary safety improvements are in place.

MEPs also urge Belarus to fully comply with international nuclear and
environmental safety standards, and to cooperate with international
authorities in a transparent manner.

Background

The Ostrovets nuclear plant, built by the Russian group Rosatom, is located
50km from Vilnius (Lithuania) and in close proximity to other EU countries
such as Poland, Latvia and Estonia.

Electricity stopped being traded between Belarus and the EU on 3 November
when the Ostrovets plant was connected to the electricity grid. This followed
the August 2020 joint decision of the Baltic States to cease commercial
exchanges of electricity with Belarus once the Ostrovets plant started
operating. However, MEPs note that electricity from Belarus can still enter
the EU market via the Russian grid.

Press release – MEPs strongly condemn
continuing violence in Yemen and
military coup in Myanmar

Parliament condemned in the strongest terms the ongoing violence in Yemen
that has, since 2015, “degenerated into the worst humanitarian crisis in the
world”. There can be no military solution to the conflict and the crisis can
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only be resolved sustainably through an inclusive Yemeni-led and Yemeni-owned
negotiation process, stress MEPs in a resolution adopted on Thursday by 638
votes for, 12 against and 44 abstentions.

Calling on all parties to facilitate the rapid and unimpeded passage of
humanitarian relief and other necessary goods to the population, MEPs point
out that nearly 80 per cent of Yemenites— more than 24 million people — need
humanitarian support, while 50 000 people are living in famine-like
conditions. This figure is expected to triple by mid-2021.

All parties must urgently refrain from starving civilians as a method of
warfare, MEPs stress, whilst pushing for targeted measures to be imposed
against those taking part in acts that violate international humanitarian
law.

Welcoming the EU’s pledge to triple humanitarian help for Yemen in 2021, MEPs
urge the European Commission and EU member states to lead international
efforts to urgently scale up humanitarian aid.

Myanmar: All those illegally arrested need to be unconditionally released

In a resolution on the situation in Myanmar, MEPs strongly condemn the
military coup of 1 February and call on the military (Tatmadaw) to
immediately reinstate the civilian government, end the state of emergency,
and unconditionally release all those illegally arrested. The result of the
general elections of 8 November must be respected and power handed back to
the elected civil authorities.

MEPs note in this regard that “despite her failure to adequately condemn the
human rights violations against Burmese minorities, Aung San Suu Kyi
continues to be the symbol of the Burmese people when it comes to democratic
aspirations and ambitions for a more just and democratic future”.

To guarantee the recognition and representation of all ethnic groups in
Myanmar including the Rohingya, the new constitution must be drafted and
implemented through a free and fair process, MEPs stress.

They welcome the extension of the 2018 EU sanctions against Tatmadaw military
and officials responsible for human rights violations against the Rohingya
population. and urge the Council to extend targeted sanctions to the entire
leadership of Myanmar’s military, including all those involved in the coup.

Finally, Parliament calls upon the EU and its member states to foster
international coordination to prevent any unauthorised goods from being
illegally exported from Myanmar, specifically benefitting the military
economically.

The resolution was adopted by 667 votes for, one against and 27 abstentions.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200907IPR86516/aung-san-suu-kyi-suspended-from-the-sakharov-prize-community

