
Press release: Waste scam warning for
Lincolnshire farmers and landowners

In the last week the Environment Agency’s environmental crime team have dealt
with two new incidents where farmers have been approached and asked if they
want tarmac road planings that can be used to repair roads and farmyards on
their land. After accepting the offer and cash they found bales of landfill
waste dumped on their land instead of the expected road planings, leaving
them with an environmental liability and a bill to transport and remove the
waste to an authorised disposal site.

Farm insurance policies often do not cover poor business ventures. The first
farmer had 25 bales deposited on his land this week, including transport and
disposal of the waste to a permitted disposal site; this could cost the
farmer approximately £3,000.

The second farmer had approximately 2,500 bales deposited on his land. The
cost of disposal at a permitted disposal site could result in a bill of
approximately £300,000.

The Environment Agency is urging all landowners to be wary and not become the
next victim of illegal waste disposal and dumping.

Advice from the Environment Agency includes:

use reputable agents and brokers
carry out suitable checks and due diligence, i.e. get the individuals
details, vehicle registration, ask where the waste is coming from
(address, permit number, waste carriers registration)
inform them you’ll be contacting the Environment Agency or call us
whilst they are there
don’t agree to accept any waste until you have carried out some checks
and had a cooling off period to fully consider the offer

Peter Stark, Senior Enforcement Officer, said:

Criminals operating in and around the waste industry can be very
convincing and persuasive, sometimes offering thousands of pounds
in cash up front. Don’t be tempted by quick money, you could end up
with an environmental risk, flies, polluting liquids running out of
bales of waste and even fire risks alongside the massive disposal
bill.

We will investigate these two illegal waste incidents fully and
take enforcement action if we can. However these farmers and
landowners may have to pay significant sums to remove the waste
legally. Waste crime is a serious issue diverting as much as £1
billion per annum from legitimate business and treasury.
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Although these specific incidents occurred in Lincolnshire, we
would not be surprised if this scam was attempted in neighbouring
counties due to convenient transport links.

The Environment Agency provides impartial advice to customers, individuals
and businesses to help them grow, our local officers will be happy to talk to
you, can make public register checks whilst you are on the phone or you can
make checks on our website for free, or you can call our Customer Contact
centre on 03708 506 506.

The Highways Agency and county council’s highways department and their
contractors will always use legitimate waste carriers and sites for the reuse
or disposal of waste. They may approach farmers and landowners to see if they
want to reuse tarmac road planings or crushed rubble and concrete to repair
road and yard areas but farmers need to register the U1 waste exemption with
the Environment Agency and abide by the rules.

The vast majority of waste sites we regulate are well run and provide
essential waste management services. The Environment Agency are here to help
the legitimate businesses.

Waste stored inappropriately can create issues for neighbours like smells and
pests. It can also have a detrimental effect on the environment and impact on
rivers and streams. There is a high risk of waste fires due to the waste not
being stored in the correct manner.

Everybody has a part to play to help solve the waste crime problem and make
sure waste is managed responsibly. If you see or suspect illegal waste
activities, report it anonymously to Crimestoppers or call 0800 555 111.
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The vast majority of waste sites we regulate are well run and provide
essential waste management services. The Environment Agency are here to help
the legitimate businesses.

Waste stored inappropriately can create issues for neighbours like smells and
pests. It can also have a detrimental effect on the environment and impact on
rivers and streams. There is a high risk of waste fires due to the waste not
being stored in the correct manner.

Everybody has a part to play to help solve the waste crime problem and make
sure waste is managed responsibly. If you see or suspect illegal waste
activities, report it anonymously to Crimestoppers or call 0800 555 111.

Press release: Environment Agency
takes a stand on illegal waste

Farmers, landowners, big and small business, and members of the public are
being asked to be more vigilant after a number of incidents where large
amounts of processed or baled waste has been dumped across the West Midlands.

Over the last 12 months the Environment Agency in the West Midlands has seen
an increase of illegally dumped waste on public and private land. Fly-tipping
is the responsibility of the local council however the Environment Agency
becomes involved when the waste is more than 20 tonnes (about 20 cubic
metres); more than 5 cubic metres of fibrous asbestos or 75 litres of
potentially hazardous waste in drums or containers; or if it is linked to
criminal business activity or organised crime.

What is being done to tackle waste crime

Through the Government Spending Review 2015, nationally the Environment
Agency secured an additional £23m to tackle waste crime in England, up to the
end of March 2020. This is being spent across the country, targeting priority
areas. £20m of this is from the landfill community’s tax fund. It has been
used locally to fund additional temporary staff to further target illegal
waste operators and high risk sites of concern.

The Environment Agency are determined to make life hard for criminals and
support legitimate business, proactively supporting these businesses by
disrupting, and stopping, the criminal element backed up by the threat of
tough enforcement action and prosecution. The new Disruption and Prevention
team – part of the Environment Agency’s National Enforcement Service – is
leading the way in finding new approaches to disrupt waste crime and stop it
happening. Working in partnership with law enforcement agencies, HMRC, DVLA
and Companies House, as well as employing a number of techniques to track and
trace vehicles and waste from different sites.

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
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What businesses and the public can do

Everybody has a part to play to help solve the waste crime problem and make
sure waste is managed responsibly. The Environment Agency is asking members
of the public to be vigilant; to contact them with information on anything
suspicious as long as it is safe for people to do so. Dumping commercial
waste like this is a crime. Individuals involved in such illegal activity can
be hostile and we would urge members of the public to not put themselves in
any danger if they encounter any such activity and to avoid any direct
contact with the culprits.

Lisa Pinney, Environment Agency Area Manager for West Midlands, said:

It’s crucial that all businesses understand their duty of care
responsibilities for the waste they produce, who they allow to
transport it and ultimately where it goes. Too often, when these
responsibilities are misunderstood or ignored, we see the impact of
waste crime where waste is deliberately dumped on land with no
permit. This can cause serious pollution, put communities at risk
and undermines legitimate businesses that are doing the right
thing. And even if the landowner has no involvement, legally they
may still be responsible for that waste and that could mean a large
clear up bill.

Waste stored inappropriately can create issues for neighbours
through smells and pests. It can also have a detrimental effect on
the environment and impact on rivers and streams. If you see or
suspect illegal waste activities, report it anonymously to
Crimestoppers online or by calling 0800 555 111. Alternatively
report it to the Environment Agency’s incident hotline on 0800 80
70 60.

Notes to editors

We all create waste, and all have a responsibility to ensure our waste is
handled correctly. Whether you’re a business, local council or householder
you must make sure you know where your waste goes so it doesn’t end up in the
hands of operators who break the law and dump it to avoid paying for its
legal disposal. Illegal waste sites undercut legitimate business, can cause
severe damage to the environment and misery for local residents.
Many businesses don’t realise they have a legal Waste Duty of Care and could
be committing an offence if their waste is dumped by an illegal operator.
Hauliers are at risk of unwittingly becoming involved in waste crime by not
asking the right questions about the loads they’re collecting.

Make sure you know what your legal responsibilities are: manage your waste
responsibly
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Check the public register to see if a site is permitted or a waste carrier is
registered

You could be breaking the law if your waste isn’t managed properly. Visit
Right Waste Right Place to help you comply with the law. You can also refer
to the Defra waste duty of care code of practice
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News story: Torcross sea defence
repaired after Devon storms

The Environment Agency has finished repairing Torcross sea defence after
damage caused by the storms of February 2016.

Those storms saw large waves hit the sea defence when beach levels were low,
causing cracks to appear along the promenade.

The repaired wall cost £2.4 million and reduces the risk of flooding to 51
properties. It is designed to withstand a severe storm, even when beach
levels are low. Steel sheet piles have been installed directly in front of
the existing line of piles with a new reinforced concrete capping beam. These
double-length piles give the wall extra stability.

Steel sheet piles have been driven in front of existing piles and topped with
concrete beams

The Environment Agency’s Becky Richards said:

A huge thank you to all the residents of Torcross who have
supported our repair work.
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The project team worked hard to complete this repair quickly as
possible, and our contractor, BMM JV, has done well to complete the
works in time for the Easter holidays.

Local MP Dr Sarah Wollaston said:

Thank you so much to all those who have worked hard to restore the
sea defences at Torcross, and to the community and agencies which
came together during the anxious weeks following last year’s storms
to get things done.

The Environment Agency will inspect the defence every 24 months and monitor
the repair during periods of bad weather.

A complementary project is underway to identify the best beach management
options for Torcross. South Hams District Council is creating a Torcoss and
Slapton Beach Management Plan on behalf of The Slapton Line Partnership, to
which the Environment Agency will contribute.

Alan Denbigh, Chair of the Slapton Line Partnership, said:

Together we hope to identify the best long-term beach management
options to reduce the impact of storms at Torcoss.

We are planning events in summer 2017 for residents and businesses
in and around Torcross to talk about the plan. Visit
www.slaptonline.org to find out more.

Even with this sea defence, parts of Torcross remain at a high risk of
flooding from the sea. High risk means that each year this area is at
significant risk of flooding during storms due to waves.

Everyone has a part to play to protect themselves from the risk of flooding.
There are some simple steps you can take now:

Use our flood map to see which areas are more likely to flood first,
deepest, or most often by entering your postcode
Register for Floodline – if you’re at risk of flooding, you may be able
to receive flood alerts and warnings, completely free
Be prepared – know what to do if flooding happens with a flood plan –
download a personal, business or even a community flood plan template

To report an emergency flood incident in Torcross call our 24-hour incident
hotline on 0800 80 70 60.
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