
Press release: Company and director
sentenced after pollution incidents

A company and its director have received fines and costs totalling £33,000
after significantly polluting a stream with blood and then failing to notify
the Environment Agency.

The case against AWSM Recycling Ltd, of Lane Head Farm, Hutton Magna, west of
Darlington and its sole director Adam Metcalfe, 37, of the same address,
involves a number of breaches of environmental law over a significant period
of time between July 2011 and October 2015.

The company stores waste and spreads it on agricultural land for the purpose
of land improvement, which is controlled by environmental permits.

Both the company and Metcalfe appeared for sentencing at Teesside Crown Court
on Monday 19 June. Metcalfe was fined £1,000 and his company £20,000, with
the company also ordered to pay £12,000 in court costs.

Three separate pollution incidents

Representing the Environment Agency, barrister Craig Hassall outlined the
offences to the court.

The charges relate to the illegal spreading of hazardous material on land,
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unauthorised burning of waste and, by breaching permit conditions, allowing
waste to escape into streams in three separate incidents.

It also involves the spreading of a nitrogen-rich substance contrary to
regulations designed to protect the environment from pollution.

The offences admitted by AWSM Recycling Ltd at a previous court hearing in
November 2016 include three significant pollution incidents between January
and May 2015.

The first, into Newbiggin Beck, was a leak from a store of blood waste which
was kept for land spreading. It resulted in Bishopton Beck in particular
being affected, with all invertebrates and fish for 1.2km downstream found
dead.

A second incident in March affected Stillington Beck for 1km, significantly
reducing oxygen levels in the water. It was caused by land spreading
activities involving abattoir waste.

And in May 2015, it was reported that a concrete store which held waste beef
blood at Lane Head Farm was leaking into a drain and flowing into a stream. A
number of dead fish were found downstream into Smallways and Hutton Becks for
a distance of 2km. The water samples showed high ammonia concentration
levels.

Breached permit regulations

The company also admitted failing to notify the Environment Agency about a



pollution incident in relation to the May offence.

In further offences, the company also took in large amounts of waste not
covered by its environmental permit, including some containing antimony, a
substance that should not be allowed to enter groundwater.

Metcalfe, 37, pleaded guilty at the same hearing last November to burning
waste at Lane Head Quarry, and failing to notify the Environment Agency about
a pollution incident in relation to the May offence impacting on Smallways
and Hutton Becks.

Both the company and Metcalfe further appeared at Teesside Crown Court on
Tuesday, 21 March this year, where they pleaded guilty to a further offence
of failing to comply with Nitrate Prevention regulations because they spread
nitrogen-rich digestate during the closed period, which resulted in ammonia
being found in a local stream.

Metcalfe, representing AWSM Recycling Ltd, said that since the offences about
accepting waste not covered by a permit had come to light new procedures had
been put in place, with producers now asked to complete an audit form.

He said he thought he had an exemption to cover the waste on his land at Lane
Head Farm.

And he said the first pollution incident was due to vandalism of his storage
tank, and he did not feel the incident was serious enough to report at first
look. A mechanical failure of new equipment led to the March pollution
incident, he added.

Neglect ‘led to serious pollution incidents’.

Following the sentence, the Environment Agency’s John Crowl, said:
“Environmental permits are there to protect our communities and the
environment and both AWSM Recycling Ltd and Adam Metcalfe flouted these
permits for a significant period of time.

“Their neglect led to serious pollution incidents which impacted on nearby
streams and killed fish and invertebrates.

“This has been a lengthy and complicated investigation by our environment
officers and we’re pleased this has now been dealt with by the court.

“I hope this sends out the message to others that if they fail to abide by
environmental laws then we will take action.”
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Press release: Chance for public to
find out about Calderdale flood risk
work

The public are being invited to give their views on plans to reduce flood
risk in the Calder Valley at a number of drop-ins this month.

People will have the opportunity to find out about the work the Environment
Agency and partners including Calderdale Council, Canal and Rivers Trust,
Yorkshire Water, National Trust and Slow the Flow Calderdale are doing to
reduce flood risk in the area.

The Hebden Bridge drop-in will be the first time residents will get to see
plans for the town’s flood alleviation scheme, which will improve the
protection to up to 500 homes and businesses. This scheme will be available
for consultation at the 27 June event at Hebden Bridge town hall.

Also on show at the drop-ins will be the early findings of the second phase
of the Upper Calder flood risk reduction schemes. These will investigate, and
where feasible, improve the protection to homes and businesses in Brighouse,
Walsden, Todmorden, Hebden Bridge, Mytholmroyd, Midgley, Luddenden Foot,
Sowerby Bridge, Copley, Ripponden, and Halifax.

The drop-in events are being held on the following dates:

26th June,11am to 7.30pm – Brighouse civic Hall, Bradford Road,
Brighouse, HD6 1RW
27th June,11am to 7.30pm – Hebden Bridge Town Hall, St Georges St,
Hebden Bridge, HX7 7BY
29th June,11am to 7.30pm – Todmorden Town Hall, Bridge St, Todmorden,
OL14 5AQ
3rd July,11am to 6.30pm – Sowerby Bridge Methodist church, Tower Hill,
Sowerby Bridge HX6 2EQ.

Environment Agency Flood Risk Manager Adrian Gill said:

We are working hard with our partners to help the communities of
Calderdale prepare for and reduce the risks of flooding. We are
keen to incorporate the views of local people to help us deliver
the best possible solutions.

Cllr Tim Swift, Calderdale Council’s Leader, said:

We encourage residents across Calderdale to come along to the drop-
in events to find out more about the ongoing work to improve flood
resilience, and to share their views on upcoming and proposed
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schemes. There will also be opportunities to ask questions to the
Council and our partner organisations about flood recovery and
protection.

To find out more visit www.eyeoncalderdale.com and www.slowtheflow.net.

Press release: Chance for public to
find out about Calderdale flood risk
work

The public are being invited to give their views on plans to reduce flood
risk in the Calder Valley at a number of drop-ins this month.

People will have the opportunity to find out about the work the Environment
Agency and partners including Calderdale Council, Canal and Rivers Trust,
Yorkshire Water, National Trust and Slow the Flow Calderdale are doing to
reduce flood risk in the area.

The Hebden Bridge drop-in will be the first time residents will get to see
plans for the town’s flood alleviation scheme, which will improve the
protection to up to 500 homes and businesses. This scheme will be available
for consultation at the 27 June event at Hebden Bridge town hall.

Also on show at the drop-ins will be the early findings of the second phase
of the Upper Calder flood risk reduction schemes. These will investigate, and
where feasible, improve the protection to homes and businesses in Brighouse,
Walsden, Todmorden, Hebden Bridge, Mytholmroyd, Midgley, Luddenden Foot,
Sowerby Bridge, Copley, Ripponden, and Halifax.

The drop-in events are being held on the following dates:

26th June,11am to 7.30pm – Brighouse civic Hall, Bradford Road,
Brighouse, HD6 1RW
27th June,11am to 7.30pm – Hebden Bridge Town Hall, St Georges St,
Hebden Bridge, HX7 7BY
29th June,11am to 7.30pm – Todmorden Town Hall, Bridge St, Todmorden,
OL14 5AQ
3rd July,11am to 6.30pm – Sowerby Bridge Methodist church, Tower Hill,
Sowerby Bridge HX6 2EQ.

Environment Agency Flood Risk Manager Adrian Gill said:

We are working hard with our partners to help the communities of
Calderdale prepare for and reduce the risks of flooding. We are

http://www.eyeoncalderdale.com/
http://www.slowtheflow.net/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-chance-for-public-to-find-out-about-calderdale-flood-risk-work/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-chance-for-public-to-find-out-about-calderdale-flood-risk-work/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-chance-for-public-to-find-out-about-calderdale-flood-risk-work/


keen to incorporate the views of local people to help us deliver
the best possible solutions.

Cllr Tim Swift, Calderdale Council’s Leader, said:

We encourage residents across Calderdale to come along to the drop-
in events to find out more about the ongoing work to improve flood
resilience, and to share their views on upcoming and proposed
schemes. There will also be opportunities to ask questions to the
Council and our partner organisations about flood recovery and
protection.

To find out more visit www.eyeoncalderdale.com and www.slowtheflow.net.

News story: SMS alerts system for
licence variations currently
unavailable

The MMO regret to advise that the electronic notification system via SMS is
currently not working. As a result licence holders or a nominated
representative whose mobile phone number has been given to the MMO will not
currently receive a text message when a variation has been issued.

Licence holders should therefore monitor the MMO website so that they are
aware of relevant variations, as it remains the legal responsibility of the
licence holder to check the conditions of the licence.

Please note:

S. 4. (5) of the The Sea Fishing (Licences and Notices) (England) Regulations
2012 states: “A notice communicated by publication on a website is treated as
given immediately it is published.”

We are in touch with the service provider and hope to fix the fault as soon
as possible, but we are unable to give a time scale for resolution at the
current time.

Notifications sent via email are not affected. Please contact your local MMO
office for further information and to register an email address with us if
you have not already done so to receive licence variation notifications.

For further information contact:
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Hubert Gieschen on 0208 225 6947 or Hubert.gieschen@marinemanagement.org.uk
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