
Detailed guide: Register land you use
to keep livestock

Updated: Get a permanent CPH number section amended.

You must have a CPH number if you keep livestock (kept as part of a business
or as pets). Livestock includes:

bovine animals (cattle, bison and buffalo)
pigs
goats
sheep
deer
poultry (if you have 50 or more birds)

This guidance is for land in England. Contact Northern Ireland, Scotland,
Wales, if you use land in these countries.

Holding: meaning and the area it can cover
Livestock holdings describe the land and buildings that people use for
keeping livestock, including livestock kept as pets. Each holding has a
unique CPH number. A livestock business may have more than one holding and
CPH number.

A single livestock holding can cover the land and buildings within 10 miles
of its main livestock handling area, for example:

a farmyard
your home (if you keep livestock as pets)

Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) use of ‘holding’

The word ‘holding’ has a different meaning in BPS. Under BPS rules, a holding
is all the land and buildings you use to keep livestock, which could include
more than one CPH.

Register to record and report
You must have a CPH number to comply with the rules on recording and
reporting livestock movements. Government uses these numbers to track the
location and movement of livestock to prevent and control disease.

A permanent CPH number covers land you’ll use for more than a year. A
temporary CPH number (tCPH) covers the use of land up to a year. If the land
you plan to use for keeping livestock doesn’t have one of these numbers, you
must register it.
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Movements can include:

taking livestock to sell at market
transporting livestock to and from a show
moving livestock to and from a different farm
bringing livestock into your home to keep as pets

It’s an offence if you don’t comply with the rules on recording and reporting
livestock movements.

Get a permanent CPH number
If the land you use doesn’t have a CPH number, you must get one from the
Rural Payments Agency (RPA) before moving livestock onto the land.

You’ll be breaking the law if this is not done within 30 days of first moving
livestock onto the land.

Contact the RPA using the Defra Rural Services Helpline on 03000 200 301.
Find out about call charges.

Information you’ll need

Tell the RPA:

your correspondence address and postcode
if you own or rent the land – if you rent it, you’ll need to say if
you’ll have use of it for more than a year
your contact details
business name
business activities
single business identifier (SBI) – if you’ve got one
the OS map reference for your main livestock handling area – if this is
different from your correspondence address

Update your permanent CPH details
Tell RPA if there are any changes to the information you gave when you
registered your holding. This includes when you:

stop keeping a particular species at that location
transfer the ownership of part or all of your holding
take over another holding
add land to your holding

You must tell RPA about these changes within 30 days of them taking place or
you’ll be breaking the law.

Contact the RPA using the Defra Rural Services Helpline on 03000 200 301.
Find out about call charges.
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Add land to your permanent CPH

You can do this if:

you own the land, or have use of it for more than one year
it’s within 10 miles of your main livestock handling area

Contact the RPA using the Defra Rural Services Helpline on 03000 200 301.
Find out about call charges.

Use land or buildings outside your permanent CPH
If you plan to use additional land or buildings, you must make sure they have
a CPH number.

Where your livestock will mix with someone else’s

You may plan to move your livestock off your CPH to land or buildings where
they’ll mix with livestock kept by someone else. If so, you’ll need to record
and report the move to the CPH that covers that field or building.

The holder of the CPH you moved your livestock to must:

report the movement of livestock onto their CPH
record the movement in their holding register
comply with the rules on the movement of livestock known as ‘standstill
restrictions’
keep the passports of cattle or movement documents for other species
reported on their CPH

Where your livestock won’t mix

If your livestock won’t mix with other livestock in the land or buildings you
plan to use, you must do one of the following before you move them:

add the land or buildings to your permanent CPH number
get a new permanent CPH number for the land or buildings
register your temporary use of any land with the Animal Plant Health
Agency (APHA) under a temporary land association (TLA) or a tCPH number

Standstill restrictions
If livestock (cattle, sheep, goats, pigs) arrive on your land from a
different CPH, you must not move:

sheep, goats or cattle off your holding for 6 days
pigs off your holding for 20 days if a pig moves onto your land
pigs off your holding for 6 days if cattle, sheep or goats move onto
your land

You can move livestock off your land during the ‘standstill’ time if you’re
moving them direct to slaughter. This includes to a red (slaughter only)
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livestock market.

Temporary land associations (TLAs) in England
A temporary land association (TLA) associates your permanent CPH with land or
a building that’s within 10 miles of that CPH’s main livestock handling area.

The land or building will be treated as part of the permanent CPH it’s
associated to. This means that:

you don’t need to record or report livestock movements between that land
and the rest of your CPH
you must record and report any livestock movements to that land from a
different CPH against your permanent CPH
standstill restrictions won’t apply when moving livestock between that
land and the rest of your CPH
standstill restrictions will apply when you move livestock to a
different CPH, on all the land it covers, including any land associated
to it with a TLA
all land covered by a CPH, including any associated to it by a TLA, will
be treated as part of that CPH for disease testing and restrictions

A TLA lasts up to 1 year but you can renew it before it ends.

Check you can apply for a TLA

You can apply for one or more TLAs between your permanent CPH and land or
buildings you use to keep livestock if all the following apply:

you’re a registered livestock keeper
any part of the land or building you want to associate with your
permanent CPH is within 10 miles of that permanent CPH’s main livestock
handling area
your livestock won’t mix with livestock kept by someone else on that
land or in buildings
the land or buildings are in England or Wales
for permanent CPHs that are registered for keeping bovine animals, any
land or building you associate to it with a TLA must be in the same
bovine TB risk area as that CPH

Temporary county parish holding (tCPH) numbers
For livestock movements, a tCPH is treated as a separate CPH to any other CPH
you hold. This means that you must:

keep a separate holding register for your tCPH
keep livestock reported as being on your tCPH separate from those
reported as being on any other CPH
record and report livestock movements between your tCPH and any other
CPH
follow standstill restrictions when you move livestock between your tCPH
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and any other holding
keep hold of any identification documents (including cattle passports)
for livestock you move to your tCPH, as you are still their keeper

A tCPH will share a flock or herd mark with your permanent CPH. This means
that you:

don’t need separate ID tags for animals kept on a tCPH
must use your permanent CPH number when you order replacement tags or
tags for newborn animals

A tCPH lasts up to 1 year but you can renew it before it ends.

Check you can apply for a tCPH number

You can apply for a tCPH number if all the following apply:

you’re a registered livestock keeper
you have an English or Welsh permanent CPH number
the land and buildings are in England or Wales
the land and buildings are all rented from the same person
the land and buildings are not in more than one permanent CPH
all the land and buildings are within 10 miles of the place you’ll
gather animals on the temporary holding

Apply for a TLA or tCPH
You need to download and complete an application form.

For each piece of land you want to include in your application, you must give
one of the following:

a 12 character ordnance survey (OS) grid reference
a parcel identification number (parcel ID)

You must give an OS grid reference for each building you want to include.

APHA aims to process applications within 10 working days. It may take longer
if:

your application is inaccurate
the form is incomplete
APHA needs to carry out a bovine TB veterinary risk assessment

Update your TLA or tCPH details
You must tell APHA when:

there are any changes to the information you gave in your application
you stop using any of the land or buildings to keep livestock

Contact APHA using the Defra Rural Services Helpline on 03000 200 301. Find
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out about call charges.

Bovine TB testing and tCPHs
Usually, you must follow the routine bovine TB testing interval for the
bovine TB risk area that applies to your tCPH. The exception is when your
tCPH is in the low risk area and your permanent CPH is in the high risk or
edge area. Then you must follow the testing interval for the permanent CPH.

Different testing intervals can apply if your tCPH is in the high risk area
and your permanent is in the low risk area. In these cases, APHA may ask you
to carry out bovine TB testing on your permanent CPH more often than once
every 4 years. This will depend on the number and frequency of livestock
movements between your permanent CPH and your tCPH.

Your tCPH will be tested at the same time as your permanent CPH wherever
possible.

bovine TB breakdown

If you have a breakdown, you’ll have movement restrictions on all your CPHs
and tCPHs that are registered for bovine animals.

The restrictions will only be lifted following testing or a veterinary risk
assessment.

Research and analysis: Radioactivity
in food and the environment 2016: RIFE
22

This report covers sampling and analysis carried out in 2016 for the UK-wide
monitoring programmes of the environment agencies (Environment Agency,
Natural Resources Wales, Northern Ireland Environment Agency and Scottish
Environment Protection Agency), the Food Standards Agency and Food Standards
Scotland.

It provides a detailed assessment of radioactivity in food and the
environment and the public’s exposure to radiation during 2016.

The report shows that radioactivity in food is well within safe levels, and
that exposure to the public from permitted discharges and direct radiation
around nuclear sites remained below the legal limit.

The monitoring programmes conducted by these agencies are independent of, and
also used as a check on, site operators’ programmes.
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Students flock to Kirkton &amp;
Auchtertyre to help with their studies

A wide range of SRUC students have been making good use of the SRUC’s Kirkton
& Auchtertyre research farms, near Crianlarich, this autumn.

Flying high in Arkansas

While most students spend the summer months on holiday, SRUC Rural Business
Management student Will Blair was flying drones in Arkansas, USA!

Notice: National Trust (Renewable
Energy) Limited: application made to
abstract water and impound water
NPS/WR/023281

The Environment Agency consult the public on certain applications for the
abstraction and impoundment of water.

These notices explain:

what the application is about
which Environment Agency offices you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register
when you need to comment by
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