Keep pastures like new

A sheep expert at SAC Consulting, part of Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC),
has been taking livestock farmers through the principles of how to make the
most of pasture quality.

News story: Dry weather update — 17th
July 2018

The Environment Agency continues to urge people to follow water company
advice and use water wisely during these hotter summer months to help manage
demand and reduce the impact on the environment. United Utilities has
announced a ‘temporary use ban’ which is likely to come into effect in early
August for its customers in the North West.

Paul Hickey, head of water resources at the Environment Agency, said:

Over two very dry months, we have seen a rapid decline in reservoir
levels in the North West and we support the announcement by United
Utilities to manage water supplies by introducing household
restrictions.

Across the rest of England, most groundwater supplies are at
healthy levels and water companies have enough water to maintain
supplies if resources are managed properly.

Many rivers around the country have dropped to lower levels than
normal for this time of year, which can be damaging to wildlife. We
have robust plans in place to respond to these pressures and have
stepped up our incident response as well as regulation of those
abstracting water to ensure the environment is protected.

We are meeting with affected groups including farmers to provide
practical advice about conserving water and planning for prolonged
dry weather. We encourage everyone to use water wisely to conserve
supplies and protect the environment.

During hot weather the Environment Agency works with water companies and
other organisations to reduce the impacts of the hot weather on the
environment. Steps include rescuing fish, responding to incidents, regulating
water abstraction, advising businesses and farmers on water usage and
monitoring for environmental impacts.
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The Environment Agency also takes action to ensure water companies have made
robust plans for managing water supplies, although water companies themselves
would decide on proposing water restrictions.

If the public see fish gulping for air that could be because of reduced
oxygen and river flows, please report it the Environment Agency incident
hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

More detail on the current water situation is available on the Environment
Agency’s Creating a Better Place blog:
Summer has started — what does that mean for the water situation in England?

Press release: Expansion of wildlife
protection sites in Essex

Two important sites for waterfowl in Essex have been afforded the strongest
environmental protections available.

Allfleet’s Marsh and Brandy Hole, part of the Crouch and Roach estuaries,
have now been made Special Protection Areas (SPA), Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and designated as a Ramsar wetland of
international importance.

Environment Minister, Théreése Coffey said:

This is fantastic news for wildlife and the local community. The
designation of this additional land into the existing protected
area demonstrates that our management and stewardship of important
wildlife habitats is achieving a high standard. We have committed
to developing a Nature Recovery Network to protect and restore
wildlife in our 25 Year Environment Plan. Through these plans we
will be the first generation to leave the environment in a better
state than we found it.

Both sites are now functioning as part of the Crouch & Roach Estuaries
system. They support intertidal mudflats and developing saltmarsh and provide
suitable habitat for the internationally important wintering water birds such
as dark-bellied brent geese, lapwing, shoveler and golden plover amongst many
other waterfowl species.

The Crouch and Roach Estuaries are an integral part of a continuous network
of designated coastal habitats extending north from the Thames Estuary to the
Colne Estuary, known as the Mid-Essex Coast.

Kate Jennings, Head of Site Conservation Policy, RSPB said:
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The Essex coast used to be a place full of amazing and abundant
wildlife, but over the last 400 years, land claim for agriculture,
coastal erosion and rising sea levels have taken their toll. The
extended designation recognises the importance of new mudflats and
saltmarsh created to offset past losses, and is a major step
towards restoring this spectacular place. The designation,
protection and management of our finest and most valuable places
for wildlife will be key in achieving this Government’s 25 Year
Environment Plan, and this designation is particularly welcome as
it will protect areas immediately adjacent to the RSPB’s Wallasea
Island Wild Coast project, where we are working with partners
including Defra and the Environment Agency to create more coastal
habitat for people and nature.

Approximately 95 per cent of the area of our Sites of Special Scientific

Interest and about 60 per cent of the total area of our most important or
‘priority’ wildlife habitats is now in good condition for wildlife or has
management in place to restore its condition.

Since 2011 we have established management on approximately 130,000 hectares
of land to create new wildlife-rich habitat in the wider countryside.

Press release: £1m culvert repair work
to reduce flood risk set to begin

The £1million culvert repair project is due to start on Monday 23 July and is
expected to take 13 weeks to complete.

Environment Agency contractors, JBA Bentley, will be on site to carry out the
work in the Lancashire town to make Victoria Clough culvert structurally
sound.

Culverts are structures which carry water underground. They were often built
to allow development to take place around them such as roads, homes and
businesses. Many people live and work near culverts and may not even know
they are there.

A new culvert will be installed beneath the disused railway embankment to
replace the existing one which has collapsed. The team will also re-line or
replace a number of sections along the length of the culvert at locations
under Victoria Road and the A56 Skipton Road.

A new and improved trash screen will also be fixed at the inlet of the
culvert, to help reduce the risk of it becoming blocked with debris and
making it easier and safer to clear when water levels are high.
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During the period of work there will be disruption to traffic using the A56
and Victoria Road. There will need to be road closures on Valley Road and New
Road with local diversions and temporary traffic lights put in place, and
some parking restrictions on Victoria Road.

Paul Swales flood risk advisor at the Environment Agency said:

Earby has suffered devastating flooding over recent years, most
notably the Boxing Day 2015 flood. We’'re pleased to be starting
this repair work which will bring significant flood risk benefits
to homes and businesses.

We understand that this traffic management could cause some
inconvenience so we will do all we can to minimise this disruption
as much as possible. We’'d like to thank residents and businesses
for their patience and understanding while we carry out this
essential work to reduce flood risk.

Funding for the project comes from £813k of Grant in Aid and £200k of
Yorkshire Local Levy.

Since the floods of Boxing Day 2015, the Environment Agency has worked in
partnership with Pendle Borough Council, Lancashire County Council and
Yorkshire Water to develop schemes to reduce flood risk in Earby.

Options explored

The Environment Agency continues to explore other options to reduce flood
risk from all sources in and around Earby. Over the next 12 months, the team
will investigate the options in more detail, which include flood storage
areas on Earby Beck, the New Cut and Victoria Clough and installing a flood
defence wall at Boot Street.

The Environment Agency is looking for volunteer flood wardens to play a key
part in keeping Earby prepared and informed before, during and after a flood.
Anyone interested in becoming a flood warden can email
heather.cottrill@environment-agency.gov.uk to find out more.

By signing up to the Environment Agency’s free Flood Warning service
residents and businesses can receive flood alerts and flood warnings for
Earby Beck and/or Earby New Cut directly to their phone and emails, 24/7.
Find out if you’re at risk and register for free flood warnings.
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Paul Swales flood risk advisor at the Environment Agency said:
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notably the Boxing Day 2015 flood. We’'re pleased to be starting
this repair work which will bring significant flood risk benefits
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We understand that this traffic management could cause some
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Options explored

The Environment Agency continues to explore other options to reduce flood
risk from all sources in and around Earby. Over the next 12 months, the team
will investigate the options in more detail, which include flood storage
areas on Earby Beck, the New Cut and Victoria Clough and installing a flood
defence wall at Boot Street.

The Environment Agency is looking for volunteer flood wardens to play a key
part in keeping Earby prepared and informed before, during and after a flood.
Anyone interested in becoming a flood warden can email
heather.cottrill@environment-agency.gov.uk to find out more.

By signing up to the Environment Agency’s free Flood Warning service
residents and businesses can receive flood alerts and flood warnings for
Earby Beck and/or Earby New Cut directly to their phone and emails, 24/7.
Find out if you’re at risk and register for free flood warnings.
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