Corporate report: Socio-economic spend
report 2016 to 2017

The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s decommissioning agenda offers both
challenges and opportunities for the communities in which we operate.

Our nuclear sites are in remote areas, so they’re usually the major local
employer. They offer high wages and job security and the community relies on
them quite heavily.

But as our decommissioning moves forward, the impacts are likely to become
significant.

The government recognised this and gave the NDA a socio-economic role in the
Energy Act 2004.

That role is a responsibility to:

e consider the socio-economic impact of our work
e support local economic development agencies in minimising those impacts

The NDA’'s role in socio-economics is a supporting one, we support local
economic development agencies in minimising the impact of our decommissioning
work. That means we can maintain positive relations with the local
communities while progressing with decommissioning work.

Press release: North East man fined
for running illegal scrapyard

A man has been fined for running an illegal scrapyard in Teesside.

Anthony Hanley, 34, of Marton Burn Road in Middlesbrough, appeared at
Teesside Magistrates’ Court on Tuesday 20 March where he pleaded guilty to
two charges of operating a scrapyard without a permit.

He was fined £800, ordered to pay costs of £4,000 and a victim surcharge of
£80.

Prosecuting on behalf of the Environment Agency, Simon Crowder told the court
that Hanley is the owner of Cliffs Autos which deals with end of life
vehicles.

To take end of life scrap vehicles on to a site, the operators need an
environmental permit for disposal of vehicle waste to ensure no risk to the
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environment by preventing fluids from going into the ground or into drainage
systems.

Illegal site

On 25 August 2016 Environment Agency officers attended the illegal site at
King George Terrace in Middlesbrough where they saw a sign offering to buy
vehicles ‘dead or alive’, leading them to believe Hanley wanted to buy scrap
vehicles.

Officers noticed there was in excess of 30 end of life vehicles stored at the
premises. The defendant was co-operative with officers and was told to clear
the site within 28 days.

On 12 September the same year, officers returned to the site and saw the
number of vehicles had now reduced, and a further visit in December saw the
site had been cleared.

But on 7 April 2017, the two Environment Agency officers returned to the site
to see it had resumed operation again, with in excess of 30 end of life
vehicles present, with some leaking fluids on to the ground.
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Illegal sites ‘impact on the environment’

Rachael Caldwell, Enforcement Team Leader at the Environment Agency said:

Hanley was given the opportunity to clear the vehicles of waste but



when we returned to check the site it was full again.

Environmental permits are needed for a reason — they ensure
operators have the correct procedures and equipment in place to
protect the environment.

Not only do illegal sites impact on the environment but they
undermine legitimate businesses. Every day our officers are out on
the ground identifying illegal waste sites and taking the necessary
action.

To report an illegal waste site contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.
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Press release: New charges announced
for regulatory services

The Environment Agency has today published its new charging scheme for
regulatory permits and services, which will be effective from 1 April 2018.

The new charges have been introduced so that businesses and organisations
cover the full cost of the services they receive rather than the public -
this represents a more financially-sustainable model which is simpler, fairer
and more effective and that will lead to long-term environmental
improvements. Charges for permits and other regulatory services have remained
static for the last 7 years.

The charges were drafted with feedback from industry and were subject to a
public consultation. The consultation response document is also being
published today, which includes the changes we have made as a result of
comments we have received from customers, trades associations and the public.

The charges reflect the amount of regulatory effort needed at a site and will
allow the Environment Agency to invest further in our permitting service.
Businesses that are well-managed and low-hazard present a low environmental
risk and will be charged less. Higher-risk or poor-performing businesses will
be charged more.

Neil Davies, Environment Agency Director of Regulatory Charges, said:

Our work to regulate industry protects and enhances the
environment. The changes that have been announced following the
recent consultation will mean that businesses and not the public
pay for the full services they use. This is more financially-
sustainable, will lead to a better service to businesses and long-
term improvements to the environment.

We have been engaging with trade associations over the last year
while we were developing these proposals. Their input into this
process has been really valuable and the feedback has helped shape
the new fee structure.

Environment Minister Thérése Coffey said:

The Environment Agency carries out a valuable role in regulating
the impact of businesses and industry on the environment and it is


http://www.government-world.com/press-release-new-charges-announced-for-regulatory-services-3/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-new-charges-announced-for-regulatory-services-3/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/environment-agency-fees-and-charges
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/environment-agency-charge-proposals-from-april-2018

right that those that benefit from this service should cover the
full cost.

The new charging structure will create a simpler, fairer and more
sustainable system which will enable better regulation and
protection for the environment.

The new charges will come into effect on the 1st April 2018 — the start of
the new financial year.
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