
Press release: New protections for
thousands of seabirds

England’s largest seabird colony will soon benefit from stronger protection
as Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey confirms the Flamborough Head and
Filey Coast Special Protection Area (SPA) will be extended by over 7,600
hectares.

This protected area of Yorkshire coastline already provides a safe haven for
breeding seabirds including gannets, razorbills and the iconic puffin. Now, a
quarter of a million breeding seabirds – including almost 2,000 puffins –
will be better protected and given a safe space for feeding and foraging.

The announcement comes during National Marine Week, which celebrates the UK’s
rich marine life and habitats, and ongoing efforts to protect these for
future generations.

Natural England has also launched a consultation to extend the nearby
Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast SPA by nearly 10,000 hectares, which if
designated, will help protect populations of breeding little terns and common
terns.

Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

We are a world-leader in protecting our marine environment, with a
third of our waters already protected as part of our Blue Belt.

National Marine Week is a fantastic opportunity for us all to
celebrate the diverse range of habitats which make up the British
coastline, and the role we all have to play in protecting these.

These new safeguards for seabirds will help our most precious and
iconic wildlife to thrive, and protect our marine environment for
future generations to enjoy.

Brad Tooze, Natural England Area Manager for Northumbria:

Extending marine protection areas allows for much loved seabirds to
feed and breed in a safe haven, ensuring they can thrive for
generations to come in a safe and secure habitat.

Our consultation on extending the Special Protection Area at
Teesmouth will help to protect populations of breeding little terns
and common terns. Natural England has worked closely with our
partners on the Tees to develop these proposals and we welcome
views from the local community and stakeholders.
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Special Protection Areas are sites designated to protect populations of rare
and vulnerable seabirds from human activity – including fishing or outdoor
recreation – while minimising disturbance to birds’ open water feeding areas.
There are already 45 such sites designated in English waters.

They are just one type of the many Marine Protected Areas in place around the
UK to conserve rare, threatened and nationally important habitats and species
for future generations. 35 per cent of English waters are part of the Marine
Protected Areas network, covering over 200,000 square kilometres.

As part of the Government’s commitment to becoming a world-leader in marine
protection, a consultation on designating 41 new Marine Conservation Zones
recently closed, receiving an overwhelming 44,000 responses.

The proposed sites will cover an area almost eight times the size of Greater
London and help protect species like the short snouted seahorse, stalked
jellyfish and peacock’s tail seaweed. If designated, they will mark the most
significant expansion of the UK’s ‘Blue Belt’ of protected areas to date.

The Government’s commitment to marine protection forms a key part of our 25
Year Environment Plan, an ambitious roadmap for a greener future.

Alongside expanding the Blue Belt, one of the world’s strongest bans on
microbeads was introduced last month to protect our oceans and nine billion
fewer bags have been distributed thanks to the Government’s 5p plastic bag
charge.

In a further drive to clean up our seas, the Government has also set out
ambitious plans to end the sale of plastic straws, stirrers and cotton buds
and introduce a deposit return scheme, subject to consultation later this
year.

Notice: LA10 5EF, Mr Alan Tattersall
and Mrs Norma Tattersall:
environmental permit application
advertisement

Updated: The proposed activity has been withdrawn

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement
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These notices explain:

what the application is about

which Environment Agency office you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register

when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application

what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)

Detailed guide: BPS 2019

Latest news
BPS 2019 will run as normal on the same basis as 2018, with applications
opening in Spring 2019. Updated guidance for farmers will be published later
this year.

Rural Payments service
You can use the Rural Payments service to:

register for rural payments
update your personal and business details
give someone else (like an agent) permission to act on your behalf
view your BPS entitlements
view and print digital maps of your land parcels
view your previous year’s claim
apply for Countryside Stewardship, including the Wildlife Offers.

At the moment you cannot:

transfer entitlements
transfer or remove land
edit land use online
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add or delete commons rights
apply for BPS

Forgotten your online password?

If you’re logging in with a Customer Reference Number (CRN) and have
forgotten your password, you can create a new one from the sign-in page.

Click ‘Having trouble signing in?’ then ‘create a new one’.

If you can’t remember your CRN, call RPA on 03000 200 301.

How to use the Rural Payments service – help is available

Onscreen ‘Help’ in the service to guide you if you get stuck. Or you can read
and print a copy of all the
onscreen Help
(PDF, 2.39MB, 52 pages)

Our videos also show you how to use the service.

Planned maintenance of the Rural Payments service

There are times when the Rural Payments service is unavailable because of
essential planned maintenance and updates.
Check Rural Payments: registering and updating your details to keep up to
date about availability of the Rural Payments service.

Contact RPA

Email
ruralpayments@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Helpline
03000 200 301

News story: Next-generation low carbon
vehicle technology: apply for funding

The Advanced Propulsion Centre (APC) has £20 million to invest in
technologies that support the development of low carbon propulsion technology
in the UK and anchor a next-generation supply chain.

The APC is a 10-year, £1 billion joint government and industry commitment. It
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is designed to accelerate the development of low carbon propulsion
technologies and make the UK a global centre of excellence for low carbon
vehicle development and production. This is the latest round of funding.

The competition process is delivered by Innovate UK.

Find out more about how the APC can support you.

Developing low and zero emission technologies in
the UK
The APC is particularly looking for projects that support the UK’s long-term
capabilities and supply chain in the design, build and manufacture of low-
emission vehicle technologies.

Projects must help make capabilities a permanent part of the UK supply chain.
They must be in the following areas:

alternative propulsion systems
electric machines and power electronics
energy storage and energy management
lightweight vehicle and powertrain structures
thermal propulsion systems

Projects must have a proven technology concept and demonstrate that there is
a clear route to market. The primary technology application must be
automotive.

Competition information
the competition opens on 6 August 2018 and the deadline for applications
is midday on 3 October 2018
projects must be led by a business working in partnership with others,
and must include an SME and a vehicle manufacturer or tier 1 supplier
total project costs should range between £5 million and £40 million.
They can last between 18 and 42 months
organisations could attract up to 70% of their project costs
a briefing event will be held on 16 August 2018 for advice on applying
for APC funding

Find out more about this competition and apply.
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Press release: Large fine for
Leicester textile firm

Leicester based Euro Dyers Ltd have been ordered to pay a total of £59,259
after operating an illegal textile dye house in a residential area.

Euro Dyers Ltd pleaded guilty at Leicester Magistrates’ Court on 25 July 2018
and were ordered to pay a fine of £40,000, costs of £19,084 alongside a £175
victim surcharge.

The company, who operate at the Saffron Works, Saffron Lane, Leicester had
been told on several occasions that they needed an environmental permit to
operate. Despite numerous warnings from Environment Agency staff who
encouraged and tried to assist them with an application, they never
successfully applied for a permit.

A permit would have introduced conditions to manage odour, regulate emissions
to air and sewer, the generation of waste, noise pollution and the prevention
of accidents. The latter would have been especially important as inspections
found flammable liquids stored on top of oxidising chemicals and chemicals
stored with no containment to control leaks.

Environment Agency officers also found waste water leaking into a roadside
drain outside.

Speaking after the ruling, an Environment Agency officer involved with the
investigation said:

Despite several attempts to assist the company and after numerous
warnings, this company still refused to be brought into the
permitting regime., We hope that this fine will serve as a warning
to them and others in the industry that there are strong penalties
if they flout the law.

This is great news to the residents who live nearby, the
environment and to competitors who do the right thing and comply
with the law.

We are committed to working with the industry to ensure they
operate legally. However, we will take enforcement action where a
company refuses to comply. We make sure the impacts from these
sites are controlled in accordance with a permit and that all
companies in the industry are operating on a level playing field.

Dyehouse operators across England who do not currently hold an Environmental
Permit from the Environment Agency should proactively assess the capacity of
their sites to check whether they require a permit. Any company, who finds
that their site’s capacity is above the threshold of 10 tonnes per day,
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should contact the Environment Agency for advice and guidance on their
application for a permit.


