
News story: National Drought Group –
Chairman’s Statement – September 2018

The NDG convened on Thursday 20 September to assess the present situation and
review the action being taken to reduce the risk of drought in 2019.

Press release: Grass greener, but rain
needed to reduce drought-risk for 2019

More than 300 dry-weather environmental incidents in summer 2018

Press release: Environment Agency and
Fire Service team up to tackle
emergencies

The Environment Agency and the Fire & Rescue Service are rolling out new
equipment which could save lives, land and property across the country from
flooding by connecting fire service hoses to the EA’s high-volume trailer
mounted pumps.

The two organisations have developed a ‘hose coupling adaptor’ which will
give the Environment Agency access to over 150,000 metres of hose stored by
the Fire & Rescue Service at locations around the country. This will enable
the Environment Agency to get pumps to the communities that need them most,
more quickly in a flood.

The new kit, developed between the Environment Agency Northumberland, Durham
and Tees Field Team and the County Durham & Darlington Fire & Rescue Service
will benefit communities by providing access to high-volume pumps which can
move as much as 7,000 litres of water per minute and can pump over a distance
of 3 kilometres.

The adaptor has already been put to good use in tackling the large protracted
wildfire on Saddleworth Moor, Greater Manchester during, the hot, dry summer.
It is now being rolled out nationally and will play a major role in the
Environment Agency’s preparations for winter flooding.
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Caroline Douglass, Director of Incident Management & Resilience, Environment
Agency said:

As an emergency responder, the Environment Agency attends many
incidents alongside the Fire & Rescue Service and this innovation
is another great example of us working together to provide greater
safety for communities across the country.

With winter around the corner, we have 6,500 staff trained to
respond to flooding and this new kit will form an important part of
our preparation.

Chris Lowther, Chair of the National Fire Chiefs Council Operations
Coordination Committee, said:

This new equipment is a result of excellent collaboration between
the Environment Agency and the Fire & Rescue Service, which means
we will be better placed to tackle flooding.

We are committed to working alongside other blue light services and
partners to ensure the best possible response is delivered to
communities when they are affected by flooding. Being able to
mobilise assets from across the country quickly is an essential
part of our national resilience response, meaning the public can
have confidence that the emergency services can and will respond
quickly when needed.

The Environment Agency continues to use new technology to prepare for and
respond to floods, including investment in 40km of temporary flood barriers
and 250 high volume pumps. The Environment Agency also has 6,500 trained
staff across the country ready to respond to flooding, including 500 flood
support officers.

The Environment Agency provides year-round advice to residents and businesses
on how to protect themselves, their property and possessions against
flooding. To check your flood risk, prepare for flooding and sign up for free
flood warnings visit: check your flood risk

https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
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News story: Appointments to National
Park and AONB boards

Appointments to England’s National Park Authorities and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) Conservation Boards have been made by Secretary of
State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Michael Gove.

National Park Authority members have a primary responsibility to ensure that
the Authority furthers the statutory purposes of the Park. Five members have
recently been appointed for four-year terms (ending June 2022) on the
following National Park Authorities and Broads Authority:

Broads Authority: Simon Roberts
North York Moors: Patrick James
Peak District: Ken Smith
South Downs: Graham Morrison
Yorkshire Dales: Julie Hutton

Additional information regarding the members listed will be made available on
the individual Authority websites.

Secretary of State Members on AONB Conservation Boards have a primary
responsibility to ensure that the Conservation Board furthers the statutory
AONB purposes as set out in the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

Six members have recently been appointed for three-year terms (ending June
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2021) on the following AONB Conservation Boards:

Cotswolds AONB: Nicholas Bumford, Jaqui Fenn, Catherine Le Grice-Mack,
Garry King and Andy Parsons
Chilterns AONB: Elaine King

Additional information regarding the members listed will be made available on
the Cotswolds AONB and Chilterns AONB websites.

The following reappointments to the National Park Authorities and Chilterns
AONB Conservation Board have also been made in April 2018:

Peak District NPA: Paul Ancell for 2 years
South Downs NPA: Sebastian Anstruther and Margaret Paren for 2 years,
Exmoor NPA: Robin Milton for 2 years
Northumberland NPA: Jean Davidson and Fiona Gough for 4 years
Lake District NPA: Peter Allen for 4 years
Chilterns AONB: Ray Payne for 3 years
Yorkshire Dales NPA: Julie Martin for 4 years
Lake District NPA: Cathryn Hayhurst for 4 years

The appointments are made in accordance with the Cabinet Office’s Ministerial
Code on Public Appointments, and are made on merit. There is a requirement
for appointees’ political activity during the past five years (if
significant) to be declared. None of these appointees declared significant
political activity.

https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/

